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Hello Troopers,

I trust that everyone had a great Summer and Fall so far. As for me, the year seems to be 

fl ying by.

Two of our biggest events, All-American Week and our National Convention have already 

happened and were very successful. I enjoyed visiting with old friends and meeting many 

new ones. Everywhere I go, I seem to run into Paratroopers, past and present, all still keep-

ing up the spirit of the Airborne. I’m proud to be a part of such an outstanding group of 

troopers.

I plan to attend the regional gathering of folks at the Ohio All-Airborne Days shortly followed by Veterans Day at Washington 

DC during the week of Veterans Day.

I will end my 2-year term as your President on December 31 st . It has been a very humbling honor to serve you all and I will take 

away many fond memories from my term in offi ce. Presenting a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier on your behalf 

was a bucket list item that I will cherish the remainder of my days. Thank you for allowing that to happen.

I thank the many great Paratroopers who have volunteered of their time and money to serve on the National Board of Direc-

tors. They serve, like me, out of love for our Division and our Association. They have represented you well.  

My successor, Larry Slavicek of the Chicago Chapter, is a guy who I know will continue to keep focused on our Division and its 

veterans. I know you will all continue your support of his efforts.

Please keep our active-duty troopers in your thoughts as they continue their missions, some which place them in harms way. 

We pray that they return swiftly and safely.

Finally, before I go, I’d like to also send our thoughts and prayers to those affected by Hurricane Helene.  May their recovery be 

swift and complete. I know that there are many of our members offering aid and comfort as they can.

God bless you all and I’ll end with a fi nal Airborne, All-The-Way! 

Gary Covey

National President

82 nd Airborne Division Association

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S AG E

GARY COVEY
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Hello 82nd Airborne Division Association Members.

I sincerely hope everyone had an amazing summer and is preparing for this year’s upcom-

ing holiday season. I would like to begin this with sharing how incredibly rewarding and 

challenging this fi rst year as your Executive Director has been. I want to thank all of you for 

your tremendous support throughout the year, I truly feel as though I have found my second 

home. 

I truly hope everyone that was able to attend the 78th Annual Convention in Orlando this 

year had a great time! We had an outstanding attendance rate, capping at just over 300 

this year, our highest attendance rate since COVID! Additionally, our Wounded Warrior fund 

was able to assist over 30 of our wounded warriors and their families to attend, making our highest number of GWOT member 

attendance to date. Our Tampa Bay chapter really did a remarkable job in our hospitality suite, bringing in great food and 

drinks as well as live entertainment throughout the Convention. I hope we are able to build on these successes next year in 

Knoxville, TN! 

We have had a very busy year so far and no signs of slowing down. We have enacted our fi rst “Airborne Night Out” which 

supported over 200 people, both Active Duty Paratroopers and our veteran members. Additionally, we have been quite busy 

getting after our community support initiatives, with on-going relief efforts for both Western North Carolina and Florida after 

being ravished by hurricanes Helene and Milton. I would like to take this opportunity to thank both our local Chapters and 

members for their incredible support for our communities. The St. Michael’s and Tampa Bay All Airborne Chapters, as well as 

our generous members, have been making tremendous efforts raising over $9000 and thousands of goods delivered to assist 

their communities and live the Airborne spirit. 

I am very excited and looking forward to closing out this very busy year. Here soon we will embark on Washington DC and 

celebrate Veterans Day once again. It is shaping up to be another great event. Mr. Walter Rauscher has graciously invited us 

back to the wonderful Sequoia Restaurant for a wonderful luncheon and banquet. Almost two weeks after, we will once again 

begin making deliveries of 1000 holiday meals for our much deserving Paratroopers of the Division. I strongly urge those that 

are able to consider donating to such a wonderful cause, please be on the lookout for our “Giving Tuesday” campaign, where 

your donations will receive a multiplier through the Cumberland Community Foundation. In January, we will be hosting our 

second “Airborne Night Out” with the Fayetteville Marksmen hockey team. I highly encourage any of our members that are 

able to participate in this great event with our currently serving Paratroopers to come on out.

As I close, I would like to thank each and every one of you. Your daily efforts in your communities and for each other is what 

makes this Association so great. I challenge each of you to continue to seek out those opportunities and look out for each 

other. Remember, the National Offi ce is always here to assist in any way that we can. Thank you and Airborne! All the way!!!  

1SG (R) James Grimes

Executive Director

82nd Airborne Division Association

JAMES "JIMMY" GRIMES

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
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Thanksgiving Holiday Troop Support....................................Page 72 
Fort Liberty, NC - November 21, 2024 

Giving Tuesday Campaign......................................................Page 74 
November 25 - December 4, 2024

Christmas Holiday Troop Support..........................................Page 73 
Fort Liberty, NC - December 13, 2024 

Airborne Night Out....................................................................Page 75 
Fayetteville, NC - January 25, 2025

Kentucky Airborne Reunion.....................................................Page 76
Lexington, KY - March 6-8, 2025 

All American Week ....................................................................Page 71 
Fort Liberty, NC - May 25-29, 2025

79th Annual National Convention..........................................Page 71
Knoxville, TN - August 5-9, 2025    

8 2 D  A I R B O R N E  D I V I S I O N

A S S O C I A T I O N  C A L E N D A R
W I N T E R 

D E A D L I N E

S O C I A L  M E D I A

Ask me how to share your event on Facebook.  You can add 

the Association as the co-host for chapter events to capture a 

larger Airborne audience!  Send us photos and videos from your 

chapter activities.  

Message Us on Facebook:  http://m.me/82ndAssociation

A s s o c i at i o n  s a l e s  -  T h e  o n ly  8 2 n d 

A i r b o r n e  D i v i s i o n  A s s o c i at i o n  

a p p r o v e d  s a l e s  s i t e .  

S H O P  N O W

The Deadline for the Paraglide is:  

DECEMBER 30, 2024
Please send news, letters and emails to:

Holmesteads

18865 Edwards Grove Drive, Noblesville, IN  46062

paraglide@holmesteads.com

(317) 674-3717
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The 82nd Airborne Division Association’s Executive Director, James Grimes, delivered multiple trailers worth of donations to 

Western North Carolina’s St. Michael’s All Airborne Chapter, where Hurricane Helene left behind devastating effects.  The 

Association had many generous organizations and individuals provide monetary donations, as well as cold weather gear, 

as it’s getting cold in the mountains.  With the help of these organizations and individuals, we were able to provide for many 

Veterans and their families. 

A generous thank you to the following sponsors:
Greater Fayetteville Chamber

Home - Greater Fayetteville Chamber

Static Line Brewing Company of Sandord

Home | Static Line Brewing Co

YMCA of Fayetteville

YMCA of the Sandhills

The Puzzle Piece Resale Shop of Carthage

The Puzzle Piece

Whispering Pines Thrift Shop of Carthage

Whispering Pines Thrift Shop | Carthage NC | Facebook

The Coalition Resale Shops of Southern Pines

Resale Shops & Donation Center - Sandhills / Moore Coalition for 

Human Care

Midway Thrift of Carthage

Midway Thrift | Carthage NC | Facebook

Divine Finds of Sanford

Divine Finds Thrift Shop | Sanford NC | Facebook

Taybron’s Sweaters Unlimited of Fayetteville 

HURRICANE HELENE DONATIONS
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HURRICANE HELENE DONATIONS



10 Paraglide, Fall 2024 Number 4

HURRICANE HELENE DONATIONS
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HURRICANE HELENE DONATIONS
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The 82nd Airborne Division Association's National Offi ce organized the fi rst annual 9/11 Run to Remember 5k race.  Several 

Veterans, active duty Soldiers, civilians and their families showed up at Carvers Creek State Park in Fayetteville, North Carolina 

to support the organization and to honor and remember the souls lost on September 11th, 2001.  

A big thank you to our sponsors and vendors:
Fleet Feet Fayetteville

Fayetteville and Fort Liberty’s Walking & Running Store

Pure Barre

Pure Barre Fayetteville | Try a Free Barre Class

Healy Wholesale Company

Healy Wholesale Company, Inc. | Beer & Wine Wholesale

Aldi 4929 Raeford Road, Fayetteville

Shop ALDI Grocery Store Fayetteville, NC | 4920 Raeford Road

Rugged Pilot Coffee Company

Rugged Pilot – RuggedPilot

LMNT 

Electrolytes - LMNT | Zero Sugar Electrolytes | Paleo-Keto Friendly Hydration - LMNT | Zero Sugar Electrolytes | Paleo-Keto Friend-

ly Hydration

Let’s Walk It Out – 222+ Mile Ruck March

Let’s Walk It Out - 222 Mile Ruck March

Altra Running Shoes 

Altra Running Shoes with FootShape™ Comfort

Superfeet

Premium Insoles For Comfort & Pain Relief – Superfeet Worldwide

RUN TO REMEMBER
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RUN TO REMEMBER
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RUN TO REMEMBER
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RUN TO REMEMBER
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78TH NATIONAL CONVENTION
The 82nd Airborne Division Association held its 78th National Convention. The event took place from August 
14th to August 18th at the Rosen Centre in Orlando, Florida. 

A generous thank you to our sponsors and event supporters:

Red Roz 

Bobby Henline
WellDone Comedian Bobby Henline - Home

All-American Band
82nd Airborne Division “All-American” Band and Chorus :: Fort Liberty

All-American Chorus 
82nd Airborne Division “All-American” Band and Chorus :: Fort Liberty

Over the Horizon Brewing
Over the Horizon Brewing - Charleston, SC

Paratroopers, Veterans, and their families gather for a traditional jersey photo at the 78th 82nd Airborne Division 
Association National Convention at the Rosen Centre in Orlando, Florida. 
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CONVENTION AUCTION

Executive Director, James Grimes, auctions off items during the convention. 
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CONVENTION AUCTION
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CONVENTION AUCTION
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CONVENTION BANQUET

Paratroopers, Veterans, and their families enjoy the All-American Band and Chorus, and each other as they congregate for 
the Memorial Dinner at the Rosen Center. 
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CONVENTION BANQUET
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CONVENTION BANQUET
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CONVENTION BANQUET



29Paraglide, Fall 2024 Number 4

SPOUSE BRUNCH

Spouses enjoy a brunch provided during the convention, where they also got to watch a per formance by the All-American 
Chorus. 
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SPOUSE BRUNCH
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SPOUSE BRUNCH
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HOSPITALITY ROOM

Convention attendees gather to enjoy each other ’s company and to watch as Wounded Warrior and Comedian, Bobby 
Henline, presented a stand-up comedy show.
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HOSPITALITY ROOM
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BAND AND CHOIR

The 82nd Airborne Division All-American Band and Chorus put on quite the per formance for attendees of the 78th National 
Convention in Orlando, Florida. 
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BAND AND CHOIR
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82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION DAY

Soldiers, Veterans, and their families gather for the 82nd Airborne Division Association Day at Segra Stadium in August to 

watch the Fayetteville Woodpeckers play a baseball game against the Charleston Riversogs.  
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SEGRA STADIUM
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555TH PIA ASSOCIATION 30TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP BANQUET

Executive Director, James Grimes, presents a $2,000 check to the 555th PIA Association (Samuel Council Chapter) in September 

at their 30th Annual Scholarship Banquet . The Chapter is able to donate 52 $1000 scholarships annually. 
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RECONNECTING WITH THE BROTHERHOOD

 I found myself sitting outside the main hall where the 82nd Airborne Convention was being held in Orlando, FL this 

year with a group that was known as the “Liars Club” among the attendees. I had been asked by one of the veterans I had 

deployed with in 2010 who had been wounded in combat. He had gotten me onto the list to attend convention this year at the 

invitation of the “Wounded Warrior Committee”.

 Jared had piped up when the committee asked if anyone knew of any veterans that could benefi t from attending the 

convention through experiencing a renewal of their support system in reconnecting fellow veterans that had served within 

Division. He had always been enthusiastic to get together with the fellow soldiers he had served with in Afghanistan before he 

was hit with an IED that led to the loss of his arm while on a combat patrol in the Arghandab River Valley. He hadn’t just lost an 

arm in that incident either, as one of his friends, SPC Joseph Caron, was killed in the same blast as well.

 It had been a rough deployment in which the unit had suffered over a 50% casualty rate by the end of their time in the 

valley and the men referred to that piece of ground as the “meat grinder”. There are still stories that circulate FT Bragg (It will 

never be “Liberty”) about the days that 4th Brigade would be on a constant rotation to some of the worst situations imagin-

able. The war was at it’s peak at that time and the people that served were strained to the maximum as the airborne opera-

tions tempo would grind even some of the hardest soldiers to dust.

 But that’s also what formed the glue that brought us all together during the toughest of times and continues to be the 

example of what makes someone who served within the 82nd Airborne a little different of a breed of soldier. I know that they 

love to rub it with the jokes about “legs”, but the fact is that the amount of discipline that it requires to be a successful airborne 

paratrooper makes for a soldier that will stand out among peers in most places found elsewhere within the military.

 The “Liars Club” consisted of a group that was re-living some of the behaviors that make up the large amount of inci-

dents that surround military towns, but in a way where it was contained in the bubble of a few tables that had been cobbled 

together. These were used to hold a massive supply of alcohol that had been brought along to lubricate the conversations 

that would be had that night. Jared coerced a few of us that had served with him overseas and brought us to meet the group. 

Apparently, they had made him the “Sergeant at Arm” (notice the missing plural) when they pinned him as a worthy member 

of the group. 

 It’s not clear yet what constitutes as being eligible for initiation, but the second we had sat down, one of the louder 

members of the group greeted us with champagne bongs and the offer of supplying any drink he could make with the current 

supply they had on hand. If you’ve ever had a drink with paratroopers, you would understand there is never a short supply of 

alcohol on hand during a party. It wasn’t easy to fi nd an open spot to set my own drink on the table, much less think there was 

a threat of running out of liquor.

 After about 10 minutes of hearing war stories swapped, they went to “pin” one of the members in the tradition of 

“blood wings” with a re-enactment of how they did it “back in the day”. I’m still not sure of what I saw as pre shots were taken, 

whiskey spit on the man’s chest, and a set of backless jump wings physically punched into his chest as the members of the 

club hooted and hollered, just as they had all those years ago either at a barracks party or around bonfi re, like we had done in 
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the quad occasionally.

 At fi rst, I thought it a bit ridiculous as these grown men were boisterously mixing tall tales in with truths and slurring 

the truth to a point where there was no point to any of it. It was just a method that offered a way to reconnect with their battles 

after years of having not seen each other. It reminded me of an experiment that had been conducted by Ellen Langer which 

covered the prospect of an anti-aging mindset that challenged elderly people by putting them in an environment from their 

past to help them deal with some of the psychological blocks that were happening in their life at the time.

 One of the members somberly produced two framed photographs of members who had passed away since their 

last get together and the conversation instantly pivoted to talking about experiences that were had in the presence of these 

particular individuals. It quickly turned into a toast, which was followed by one of them singing the words to “Requiem for a 

Soldier” in an acapella rendition of a song that I hadn’t known the tune as anything other than the musical theme to “Band of 

Brothers” at the time.

 The melody hit hard as he sang the words in a beautiful tenor that resonated with a feeling that began to well up in 

my chest and my eyes watered. The scene in front of me was something beautiful and I began to realize just how much times 

like these are needed in revisiting where we came from and the things we experienced together as veterans. It’s not something 

that everyone understands just as it’s not something natural to throw yourself out of a perfectly good airplane.

 That’s why these reunions and events are something 

of an importance to continue for our community as veterans 

and as former paratroopers who served in “America’s Guard 

of Honor”. Those support systems that were forged in our past 

through adversity and tough tasks that were thrown our way 

on an impossible timeline are something that is invaluable and 

needs to be maintained. I’m actually saddened that it’s taken 

me this long to attend one of the convention events, but now 

that I have attended, I am glad that I did, and I hope more get to 

experience something special like I was able to during the 2024 

convention.

AATW FFTS DTV

Will Yeske

Bravo Company 2/508, Bravo Company 1/504, Delta Company 

2/505

Read more by Will Yeske by going to damnthevalleybook.com 

and @damnthevalleybook on social media. You can also search 

Casemate, Amazon, or the ASOM gift shop as well.

RECONNECTING WITH THE BROTHERHOOD
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RECONNECTING WITH THE BROTHERHOOD
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The National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial
Washington D.C.

www.ndswm.org

The Liberation of Kuwait
In 1990, Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait. Within 24 hours, Iraq’s military occupied its southern neighbor and controlled nearly 30% of 

the world’s oil supply. Iraq’s brutal dictator then set his eyes on Saudi Arabia. 

On January 17, 1991, the United States led coalition forces in the liberation of Kuwait, a campaign known as Operation Desert Storm.

Roughly 600,000 American troops were deployed in support both Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm; nearly 400 

died.

The Memorial
Today, the United States lacks a national memorial dedicated to the courage and sacrifi ce of its Armed Forces who honorably fought in 

Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm. The National Desert Storm War Memorial Association’s goal is for completion of the Memori-

al to coincide with the 30th Anniversary of Operation Desert Storm, in 2021.

Memorial Timeline
In 2014, the United States House of Representatives unanimously authorized construction of a Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial 

by a vote of 370-0.

In 2014, President Obama signed the law authorizing a National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial in Washington D.C.

In 2017, President Trump signed a bill into law authorizing a memorial to be built near the National Mall in Washington, D.C at an Area-1 

location.

In 2018, a site for the National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial was approved.

Location 
The Memorial will fall within the shadow of both the Lincoln and Vietnam Veterans Memorials, abutting the National Mall. The Memori-

al’s site is at the southwest corner of Constitution Avenue and 23rd Street Northwest, Washington, D.C.

Financial Position
The Memorial’s estimated cost is $40 million. Current law stipulates that before groundbreaking can commence 110% of the projected 

budget must be raised. All efforts are backed exclusively by private sources. The law authorizing construction of the memorial prohibits 

the use of any federal funds to establish this commemorative work.

As of 31 Dec 2019, the NDSWM has raised $9.0 million of the $40 million-dollar goal: $5.85 million relates to the memorial site award and 

$3.15 million has been donated by individuals, businesses, foreign governments, and Veteran Service Organizations. 
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This section refl ects the backbone of the Association - the Chapters and what you are doing month in and month out to en-

hance the Airborne spirit across America.  When writing for this section, we ask that you keep in mind the following tips.  

Issue date:  The dates are the 30th of January, April, July and October.  Please write as if the event is taking place before those 

dates.  

Captions:  Include information for every photo so everyone will know who’s who.  

Send to Executive Director:  Please send all TAPS, changes of address and new Chapter Offi cers so that the Association’s 

records may be accurately maintained. 

Space:  The general rule for space is that each Chapter is allotted 1 page and we use everyone’s submissions.  However, cuts 

must sometimes be made in the interest of space and overall page count.  

VETERAN CHAPTER NEWS

All Ohio Airborne Days was hosted by the Cleveland/ Akron chapter. Every one had a great time. Some attended the Pro-Foot-
ball Hall of Fame, the Rock and RollHall of Fame, some attended the Guardians play off game. Some attended the casino. 
There was a graveside memorial service for Pvt John Towle MOH recipient and Cleveland native and 82nd Trooper. We had a 
banquet the last night. Thanks for everyone’s help.

CLEVELAND/AKRON CHAPTER
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CLEVELAND/AKRON CHAPTER
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CLEVELAND/AKRON CHAPTER
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CLEVELAND/AKRON CHAPTER
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GEN. DENNIS L . VIA ALL-AIRBORNE SIGNAL CHAPTER
The All-Airborne Signal Chapter attended the annual 82d Airborne Division Association Annual Convention in force this year. 
The team assembled in Orlando, Florida to take advantage of the opportunity to connect with like-minded paratroopers. All 
aspects of the convention, from hospitality rooms and business meetings to the memorial dinner were fi rst-class events. The 
array of veteran and active-duty troopers intermingled, leading to insightful conversation and new friendships.

Our veterans appreciated the opportunity to speak with the newest generation of paratroopers, as it provided a chance to 
learn from the best and stay up to date with the latest trends and developments in the division. They found these discussions 
informative and inspiring, providing valuable insights and knowledge about the state of the division.

The lively and energetic atmosphere in Orlando went far to create a sense of community and excitement that the chapter is 
carrying forward into the future with new plans for growth and collaboration.  The 2024 Convention was a rewarding and 
enjoyable experience for the All-Airborne Signal Chapter, and we are planning on sending a larger contingent next year!
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GEN. DENNIS L . VIA ALL-AIRBORNE SIGNAL CHAPTER
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GENERAL M.B. RIDGWAY ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
We at the Ridgway Chapter had a great summer with monthly meetings and our annual summer picnic. We try to think up ex-
tracurricular activities that our members will enjoy participating in. We realize that monthly business meetings can be slightly 
boring, so we spice it up with museum meetings, Great Lake fi shing trips, and monthly rifl e range shoots and other activities. 
We Look forward to the coming new year, and hope to make many new friends and new members. We are probably bias, but 
we believe that the Ridgway Chapter is wonderful organization with awesome people.  AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY! KNEES IN THE 
BREEZE!
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GREATER DAYTONA CHAPTER
 Farewell Summer of 2024, and welcome cooler breezes along the east coast of Florida.  At our September meeting, we wel-
comed our returning members following our Chapter’s summer break.  Some of our members prefer the cooler summer tem-
peratures “up north,” but they welcome the milder winter temperatures along the east coast of central Florida.  The Chapter 
welcomes all members as we return to Chapter activities until we break next April.    

Each month, Chapter members gather at the Daytona VA Out 
Patient Clinic (OPC) and serve beverages and baked items 
to Veterans who are at the clinic for medical appointments.  
Director Ron Rambow has coordinated with the manager of 
the local Winn-Dixie supermarket, Mr. Andy Roof who donates 
multiple verities of baked and packaged treats for our Veter-
ans.   Pictured here left to right are Chapter Executive Offi cer 
(XO) Brandon Word, Mr. Roof, and Director Rambow.  Brandon 
presented Mr. Roof with a Chapter Certifi cate of Appreciation for 
his generosity which is much appreciated by the Veterans at the 
OPC.   

On 10 August, our Chapter Secretary, Earl Tingle observed a 
milestone birthday.  It was his 80th birthday, and what’s a good 
way for a jumpmaster to commemorate this special day?  Make 
another jump of course!  Earl and his son Earl III made tandem 
jumps from 13,500 feet at Skydive DeLand, Florida on 10 August.  
Numerous family members and friends as well as many Dayto-
na All-Airborne Chapter members were present for this momen-
tous occasion.  Pictured here is Earl in free-fall, and Earl with 
his son following this lifelong father/son memory, and Chapter 
members who attended.  
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In Daytona Beach, we are fortunate to have the 
Veterans Museum and Education Center (VMAEC) 
where we have the opportunity of joining the mu-
seum president, Jose Rosa and other museum staff 
in preserving the legacy of Veterans and providing 
educational knowledge for museum visitors.  The 
Museum was opened on 4 June 1922.  Within the 
museum there is a rich history of heroic stories that 
have shaped our nation.  The museum’s mission is 
to honor Veterans, share their stories, and educate 
the community in preserving the legacy of Veterans.  
Please visit the Museum’s web page at VMAEC.ORG.

Several years ago, Chapter Member Charlie Haycock 
donated a WWII 82nd Airborne Soldier mannequin 
complete with uniform, replica Thompson Sub 
Machine Gun, and other jump gear to the Daytona 
Chapter.  The Chapter decided that this Paratrooper 
would receive more Veteran visibility if it was on 
display in the Veterans Museum and Education 
Center.   On 23 September, Chapter Director David 
Stewart offi ciated in donating this Paratrooper to 
Museum President Jose Rosa.  Mr. Rosa, a US Air 
Force Veteran himself, expressed appreciation to the 
Daytona Chapter for this donation, and added that 
it will always have a place of honor and prominence 
in the museum.  

The Daytona Chapter wishes all other Association 
members a safe and happy Fall as we in Florida 
dodge a few hurricanes.  Wish us well.   AIRBORNE!

GREATER DAYTONA CHAPTER
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We certainly had a great summer and I want to start off by giving credit to the new staff at the Association who worked with 
us to make our fund raising events such a success! A new group at the Association and a new Director of Parks at Kenosha 
County who was patient as we worked through our events, but  we got it done!   

Our fi rst event was the annual Pig Roast put on by Fec’s bar in 
Kenosha. This is one of the best as we are located on Lake Mich-
igan and benefi t from the cool breeze coming off of the lake!  
Chapter member Dan Boring contacted Corporal Tyler Southern 
and invited him to attend. On May 5, 2010, Marine Corporal Tyler 
Southern was on his second deployment with the Weapons 
Company, 81s Platoon, 1st Battalion, 2nd Marines, when he lost 
both of his legs above the knees, his right arm above the elbow, 
and shattered his left arm and hand after stepping on an impro-
vised explosive device (IED) in Musa Qala in the Now Zad District 
of Afghanistan.

Tyler fl ew in from Florida and was escorted to the pig roast 
by members of the Legion Riders who always come out to 
assist the chapter. Tyler didn’t waste any time in getting 
to know the crowd in his specially built wheel chair. While 
he thanked us for the invitation he wanted to get out and 
thank the folks that came out to support the cause.  It was 
a pleasure to present him with a check from our severely 
wounded fund. It doesn’t get better than good weather, two 
pigs with corn on the cob, live music and a guest speaker 
who brought it all together!  

Two weeks later we geared up for our 21st Annual Car Show!  Again, you couldn’t have asked for better weather!  We arrived at 
06:30 to set up and as always we found cars waiting to get in and fi nd a spot for a show that began at 8AM!  We were aided 
by volunteers from a local car club, “The Kenosha Legends”.  They made sure that everyone was parked correctly until we just 
got overwhelmed!!  We had more cars, trucks, and motorcycles than we have ever had before! They came from north of Chica-
go and north of Milwaukee!  Members of the Kenosha Police Auxiliary came out to direct traffi c and assist in spectator parking.  

SOUTHERN WISCONSIN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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The local scout troop came out to present colors at our noon ceremony and Mike from the Biergarten again provided a free 
brat and bier (or soft drink) to all of the volunteers and chapter members.  Mike has been doing this since we moved to the 
county park along with arraigning for other food trucks to be on hand to meet the other needs of the crowd.  Most important 
to serve coffee!!! This year I recognized Mike’s efforts by presenting him with a 82nd Airborne modifi ed “Biergarten” sign.

SOUTHERN WISCONSIN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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We invited back, Airborne Ranger SFC Mike Schlitz to be our 
honored guest for the show.  While serving a tour in Southern 
Baghdad in 2007, Schlitz's truck ran over an Improvised Explo-
sive Device (IED) killing his medic, driver, and gunner. From the 
explosion, Schlitz suffered severe burns to the majority of his 
body, the loss of both of his arms, and vision impairment. He 
now uses prosthetic arms and has had numerous reconstructive 
facial surgeries to help repair the damage to his eyelids, mouth 
and nose.

Mike has had pretty close to a hundred surgeries and jokes 
about once he gets the  hundredth, he get a set of steak 
knives from the surgeons.  Not to be outdone by an Airborne 
Ranger, Chapter Member and Green Beret, Steve Brunell 
presented him with a set of steak knives after he spoke with 
the crowd! He of course received a check from us as well. I put 
Mike to work picking the car that he like the most and we pre-
sented the owner with a Wounded Warrior Selected Trophy.

The Legion Riders came out again to escort Mike to the car 
show and the Kenosha County Executive stopped by to meet 

him.  Thankfully none of the political candidates currently running stopped by looking for votes! Mike was all over the show 
taking  pictures with car owners and thanking them for coming out to support his fellow severely wounded comrades.   

We also took this opportunity to recognize the passing of our Chapter Chairman, Nick Pulera who would have loved to have 
been at the show.  Nick was the founder of our annual event and he will be sorely missed by the chapter and the rest of the 
community.

If any other chapter knows of a severely wounded warrior that could use some support, please contact us! We’re bac on Face 
Book at  “82nd SWAAC “

SOUTHERN WISCONSIN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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On Friday, August 16, 2024, members of the Tillman E. Beikes Chap-
ter from Indianapolis, Indiana, observed a C-130 jump by members 
of Company C, 2-134th Infantry Regiment (Airborne), Indiana Army 
National Guard.  Supporting the event were the parachute riggers 
from 338th Quartermaster Company, also of the Indiana Army 
National Guard.

The chapter members and guests drove to the Quartermaster 
Company where they were greeted with enthusiasm by the unit 
members.  They were given a tour of the rigger shed and then given 
a demonstration of packing the new T-11 parachute.  Joining the 
chapter were ten Junior ROTC students from George Washington 
High School in Indianapolis.

Organizer of the event, Eric Ebb from the Tillman E. Beikes chapter, 
said that his goal was to give these paratroopers from past genera-
tions a chance to feel the excitement of experiencing a jump again, 
from pre-jump preparations to the actual jump.  To see the looks on 
their faces and on those of the High School students was priceless.  I 
defi nitely plan to organize another trip in the future.  Warrant Offi cer 
3, James Gibson of the 338th Quartermaster Company, said that 
this was the fi rst time that an outside group came to watch them 
jump and that we are welcome back anytime.

Airborne!  All the Way!

T.E. BEIKES INDIANAPOLIS ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER

Comparing Experiences

Parachute Demonstration
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T.E. BEIKES INDIANAPOLIS ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER

The Old and the New

Past Meets the PresentTroopers Greeting Members
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T.E. BEIKES INDIANAPOLIS ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
95 Year Old Paratrooper Makes Skyd ive

Boynton “Roby” Robson, a former paratrooper with the 11th Airborne Division (1951–1953), made his third skydive on August 
24th at the Frankfort Airport in Frankfort, Indiana, just days after celebrating his 95th birthday on August 18th. Due to the 82nd 
Airborne Division convention, Robson delayed the jump by one week.

Joining Robson for the jump was his fellow paratrooper, Ted Gaines, an 8th Army Division veteran who celebrated his 80th 
birthday in September. Both men are active members of the Indianapolis Chapter of the Tillman E. Beikes 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion Association, as there is no local airborne chapter in their area of Indiana.

The Indianapolis Chapter is involved in a variety of activities throughout the year, fostering camaraderie and honoring military 
service. Weekly meetings are held on Wednesdays at a local Skyline Chili Parlor, and the chapter also hosts military-themed 
movie nights at a local legion hall. This year, the chapter celebrated WWI hero Sergeant Alvin York, with three of his 
great-grandchildren attending as special guests. In addition, the chapter marked the anniversary of D-Day by screening The 
Longest Day, a fi lm commemorating the June 6, 1944 invasion, which was open to all military personnel.

Each year, the chapter participates in several public service activities, including attending spring JROTC ceremonies where they 
present awards to cadets. On Declaration Day, the chapter lays a wreath at the gravesite of the Four Chaplains at Washington 
Park Cemetery. This year, the chapter will also participate in the Veterans Day parade in Indianapolis.

The Indianapolis Chapter remains a vibrant and active part of the airborne community, honoring the legacy of past and pres-
ent soldiers while fostering fellowship among its members.

PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT IS OPEN TO CHAPTERS & MEMBERS

The Advertisement cost for publishing in the Association Paraglide magazine are noted below:

$500 - Full Page / Color / 4 Issues                    $250 - Half Page / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Quarter Page / Color / 4 Issues       $50 - Business Card / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Facebook & Website Advertising/Monthly

Ads & Artwork must be camera ready.  

For more information please contact the National Headquarters at (910) 223-1182, or via email at 

execdir@82ndairborneassociation.org.   An invoice will be issued once the ad is approved.  ATW!
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WASHINGTON D.C. CHAPTER

Colonel (Ret) James L. Riffe 
Notice of Internment 

Arlington National Cemetery
On Monday

December 2nd, 2024 
at 11AM

All Paratroopers Past and Pres-
ent are Welcome to Attend.

Airborne, All The Way! 

In Memoriam: Colonel (Retired) Jim Riffe, U.S. Army

Colonel Jim Riffe, a stalwart of the U.S. Army, dedicated over three decades of his life in service to our nation. His valor and unwavering commitment 

left an indelible mark on the hearts of those who knew him. Jim’s battlefi eld courage was legendary. He earned the Bronze Star with a V device 

twice! A testament to his gallantry under fi re and a Purple Heart which was a silent tribute to the wounds he sustained during combat on Okinawa. 

In 1947, Jim took fl ight as a paratrooper and gliderman. His wings carried him through the skies, and he served with distinction in the 82nd Airborne 

Division for over a decade as a jumper and Jumpmaster. His journey culminated as the Chief of Staff of the division in the late 1960s. At 95 years old, 

Jim cherished his visits to Ft. Bragg. There, he reunited with old comrades—the Old Timers—and connected with the young troopers who followed 

in his footsteps. The camaraderie, the shared stories, and the bond of the "Airborne" service made these visits special. Jim held dear his friends and 

fellow 82D Power Pack Veteran, Mr. Walter Rauscher. Walter’s generosity in hosting Jim’s birthday lunches and dinners created cherished memories. 

The pinnacle was Jim’s 100th birthday celebration—an unforgettable gathering of family and airborne

comrades. As Jim takes his fi nal jump into eternity, may his landings be soft, and may he fi nd peace. Until we meet again, Colonel Riffe, your legacy 

lives on in the hearts of those who honor your service and friendship. 
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WOUNDED WARRIOR COMMITTEE
Our warriors and families had a great time at the Orlando convention. We had B Co 508th, 4/73rd, and troopers from the 1994 
Pope AFB crash in attendance. They went to Disney, Sea World and the ocean. All had a great time. Thanks Bobby Henline for 
doing his comedy show. He was smoking. Thanks to a great team. Thanks Dee. AATW 
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WOUNDED WARRIOR COMMITTEE
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S U P P L Y C H A I N E X C E L L E N C E

A S S E S S M E N T S | T R A N S F O R M A T I O N | E X P E R T I S E

S C M D U E D I L I G E N C E

P M I P L A N I M P L E M E N T A T I O N

S C M G A P A N A L Y S I S

C O S T S A V I N G S

P R O C E S S O P T I M I Z A T I O N

C O N T I N U O U S I M P R O V E M E N T

“We deliver End-to-End
Supply Chain Management
solutions with better quality

at a better price.”

info@mitchell-taylor.com82nd Airborne Paratrooper Owned & Operated
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We would like to thank the following individuals and organizations that have donated 

to the Association during the last quarter. Your generosity allows us to continue our 

Mission and fund Programs that benefi t our Active Duty Troopers and to continue to fi nd 

new programs. We could not do this without your generosity and support. Thank you. 

Airborne! 

DONATIONS TO THE ASSOCIATION

DONOR  AMOUNT 

Jean-Paul Bonnet  $10.00 

Nicholas Reed  $10.00 

Ian McQuade  $20.00 

Edwin Ramos  $20.00 

Joel Reynolds  $20.00 

Thomas Milone  $25.00 

Douglas Ramirez  $25.00 

Randy Robertson  $25.00 

James Derleth  $25.00 

Goerge Vickers  $25.00 

James Derleth  $25.00 

Goerge Vickers  $25.00 

Clarence Potter  $40.00 

Sean Ellis  $50.00 

William Miller  $100.00 

Robert Stonerock $125.00 

David Fraley  $155.33 

82nd Abn Div Association Ed Fund $234.00 

Randall Soboul  $460.76 

504th PIR Association $500.00 

Larry Slavicek $2,000.00 

Thank You!Thank You!
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I (We) ______________________________________________, would like to make a donation to the 
82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. for the 82nd Association General Fund.

____ Please record my name in the next issue of the Paraglide.

____ Please accept my donation in memory of ____________________________________________________.

____ I wish for my donation to remain anonymous.  

Please make checks payable to the 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. and mail to:  

82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc.
Attn:  James Grimes, Executive Director

P.O. Box 87482
Fayetteville, NC 28304-7482

contributions to the 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. are not tax deductible at this time.  Funds will be used 
throughout the year to defray the costs of association operations and the publishing of the Paraglide.  

We are happy to report that the 82nd Airborne Division Association has received our 501(c)3 Non-Profi t Status approval letter. We are currently 

working to secure the 501(c)3 status for each of our Chartered Chapters and will announce when we have resolution on our request. A copy of 

our 501(c)3 letter is located on our website at: http://www.82ndairborneassociation.org/assets/1.-501(c)3-tax-exempt-letter-23jul2019.pdf 

PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT IS NOW OPEN TO NON-MEMBERS

The Advertisement cost for publishing in the Association Paraglide magazine are noted below:

$2000 - Full Page / Color / 4 Issues                    $1000 - Half Page / Color / 4 Issues

$500 - Quarter Page / Color / 4 Issues       $250 - Business Card / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Facebook & Website Advertising/Monthly

Ads & Artwork must be camera ready.  

For more information please contact the National Headquarters at (910) 223-1182, or via email at 

execdir@82ndairborneassociation.org.   An invoice will be issued once the ad is approved.  ATW!
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AAW 2025

79th Convention 

The dates for All American Week 2025 
will be 25 May - 29 May.

We will have the online registration open 
and printable forms available 

on the website shortly.
Please watch our social media channels for

more information. 

The dates for the 79th Convention 
will be 5 August - 9 August.

We will have the online registration open 
and printable forms available 

on the website shortly.
Please watch our social media channels for

more information. 
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www.82ndAirborneAssociation.org

www.facebook.com/82ndAssociation 82nd airborne division association inc

@82ndABNAssoc@82ndABNDIVAssoc

This year, the 82nd Airborne Division Association will again provide 1000
Holiday meals to Junior Enlisted Members and their Families during the

Thanksgiving and December Holiday Seasons.

Please help us by supporting our Holiday Troop Support projo ect through
monetary donations or goods to be distributed.

Donations will support our effff off rts to provide meals and other endeavors that
benefiff t our young Troopers and their Families.

Become a Sponsor

www.82ndAirborneAssociation.org/Donate

Be a Partner with the 82nd Association
Have your signage present at our
distribution events..
Receive six months of advertisement
space on our website.
Six monthly social media posts.
Full-page advertisement in our next
Convention AD Book

for more information: email
admin@82ndAirborneAssssociation.org

Master Parachutist - $5,000 Senior Parachutist - $2,500

Parachutist - $1,000

Receive six months of advertisement
space on our website.
Six monthly social media posts.
Half-ff page advertisement in our next
Convention AD Book

Receive three months of advertisemennt
space on our website.
Three monthly social media posts.
Quarter-page advertisement in the
next Convention AD Book
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This year the 82nd Airborne Division Association will again provide 1000 Holiday meals
to Junior Enlisted Members and Families of the 82nd Airborne Division                                   

during Thanksgiving and December Holiday Season.

The dates for this year:
November 21st, 2024
December 13th ,2024

Please help us by supporting our Holiday Troop Support project 
through monetary donations through goods to be distributed.  

Donations will go to support our efforts of providing meals
and other endeavors that benefit 

our young Troopers and their Families. 

For more information, please contact us by email at:

execsec@82ndAirborneAssociation.org or by phone at: 910/223-1182

Mailing address:
82nd ABN DIV Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 87482
Fayetteville, NC 28326

We are a 501(c)3 non-profit organization as of 23 July 2019.  

Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 
919/814-5400.  The license is not an endorsement of the State.

THIS IS A NON-FEDERAL ENTITY. IT IS NOT A PART OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OR ANY OF ITS COMPONENTS AND IT HAS NO GOVERNMENTAL STATUS.   ARH
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The 82nd Airborne Division Association will be taking part
in The Cumberland County Community Foundation’s

Giving Tuesday event.
This is a wonderful opportunity to donate to

the 82nd Airborne Division Association
and have your donation amplified.

Our live period will be from
Monday, 11/25/2024 at 9:00 am

and runs through Wednesday, 12/4/2024 at 5:00 pm.

(Please note that the link below and QR code will only be live
between the above dates and times.)

https://bit.ly/3Cggu2S

www.82ndAirborneAssociation.org
www.facebook.com/82ndAssociation 82nd airborne division association inc

@82ndABNAssoc@82ndABNDIVAssoc
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AIRBORNE NIGHT OUT
January 25, 2025

This year, the 82nd Airborne Division Association is hosting our
winter Airborne Night Out at with the Fayetteville Marksmen at the

Crown Coliseum.

A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away the Fayetteville Marksmen
began their battle with the evil empire in Roanoke.

With light sabers and blasters, these two rivals have battled for years, but
now the battle plays out at the Crown Coliseum.

Come meet your favorite Star Wars characters and get up-close and
personal with the iconic intergalactic movie series.

Game time is 6 p.m.
We invite everyone to come out and enjoy a terrific event with your

82nd Airborne Division Association Family.

Your family and loved ones are encouraged to attend.
Please be on the lookout for further information in emails and on our

social media channels.

www.82ndAirborneAssociation.org

www.facebook.com/82ndAssociation 82nd airborne division association inc

@82ndABNAssoc@82ndAirborneDivisionAssociation
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Chartered by
The United States Congress

KENTUCKY AIRBORNE CHAPTER
2025 KENTUCKY AIRBORNE REUNION

Lexington, KY 06-08 Mar 2025
A Brotherhood Formed in Sweat

and Blood

-
-
-
-
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Full Page
88.5””w x11”h 

Live Area:

77.5”ww x 10”h

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT

For Chapters & Members 50% off
Ad Specifications and Rates effective 01 AUG 2024

The 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. is an IRS 501(c)3, a non-profit- organizaation.

Pllease checckk the space desired for your ad: 
Full PPagee -- $500.00 includes full-color AD & published in the following four Issues r
Half PPage - $250.00 includes full-color AD & published in the following four Issuues
Quartter paage - $150.00 includes full-color AD & published in the following four Issues r
Businnesss Card - $50.00 includes full-color AD & published in the following fourr Issuess 
Sociaal MMedia & Website Advertising - $75.00 (reg $150.00)/Monthly

I (we)) heereeby authorize the insertion of our advertisement, per the attached coppy, in thhe 82nd Airborrne 
DDivision Asssoociation’s Paraglide, for which I (we) agree to pay in advance the summ of $ . 

(All Ads are subject to approval)

Name:   

Adddress:   

Phhone: (  ) Email: 

Pleaase mmake all checks or money orders payable to 82nd Airborne Division Associatioon and mail too:

82nd Airborne Division Association 
PO Box 87482

Fayetteville, NC 28304
910-223-1182

admin@82ndAirborneAssociation.org

Ads may be sent electronically or by mail and must be copyy-readyy.
When subbmmitting payments, checks or money orders can be mailed, or conntact the office to mmake 

electronic payment arrangements.

Business Card

3.5”h x 2”h

Live Area: 

2” x 3”

¼ Page
4.25”w x11”h

Live Area:

3.75”w x 5”h

Half Page
8.5”w x 5.5”h

Live Area:

7.5”w x 4.5”h

ACCEPTABBLE FORRMATS:

Printed Copyy 
Adobbe PDF: 

- High JPG compressionn. Down ssampled to 300ddpi
Phottoshop:

- Layered and flattened vversion
- 100% or greater, no filees smalleer than 150 dpi ssize

SPECIFFICATIONNS: 
- Black and white/color, nno bleedss
- ½” margin on all sides (except bbusiness cards)
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82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT  

For NON-MEMBERS 
Ad Specifications and Rates effective 01 AUG 2024 

 

The 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. is an IRS 501(c)3, a non-profit organization. 
 

 

  

Please check the space desired for your ad:   
   Full Page - $2,000.00 includes full-color AD and published in the following four Issues    
   Half Page - $1,000.00 includes full-color AD and published in the following four Issues    
   Quarter page - $500 includes full-color AD and published in the following four Issues    
   Business Card - $250    includes full-color AD and published in the following four Issues    

 
 

I (we) hereby authorize the insertion of our advertisement, per the attached copy, in the 82nd Airborne 
Division Association’s Paraglide, for which I (we) agree to pay in advance the sum of 

$________________. (All Ads are subject to approval) 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (_____)___________________ Email: ________________________________________ 

Please make all checks or money orders payable to 82nd Airborne Division Association and mail to: 

82nd Airborne Division Association 
PO Box 87482 

Fayetteville, NC  28304 
910-223-1182 

admin@82ndAirborneAssociation.org 
 

Ads may be sent electronically or by mail and must be copy-ready.   
When submitting payments, checks or money orders can be mailed, or contact the office to 

make electronic payment arrangements.   
 

    

  

ACCEPTABLE FORMATS: 
 

Printed Copy 
Adobe PDF: 

- High JPG compression. Down sampled to 300dpi 
Photoshop: 

- Layered and flattened version 
- 100% or greater, no files smaller than 150 dpi size 

SPECIFICATIONS: 
- Black and white/color, no bleeds 
 - ½” margin on all sides (except business cards) 

Full Page 
8.5”w x11”h 

Live Area: 

7.5”w x 10”h 

Half Page 
8.5”w x 5.5”h 

Live Area: 

7.5”w x 4.5”h 

¼ Page 
4.25”w x11”h 

Live Area: 

3.75”w x 5”h 

Business Card 
3.5”h x 2”h 

Live Area: 

2” x 3” 
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   I’m John P. Hammack, a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ with over 30 years of experience and I can 
guide you through whatever life throws your way. From 
investment management and estate planning to retirement
distribution strategies and small business planning. 

   I’ll be by your side every step of the way so you’ll never 
be without your “battle buddy”. Because in personal 
wealth management, like the military, relationships 
matter. 

  Please call my office at 848-844-1017 to schedule your free 
consultation today.

Proudly served in A Co, 
4/325 (ABCT) 1983-1985

Secretary/Treasurer,

COHORT Chapter

82nd ABN DIV Association

Registered Investment Advisor
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Eminent author, military historian, radio commentator, national and international re- 
porter Robert J. Dvorchak, has produced the definitive history of the Golden Brigade in Vi- 
etnam. The young troopers of the Brigade really wrote this history over 50 years ago with 
their blood, sweat and tears. The author has masterfully interwoven the history of the war, the 
turmoil of the 1960’s with the individual stories of the young men who fought and served. 
Those who died, were wounded and the lucky ones; whether on the line or in the rear, who 
came back with the memories, both good and bad, of an experience which has profoundly 
impacted their lives will be forever remembered in this masterpiece. 

This beautiful hardbound 528 page book is crammed with over 64 pages of color and 
black and white pictures, key maps and interviews of “those who have been there and done 
that”.  It has been written in American blood, authored by an American, and printed in 
America by Americans.  

Now is your opportunity to get books from this first run. An ideal gift for children, 
grandchildren, friends and family. Anyone interested in 82nd history won’t be disappointed.  

Special 1st Run Offer 
This book will list in bookstores for $35.00 + tax. You can now purchase yours including 

shipping and handling delivered to your doorstep. 
In addition, Bob will autograph and date each copy with a personal message. 

Should you want a special message to a loved one or even yourself, please clearly specify that 
on a separate sheet of paper. Please be patient as this will take time to be done right. 

Send you checks and desired personal messages to: 

 Robert J. Dvorchak, 178 Jade Drive, Verona, PA 15147       412-793-5068 
Bdvorchak@msn.com.         (call over 5 books) 

Questions: Golden Brigade Chapter 804-338-8222 
Name  Address __________________________________

        City  State  Zip  #copies x $35___ 

52 Years of Waiting 
2 1/2 Years of Interviews, Research  

and Writing 

Available Now!!!!! 
Sponsored by the Golden Brigade Chapter, 

82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. 
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Educational Fund Contributions
The following contributions have been made to the 82nd Airborne Division Association Educational Fund since last publi-

cation of the Paraglide.  These gifts are greatly appreciated.

A special thank you to all of those who contributed to the Edu-

cational Fund through the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC), 

and other work place campaigns by direct donation or pay-

roll deduction. Your contributions have enabled the Fund to 

increase the number of scholarship grants awarded. Federal 

statute prohibits CFC’s from providing the dollar amount of in-

dividual’s donations. The only information the Fund receives is 

a list of names and addresses, in order that acknowledgments 

may be sent. Thanks again—You have made a difference!

DONOR

John Bentley

James Shelton

AMOUNT

$25.00

$50.00

Scholarship Application for the School Year 2024-2025 Deadline: 

OCTOBER 15, 2025

Applications and criteria for the 82nd Airborne Division Association Educational Fund are available from your chap-

ter. All dependent children of paid for life 82nd Association members and former troopers who received an hon-

orable discharge within the last two years and are paid for life All American Members are eligible to apply. Former 

troopers may now receive the grant for four years. Completed applications MUST be sent to the address below and 

postmarked no later than October 15, 2025.  Applications may not be sent by UPS or FedEx.  Be sure to complete all 

parts of the application. Incomplete applications will not be considered. Students must be enrolled in twelve hours 

and working towards a degree; awarded grant money is mailed to the college before the spring semester.  

82nd Airborne Division Association, Educational Fund

PO Box 87482, Fayetteville

NC  28304-7482

For more information, contact your Chapter Chairman or Secretary.  

Donations may be sent to the address above or online at 

www.82ndairborneassociation.org/education-fund.html
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EEffective  AApril 22023  

  
PPlease return completed application       AAll applications must Include verification of  
aand payment to:         eeligibility paperworkk. Must show honorable 

82nd Airborne Division Association   discharge, airborne qualification or proof of 
 PO Box 87482     assignment or attachment to the 82nd Airborne 
 Fayetteville, NC 28304                    Division. Please see information sheet for  
       acceptable documentation. 
 

Membership Application, payment and update can also be processed online at www.82ndairborneassociation.org  
under the Membership link or use the QR Code 

. 

882nnd  AAIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION    
VVETERAN MMEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

AAlll fields must be filled in and please pprint legibly!  
PPEERSONAL INFORMATION:  
 
Name (First)__________________________(M.I) _______(Last)____________________________________ 

 
Street Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State and Zip Code________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email___________________________________________    (No email address will restrict your access to information.) 
 
Chapter Preference_________________________________  
 
Phone (home)_________________________________________      (cell)__________________________________________ 
 
SSN (last four only)/ASN_______________________________    Date of Birth_______________________________________ 
 
Occupation_________________________________________    Spouse____________________________________________ 
 

PPlease check one:   ____ Annual Membership ($35.00) or ____ All American Member $350. 
  

_____Transfer Chapter               _____ Update Information 
 

_____ Current Member Replacement Card ($5.00)     _____Replacement Certificate for Current All American Members ($10.00) 
 
II would like to donate:    ______$10.00     _______$25.00    ______$50.00     ______$100    __________other amount - to the General 

Fund to benefit the Association’s Programs 
 
SSERVICE INFORMATION::  
 
Current Status:    _____Retired Military/Veteran         _____Active Duty/Reserve/National Guard         _____Rank 
 

*****Time in Service:  Entered Service ((month/year)_______________    ETS Date (month/year)____________****  
 

List AIRBORNE Unit(s) and Combat tours (Most recent first.) Please use the back if more space is needed. 
 
Unit 1_________________________________________ from month/yr ___________ to month/yr __________ 
 
Unit 2_________________________________________ from month/yr ___________ to month/yr __________ 
 
Combat Tour/Conflict: ______________________________ from month/yr _________ to month/yr __________ 
 
Combat Tour/Conflict: ______________________________ from month/yr _________ to month/yr __________ 
 
Signature______________________________________________        Date______________________________ 
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MILITARY MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION/UPDATE

82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION, INC.
Please print legibly!

Membership/Updates can also be processed online 
with the QR Code or online at 

www.82ndairborneassociation.org under the 
Membership link.

FORMAL NAME (No Nicknames):____________________________________ 

DATE OF BIRTH: ____________________

ADDRESS (HOME OF RECORD):

STREET:_________________________________________ CITY:__________________ STATE:________   ZIP:__________    

RANK: __________    SSN (LAST 4 Only): ________________     

MARITAL STATUS: ________________    SPOUSE’S NAME: ____________________________   

HOME #: (_____) ______________    CELL #: (______) _______________ 

CIVILIAN EMAIL ONLY: _______________________________________    
                                                                                                                             

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS FOR THOSE CURRENTLY SERVING IN OR ATTACHED TO
THE 82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION

____ FIRST YEAR NEW ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP IS
FREE

____ ANNUAL RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP (except for First 
Year) - $8.20

____ ALL AMERICAN MEMBERSHIP  
E-1 to E-4 - $82.00

____ ALL AMERICAN MEMBERSHIP 
E-5 to E-7 / W-1, W-2 / O-1 to O-3 - $150.00

____ ALL AMERICAN MEMBERSHIP 
E-8 and E-9, W-3 and O-4 and up $350.00

LIST AIRBORNE UNIT(S)

CURRENT UNIT :_________________________________________ FROM MO/YR:__________

      Combat Tour Location: ______________________________ FROM MO/YR___________ TO MO/YR: _________  

Upon ETS, please specify an affiliate Chapter you would like to transfer your membership to: __________________________
Veteran Chapters can be found at the following link: https://82ndairborneassociation.org/chapter-locator.html or use the above 
QR Code. Affiliate Chapter may contact you only to inform you of local events.

BENEFITS: You have joined a Fraternity of Airborne Troopers (Paratroopers and Glidermen) that became the Charter members during 
WWII. Their legacy has proudly continued through the years by Paratroopers that now exceed 34,000 members in the largest and only 
Charter Airborne Association in the world. Additional benefits can be found on our website.

LIFE MEMBERS: Receive a membership card and Certificate, are eligible to attend the August National Convention for life and are eligible 
for dependent children to receive College Scholarship Grants for up to 4 years.

ANNUAL MEMBERS: Receive a card that will expire one year from date of issue and are eligible to attend the August National 
Convention.

(Military Member Application - 4/2023)
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Current 82nd Airborne Division 
Association Card # 82nd Association Chapter 

Name Email

Address

State Zip +

From 
(MM/DD/YYYY)

To 
(MM/DD/YYYY) Date of Birth 

(MM/DD/YYYY)

Rank SSN

Telephone

Spouse's 
First Name Make check/money order payable 

to the 
Association, Inc. and mail to: 

, Treasurer     
   

, NC 2      
If you are also joining the 82nd 

Association, please send a
check/money order for that 

membership payable to the 82nd 
Airborne Division Association.   

Single

Widowed

Married Children

Male

Female

Annual 
Dues:

Lifetime 
Dues:

City 
Dates Assigned/ 
Attached to the 
1st BCT

Unit 

Current 
Occupation 

Payment 
Enclosed 504 
PIR Assn. 

Payment 
Enclosed 82nd 
Assn.   

Annual 
Dues:

Lifetime 
Dues:

Questions or comments concerning the Association should be directed to one of the

following Officers:  Association Secretary -   

Association Treasurer - 

$15.00 $90.00 

$15.00 
$8.50

$35.00 $350.00

$35.00

$35.00 $150.00

$35.00 $350.00
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PANTHERS

505 RCT

H-MINUS

Golden Brigade

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

JUMP QUALIFIED Applicants OR Those Who Have Served in Combat with or Attached
to One of the Following:

3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division
505th Parachute Infantry Regiment
555th Parachute Infantry Battalion
Any Airborne Battle Group, 505th Infantry

505th Regimental Combat Team
505th Airborne Infantry Regiment
Golden Brigade
508 Regimental Combat Team

PANTHER ASSOCIATION

Annual Membership $15.05
Lifetime Membership $75.05

Name D.O.B.
(Last Name) (First Name) (Middle Initial)

Home Of Record

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone Number (  ) E-Mail

Unit assigned to From To

Rank/Grade

DD214____     Jump School____  Location____     Year____  Company_______________

Currently a member of (check those that apply):
505th RCT Association___ 505th Chapter of the 82nd Association___
Golden Brigade Chapter of the 82nd Association___ 555th Parachute Infantry Association___
None of the above___

Type of Membership:   _________(Lifetime)   _________(Annual)
Make checks/Money order payable to Panther Association and mail to:
Panther Association, Inc. – 

Parachute Infantry Reg
im

en
t

505
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82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION WOUNDED WARRIOR DONATIONS

Reaching out to 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warriors. Have you ever thought about reuniting with your 
Battle Buddies? Why not have your reunion at the 82nd Abn Div Association National Convention this year.  We can help.

If you are interested please contact the following for details.    
Gary Rezabek,President 82nd Abn Div Assoc Wounded Warrior committee at garyrezabek@yahoo.com  216-310-4872

Contributions to the Wounded Warrior Program  are 501(c)(3) tax deductible and will be used solely and 100% to defray costs 

to sponsor our 82nd Airborne Division Wounded Warriors. Please make check/money order payable to 

82nd Abn Div Assoc WW Fund and mail to:  PO Box 87482 • Fayetteville, NC 28304-7482.

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Amount: _________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________City: ______________________State: ____________Zip: ____________

Note:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________________    Date: ____________________

If you have any questions with regards to the support for our Wounded Warriors; please feel free to contact one of your com-

mittee members:  Gary Rezabek, President (garyrezabek@yahoo.com), Sue Federinko, Vice President (sfederinko82@gmail.

com); Maggie Peppers, Secretary (peppers@82ndairborneassociation.org), Larry Stewart, Treasurer. 

The 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior Committee will consider requests of the Divisions Wounded War-

rior/ Purple Heart recipients for their own personal events. These might include fi shing trips. mountain climbing, wounded 

warrior events, bike races and other events they might want to be sponsored for. They may request this through Gary 

Rezabek as listed above.

PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT IS OPEN TO CHAPTERS & MEMBERS

The Advertisement cost for publishing in the Association Paraglide magazine are noted below:

$500 - Full Page / Color / 4 Issues                    $250 - Half Page / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Quarter Page / Color / 4 Issues       $50 - Business Card / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Facebook & Website Advertising/Monthly

Ads & Artwork must be camera ready.  

For more information please contact the National Headquarters at (910) 223-1182, or via email at 

execdir@82ndairborneassociation.org.   An invoice will be issued once the ad is approved.  ATW!
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WOUNDED WARRIOR & GOLD STAR FAMILIES
Of the 82nd Airborne Division

The committee of the 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior Fund has made some 

changes over the past few years. The Committee has grown to meet the needs of troopers with service 

connected disabilities that were sustained in combat or during a training accident. 

We have been assisting our troopers and their families in different ways over the last few years. 

We have assisted with:

Educational needs.

Housing improvements.

Travel and lodging for All American Week and to the 82nd Airborne National Convention. 

Donations to the Fisher House at Ft Sam Houston TX, Walter Reed Army Medical Center Wash. DC and 

our own beloved Womack Army Medical Center NC.      

Assisting Gold Star Families as needed.                                         

If you are interested please contact the following for details.   

PP Gary Rezabek, President 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior committee at 

garyrezabek@yahoo.com      216-310-4872.

Dir Maggie Peppers, Secretary 82nd Airborne Division Association WWF Committee.                                         

abnpep@gmail.com, 440-300-8903

Larry Stewart, Treasurer 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior Committee. stew-

art@82ndairborneassociation.org , 281-844-1421

 Contributions to the Wounded Warrior Program are 501(c)(3) tax deductible and will be used solely and 

100% to defray costs to sponsor our 82nd Airborne Division Wounded Warriors.

Please make check/money order payable to 82nd Airborne Division Association WW Fund and mail to:                                                   

PO Box 87482 • Fayetteville, NC 28304-7482.

 Your 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior Committee would like to sincerely Thank You 

for your continued support for our Troopers through your donations, prayers, notes, etc. If you have any 

questions with regards to the support for our Wounded Warriors; please feel free to contact one of your 

committee members.

 If you need a little inspiration. Here are a few photos that remind us of how strong our warriors really 

are and how thankful we are to have them in our lives. Airborne! All the Way.

Gary Rezabek,

  President 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior Fund.



89Paraglide, Fall 2024 Number 4



90 Paraglide, Fall 2024 Number 4

The Members of the 82d Airborne Division Association and their families 

extend their deepest sympathies to the loved ones of these Troopers who have landed on their last drop 

zone.  They gave their all. Their contributions and friendship have made a lasting impression on all of us. 

We’ll miss you Trooper.

TAPS

Old Troopers never die, Old Troopers never die, 
they just slip away . . .they just slip away . . .

Balint
Joseph “Joe” George Balint, an 

All American member of the 

CPL Steven Koch All Airborne 

Chapter, passed away 9 April 

2024. He served with HSB 

3/319th AFAR, 82nd Airborne 

Division from 1992-1995.

Hall
James Hall, a member of the 

West Virginia All Airborne 

Chapter, passed away. He 

served with 1-17 CAV, 101st Air-

borne Division from 1966-1968.

Lodzinski
Ronald Lodzinski, an All Amer-

ican member of the Badger 

State Chapter, passed away 

1 July 2028. He served with 

HHB/456 ABN ARTY, 82nd Air-

borne Division from 1955-1957.

Mondie
Donald G. Mondie, an All 

American member of the 

CPL Steven Koch All Airborne 

Chapter, passed away 15 April 

2024. He served with 407th

S&T BN, 82nd Airborne Division 

from 1960-1962. And A/1-SFGA, 

from 1962-1964

Neale
Charles Neale, an All Amer-

ican member of the West 

Virginia All Airborne Chapter, 

passed away 11 July 2022. He 

served CSC/504 PIR, 82nd Air-

borne Division from 1950-1952.

Scarano
Leonard Scarano, an All 

American member of the 

CPL Steven Koch All Airborne 

Chapter, passed away 14 

January 2024. He served with 

HHC/2-503 PIR, 82nd Airborne 

Division from 1959-1961.

Schmitz
James Schmitz, an All Amer-

ican member of the Badger 

State Chapter, passed away 7 

April 2024. He served with 11th 

AD, 187 RCT from 1951-1953.

Schoolcraft
Carlos Schoolcraft, a member 

of the West Virginia All Air-

borne Chapter, passed away 

29 May 2016. He served with 

101st Airborne Division from 

1954-1958. 

Teriaca
Raymond Teriaca, an All 

American member of the 

Badger State Chapter, passed 

away 6 May 2024. He served 

with HHC, 1-325 AIR, 82nd Air-

borne Division from 1965-1968.
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PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT IS NOW OPEN TO NON-MEMBERS

The Advertisement cost for publishing in the Association Paraglide magazine are noted below:

$2000 - Full Page / Color / 4 Issues                    $1000 - Half Page / Color / 4 Issues

$500 - Quarter Page / Color / 4 Issues       $250 - Business Card / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Facebook & Website Advertising/Monthly

Ads & Artwork must be camera ready.  

For more information please contact the National Headquarters at (910) 223-1182, or via email at 

execdir@82ndairborneassociation.org.   An invoice will be issued once the ad is approved.  ATW!

Al Broadbent
Partner, Charlottesville, VA, US 
International Trade & National Security
t: +1 202.857.4440

Alan Enslen
Partner, Washington, D.C., US
International Trade & National Security
t: +1 202.857.4515

1000
LAWYERS

32 LOCATIONS
across the US and UK

More than 
400 PARTNERS

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND NATIONAL SECURITY
“Get to Yes” while protecting your business. We help 
companies achieve mission success without compromising 
your ideals.  

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS
Find, win, and keep your government contracts. We help 
companies manage government contracts within complex 
global transactions. 

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Accelerate your business growth. We help companies adapt 
and overcome legal obstacles to achieve mission success.

Womble Bond Dickinson is the trade name of Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP and Womble 
Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP. For more information, please see www.womblebonddickinson.
com/us/legal-notices. ©2024 Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP

womblebonddickinson.com
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ALABAMA

VULCAN CHAPTER
vulcan@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.vulcanchapter82ndabn.org

ARIZONA 

LONDON BRIDGE ALL ABN CHAPTER
londonbridge@82ndairborneassociation.org

NORTHERN ARIZONA ALL ABN CHAPTER
northernaz@82ndairborneassociation.org

PHOENIX JOSEPH P. SCHWAN CHAPTER
phoenix@82ndairborneassociation.org

SOUTHERN ARIZONA CHAPTER
www.airbornearizona.com
southernaz@82ndairborneassociation.org

CALIFORNIA

GOLDEN GATE CHAPTER
goldengate@82ndairborneassociation.org

LEW MILLETT MOH MEMORIAL CHAPTER
lewmilletmoh@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.oc82ndabn.org

SAN DIEGO ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
sandiego@82ndairborneassociation.org

CSM RAY VERDUGO MEMORIAL 
CHAPTER SAN GABRIEL
csmverdugo@82ndairborneassociation.org

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY CHAPTER
sanjoaquin@82ndairborneassociation.org

COLORADO

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER
rockymountain@82ndairborneassociation.org

CONNECTICUT 

GREATER HARTFORD CHAPTER
greaterhartford@82ndairborneassociation.org

FLORIDA 

DANIEL S. CAMPBELL ALL ABN CHAPTER
danielscampbell@82ndairborneassociation.org

GREATER DAYTONA ALL ABN CHAPTER
greaterdaytona@82ndairborneassociation.org

JACKSONVILLE ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
jacksonville@82ndairborneassociation.org

NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER
northcentralfl @82ndairborneassociation.org

ORLANDO ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
orlando@82ndairborneassociation.org

SOUTH FLORIDA ALL ABN CHAPTER
southfl orida@82ndairborneassociation.org

SPACE COAST ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
spacecoast@82ndairborneassociation.org

TAMPA BAY ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
tampabay@82ndairborneassociation.org

GEORGIA

DONALD LASSEN/ATLANTA ALL ABN CHAPTER
donaldlassen@82ndairborneassociation.org

IDAHO

IDAHO ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
idaho@82ndairborneassociation.org

For additional Chapter contact information, please visit our website at 
www.82nd airborneassociation.org/chapter-locator.

CHAPTERS BY STATE
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ILLINOIS 

CHICAGO CHAPTER
chicago@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.chicagoairborne.com

JOHN STEELE CHAPTER
johnsteele@82ndairborneassociation.org

INDIANA

TILLMAN E. BEIKES INDIANAPOLIS
ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
indy@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.indianaairborne.org

KENTUCKY

KENTUCKY ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
kentucky@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.kentuckyairborne.org 

LOUISIANA 

ACADIANA CHAPTER
acadiana@82ndairborneassociation.org

MASSACHUSETTS

LTG JAMES M. GAVIN CHAPTER
ltggavin@82ndairborneassociation.org

MICHIGAN 

JAMES W. ETHERTON DETROIT CHAPTER
ethertondetroit@82ndairborneassociation.org
(734) 891-5659

MID-MICHIGAN CHAPTER
mid-michigan@82ndairborneassociation.org

NORTHERN MICHIGAN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
northernmichigan@82ndairborneassociation.org

WESTERN UPPER-PENINSULA CHAPTER
westernup@82ndairborneassociation.org

WOLVERINE ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
wolverine@82ndairborneassociation.org

MISSOURI 

GATEWAY CHAPTER
gateway@82ndairborneassociation.org

MID-AMERICA CHAPTER
mid-america@82ndairborneassociation.org

NEBRASKA 

CORNHUSKER CHAPTER
cornhusker@82ndairborneassociation.org

NEVADA

CAL-NEVADA ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
cal-nevada@82ndairborneassociation.org

NEW JERSEY 

NEW JERSEY CPL STEVEN KOCH 
ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER (f/k/a North Jersey Chapter)
northjersey@82ndairborneassociation.org

CPL EDWARD A. SLAVIN CHAPTER
cpledwardaslavin@82ndairborneassociation.org

NEW YORK 

CENTRAL NEW YORK ALL ABN CHAPTER
centralny@82ndairborneassociation.org

GREATER ROCHESTER NY ALL ABN CHAPTER
greaterrochester@82ndairborneassociation.org

NEW YORK CHAPTER
newyork@82ndairborneassociation.org

NIAGARA FRONTIER CHAPTER
niagara@82ndairborneassociation.org

WALTER E. HUGHES TRI-STATE  
MID- HUDSON CHAPTER
walterehughes@82ndairborneassociation.org

CHAPTERS BY STATE
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NORTH CAROLINA 

FAYETTEVILLE CHAPTER
fayetteville@82ndairborneassociation.org

ST. MICHAEL’S ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
st.michaels@82ndairborneassociation.org

OHIO 

JOHN TOWLE CLEVELAND/AKRON CHAPTER
johntowlecleveland@82ndairborneassociation.org
akron@82ndairborneassociation.org

CENTRAL OHIO ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
centralohio@82ndairborneassociation.org

GENERAL RIDGWAY CHAPTER
generalridgway@82ndairborneassociation.org

TOLEDO CHAPTER
toledo@82ndairborneassociation.org

OKLAHOMA  

OKLAHOMA ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
oklahoma@82ndairborneassociation.org

PENNSYLVANIA 

CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER
www.centralpa82airborne.org
centralpa@82ndairborneassociation.org

1SG LEONARD A. FUNK MOH
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER
1sgfunkmoh@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.82ndairbornepitt.org

LEHIGH VALLEY CHAPTER
lehighvalley@82ndairborneassociation.org

NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER
northeasternpa@82ndairborneassociation.org

HAJDAK/MOKAN PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER
hajdakmokan@82ndairborneassociation.org

SGT CHRISTOPHER M. PUSATERI ALL 
AIRBORNE CHAPTER
sgtpusateri@82ndairborneassociation.org

PUERTO-RICO 

LOZADA/RUBIO/CONDE-PUERTO RICO CHAPTER
lozadarubioconde@82ndairborneassociation.org

SOUTH CAROLINA

LOW COUNTRY ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
lowcountry@82ndairborneassociation.org

BEN VANDERVOORT SAVANNAH/ 
HILTON HEAD ISLAND CHAPTER
benvandervoort@82ndairborneassociation.org

TENNESSEE

ALVIN C. YORK CHAPTER
alvincyork@82ndairborneassociation.org

TEXAS 

ANDREWS BOSTICK GRIMES CENTRAL TEXAS ALL 
AIRBORNE CHAPTER
centex@82ndairborneassociation.org

BENAVIDEZ-PATTERSON ALL ABN CHAPTER
benavidez-patterson@82ndairborneassociation.org

NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER
northtexas@82ndairborneassociation.org

SOUTH TEXAS CHAPTER
southtexas@82ndairborneassociation.org

TEXAS LONE STAR CHAPTER
texaslonestar@82ndairborneassociation.org

CHAPTERS BY STATE

For additional Chapter contact information, please visit our website at 
www.82nd airborneassociation.org/chapter-locator.
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CHAPTER ISSUES: Some Chapters continue to struggle and have leadership issues, for a lot of rea-
sons; illness, aging, family problems, etc. If no-one from the Chapter membership steps up, then it 
is inevitable that the Chapter may have to close. Another possibility is that Chapters may want to 
consider merging. In ALL cases, Chapter Offi cers must notify their membership, and then eventually 
enter the outcome in the Chapter meeting minutes. Next, the Chairman must notify National by mail-
ing a signed letter of their intent. If the Chapter is closing, all Chapter monies and possessions must 
be provided the National offi ce via Registered or Certifi ed mail in accordance with the Association 
By-Laws. Exec. Director, Bill Bauer, ATW!

CHAPTERS BY STATE
VIRGINIA 

HAMPTON ROADS ALL SERVICES CHAPTER
hamptonroads@82ndairborneassociation.org

VIRGINIA STATE CHAPTER
virginiastate@82ndairborneassociation.org

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON, D.C. CHAPTER
washingtondc@82ndairborneassociation.org

WASHINGTON 

EVERGREEN STATE CHAPTER
evergreenstate@82ndairborneassociation.org

WEST VIRGINIA 

WEST VIRGINIA ALL ABN CHAPTER
westvirginia@82ndairborneassociation.org

WISCONSIN 

BADGER STATE CHAPTER
badgerchapter82ndassoc.com
badgerstate@82ndairborneassociation.org

SOUTHERN WISCONSIN CHAPTER
southernwisconsin@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.82ndswaac.com

NATIONWIDE CHAPTERS

COHORT CHAPTER
cohort@82ndairborneassociation.org

COL REUBEN H. TUCKER CHAPTER
colreubentucker@82ndairborneassociation.org

GEN DENNIS L. VIA ALL ABN SIGNAL CHAPTER
genviaallairbornesignal82ndairborneassociation.org
www.airbornesignal.com

GOLDEN BRIGADE CHAPTER
goldenbrigade@82ndairborneassociation.org

307 ENG BN AA ENG CHAPTER
307eng@82ndairborneassociation.org

325 AIR ASSOCIATION
325air@82ndairborneassociation.org

504 PIR ASSOCIATION
504pir@82ndairborneassociation.org

505 PANTHER ASSOCIATION
505panther@82ndairborneassociation.org

508 AIRBORNE CHAPTER
508airborne@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.red-devils.org

555 PIB MEMORIAL CHAPTER
555pib@82ndairborneassociation.org
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WHY JOIN THE 82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION?

The 82nd Airborne Division Association is dedicated to 

preserving the legacy of the 82nd Airborne Division. We 

do this through organized local Chapters throughout 

the United States that promote the Spirit of the 82nd 

Airborne Division within their communities through 

participation in community events such as: Veterans 

Day events, Memorial Day events, JROTC recognition of 

High School students, and even some chapters spon-

soring Holiday toy drives, and sponsoring Active Duty 

Troopers of the Division in attend chapter events within 

their communities and in attending other local events 

that showcase their communities. 

Our Veteran members are always available to support 

our Active Duty Troops. Active Duty Troops can affi liate 

themselves, during membership registration, with any 

of our local chapters throughout the United States. 

You can affi liate with a chapter close to your home of 

record or one near your next PCS move that can keep 

you informed of their local events your family members 

back home may like to attend or to establish a network 

link for you within that community. Our members come 

from all walks of life and are eager to assist fellow Asso-

ciation members whenever possible. When you chose 

to leave the Military, having fellow members that may 

be located in the community where you are going, and 

understand where you’re coming from, can be a great 

asset to you starting off in a new environment. 

As a member of the 82nd Airborne Division Associa-

tion you will be helping us in supporting our Division 

through numerous programs such as our Holiday Troop 

Support Program, which provides meals to Troopers 

and their Families during the Holidays, helping to 

provide food for the Division Chaplain’s food locker, 

and sponsoring numerous Division events throughout 

the year. Your support helps us to continue our 82nd 

Airborne Division Association Educational Fund, which 

provides educational grants to Troopers when they 

leave the military, and to their dependent children 

when they attend college. Your support also helps us to 

support our Wounded Troopers of the Division through 

our 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded 

Warrior Fund, which sponsors our Wounded Warriors to 

return to Fort Bragg for the All American Week events, 

and brings them to the Association’s Annual Conven-

tions, all at no cost to these Troopers who deserve our 

support. Your support will also assist us in realizing 

new projects that our Association is eager to sponsor 

that will support our Active Duty Troopers and Veteran 

Members. Join and be a part of our progress.

As a member of the Association you will be helping us 

to maintain the legacy of the 82nd Airborne Division 

through our support of numerous associations and 

organizations that are dedicated to preserving the 

history of the 82nd Airborne Division and continuing to 

recognize the memory of our fallen heroes. Our Asso-

ciation annually recognizes our fallen with the laying 

of wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery, and by 

attending the funerals of fallen members of the 82nd 

Airborne Division who are laid to rest within their local 

communities. 

As a member of the Association, you will be joining the 

Brotherhood of members who have come before you. 

Our ranks include members who served in the 82nd 

Airborne Division during WW II, and in every confl ict 

our Division has been a part of since. Be a part of their 

legacy. Come to our events and have the opportunity to 

sit and talk with these living legends, and to hear their 

stories in person. Learn from those who came before 

you what it was like to be a member of our storied Di-

vision throughout its history. Be a part of this legacy of 

great Warriors who have served in the greatest Division 

the world has ever seen. No matter where your life takes 

you from here you are now and forever going to be an 

“All American Trooper” and proud to have served your 

country in this historic Division. Stay a part of the legacy 

and this Division forever by becoming a member of 

the 82nd Airborne Division Association, and continu-

ing to support the Division through your support of its 

Association. 

AIRBORNE, ALL THE WAY!



97Paraglide, Fall 2024 Number 4

AIMS & PURPOSE
Further develop the bond between current and 

past Air- borne forces of the U.S. Military.

Maintain a record of the history and accomplish-

ments of Airborne Troopers.

Maintain a close liaison with the active Division. 

Support the 82nd Airborne Division Memorial 

Museum. 

Provide scholarships through the Association Ed-

ucational Fund to recently released veterans and 

children of veteran and active duty members of 

the Association ($127,600 awarded in 2016).

Honor the Jumpmaster, NCO & Trooper of the Year.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
2009 Annual Donation from membership dues to 

82nd Airborne Division Memorial Museum and the 

Education Fund amounted to $5,485.80 each.

Provide funds for stained glass windows in the 

Division Chapel honoring Troopers of various con-

fl icts who made the supreme sacrifi ce.

Present an Association watch, life membership 

and honor the 82nd Jumpmaster, NCO and Troop-

er of the Year at All American Week.

Support the Division by helping obtain items for 

which no offi cial funds are available such as: 

 

• Uniforms and sound equipment for 82nd 

Airborne            

• Division Chorus

• Baby Certifi cates

• Uniforms for athletic teams

• Food for Chaplain’s Food Locker

• 

1948 - Instrumental in helping the 82nd get back 

the distinctive Jump boots, Cap patch and Air-

borne tab. 

1980 - Helped get the Maroon Beret adopted as 

offi cial headgear.

1992 - During Desert Storm, coordinated corporate 

and personal contributions amounting to $4 mil-

lion in goods and services and $17,000 cash to help 

family  members of deployed soldiers.

1994 - Following the accident at Pope, the Associa-

tion provided $5,000 for emergency use, Chapters 

in San Antonio, Texas and Hampton Roads, Virgin-

ia provided much needed support for hospitalized 

soldiers and their families.

2005-2009 - Provided donations for the Global 

War on Terrorism Memorial Monument.

Beginning 2002 through 2012 - Provided “goodies” 

for the troopers deployed to protect our nation 

in Afghanistan and Iraq. Additionally, chapters 

attended ceremonies for our troopers Killed in 

Action throughout the U.S.A. Furthermore, provid-

ed goodies and visits to our Wounded Warriors 

in Walter Reed Army Medical Center (Washing- 

ton D.C.) and Bethesda Naval Hospital, MD and 

Brooke Medical Center (San Antonio, TX). Contrib-

uted funds for the new Division Chapel Stained 

Glass Window. 

2009 - Hosted 42 Wounded Warrior and their 

families sponsored by voluntary 82d Association 

Chapters at the 63rd Annual Convention.

2010 - Hosted 47 Wounded Warriors and their 

families sponsored by voluntary 82d Association 

Chapters at the 64th Annual Convention. 

2011 - Hosted 32 Wounded Warriors sponsored by 

Members, Chapters and Organizations at the 65th 

National Convention. 

2012 - Hosted 16 Wounded Warriors and their 

Families, sponsored by Members, Chapters and 
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Organizations to the 66th National Convention.

2013 - Hosted 7 Wounded Warriors and their Fam-

ilies, sponsored by Members, Chapters and Orga-

nizations to the 67th National Convention.

2014 - Hosted 2 Wounded Warriors sponsored by 

Members, Chapters and Organizations to the 68th 

National Convention.

2015 - Donation to 82nd Museum $1,000; Educa-

tion Fund $1,000.  Sponsored Wounded Warriors at 

2015 All American Week and Convention through 

Wounded Warrior Fund.  Provided grants to 93 

applicants through Education Fund.  

2016 - Donation to All American members killed in 

training Memorial $1,000.  Donation of food to the 

Division Food Locker.  

2016-2023 Holiday Troop Support - We provided 

1,000 meals to the 82nd Airborne Division Troopers 

and Families  over the Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas holidays.

National Airborne Heritage Day – Through the 

efforts of Association members across the country 

for the past  eleven years, the U.S. Senate, as well 

as many states and municipalities, have recog-

nized August 16th as National Airborne Day, now 

named Airborne Heritage Day.

2018 - Inaugural All American Adventure – The 

Association had the honor of partnering with 

The Center for Discovery, in hosting 20 Troopers 

of the 82nd Airborne Division for the fi rst ever ‘All 

American Adventure’, in Hurleyville, NY. This proj-

ect was made possible only by the generous gift 

of the Vera and Walter J. Scherr Foundation. The 

‘All American Adventure’ project helps fi nd ways 

to assist the 82nd Airborne Division with the rein-

tegration process of recently redeployed Troopers 

of the Division. The inaugural event, inspired by 

The Center’s world-renowned model for health 

and wellness, was developed specifi cally for our 

Troopers to help support and honor our men and 

women of the Division, who have recently returned 

home after nine month deployments in Afghani-

stan and Kosovo.

2018 Hurricane Florence Relief – We provided 250 

Commissary gift cards to young Troopers and 

their families who lost their perishable goods 

during the power outages caused by Hurricane 

Florence.

2018 Holiday Concert – We provided hundreds of 

bags of candy for Santa to distribute to children 

during the 82nd Airborne Division Holiday Concert.

2019 All American Adventure - The Association 

again partnered with the Center for Discovery and 

hosted a group of service men and women for a 

resiliency weekend in the Catskill Mountains in NY.

WWII Veteran Return to Normandy - The Associa-

tion had the Honor of sponsoring a return trip for 

some of our WW II Veterans to Normandy, France 

for the celebration of the 75th Anniversary of 

D-Day.

2018-2019 All American Adventure Project bringing 

Troopers of the 82nd Airborne Division to Catskill 

Mountains for a 4 day retreat of boating, fi shing, 

hiking, biking, good food, campfi res and concerts. 

Project is designed as a resiliency getaway for 

Troopers to relax and reenergize. Project will be 

done annually.

2019 - Sponsored trip for 4 82nd Airborne Division 
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• Opportunity to attend and share experiences 
at National and Chapter events throughout 
the United States, to include our annual 
National Convention and All American Week 
celebration.

• Opportunity to be a leader on our National 
Board of Directors or in a local Chapter to 
help shape the Association and work towards 
moving our organization into the future.

• Choose one of over 80 local Chapters 
through-out the United States that work to 
foster Military programs and maintain our 
82nd heritage within their communities.

• Help the Wounded Troopers of the 82nd Air-
borne Division.

• Ability to apply for educational funding avail-
able to recently discharged Military Troopers 
and their families.

• Make a difference in the lives of our fellow 
Active and Veteran Troopers.

• Maintain that bond with the Military 
community.

With your support, the Association can continue is 

to provide donations to the 82nd Airborne Divi-

sion Education Fund, the 82nd Airborne Division 

Wounded Warrior Fund, the 82nd Airborne Divi-

sion Museum and Memorial and Memorial Fund, 

and provide numerous programs that directly 

support our Active Duty Troopers.

WW II Veterans to return to Normandy, France for 

the 75th Anniversary Celebration of D-Day.

2019- Sponsored the attendance of 82nd Airborne 

Division World WW II Veterans at the 73rd Annual 

Convention in Washington DC.

2024 9/11 Run to Remember- Hosted fi rst annual 

Run to Remember 5k in honor of those lost on 

9/11/2001. 

2024 Hurricane Helene Relief – Held a donation 

drive and provided St. Michael’s All Airborne 

Chapter with multiple trailers of cold weather gear 

and a $2,000 donation to help Veterans and their 

families impacted by the aftermath of Hurricane 

Helene. 

2024 Hurricane Milton Relief – Provided a $2,000 

donation to My Warriors Place in Tampa, Florida to 

support Veterans impacted by Hurricane Milton.

BENEFITS
Beyond the obvious benefi ts of lifetime  friendships 

and membership in a Brotherhood that has no 

equal, the following are provided to members:

• Remain part of a unique and elite organiza-
tion dedicated to fostering the Airborne heri-
tage of the 82nd Airborne Division.

• Ability to build a network within an Airborne 
community that recognizes the accomplish-
ments and abilities of Troopers of the 82 nd 
Airborne Division.

• Join our social network to stay in touch with 
fellow 82nd Veterans and be informed of 
Military news.

• Stay in touch with fellow Veterans who under-
stand your experiences, have walked where 
you have walked, been where you have been, 
and understand your struggles. www.82ndairborneassociation.org
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PARAGLIDE GUIDE

The Paraglide is your magazine. To make it professional 

and easy to read as possible, the following guidelines

and pointers are offered.

CHAPTER NEWS
Space - Under the current structure of the Paraglide, 

each chapter is allocated a half page and we will use 

all submissions.  When chapters submit more than that 

amount, it becomes necessary for the Executive Director 

to edit.  You can calculate the one half page space using 

the following method. Set margins so that you have a 

60-character line. Approximately 50 lines will equal one 

half page.  Subtract approximately 12 to 15 lines for each 

photo.  

Issue Dates - The Paraglide is published on the 30th of

January, April, July and October. When you submit,

write as if all events up to the publication date have taken 

place even if they haven’t or hold it until the next issue.

STYLE
Ranks: It is policy of the Association to only use rank 

when the individual is active duty SGT, a general offi cer 

MG, or when the individual retired CSM (R) or former rank 

is signifi cant to the story.  Dates and Times: All dates and 

times are written civilian style. Do not include day with 

date; example: 4 p.m., July 15, 2009.  

NEWS ARTICLES
News stories are generally based on an event and are report-

ed written in the inverted pyramid style. This means the most 

important facts should go into the fi rst paragraph, with the 

other details following in descending order of importance.

FEATURES
Feature stories are the soul of any publication. They’re the 

heartwarming personality profi les, the tragic but heroic war 

stories, the photo features that make you believe you’re there 

and the indomitable histories of people and events that have 

shaped the 82nd and the Association.

PHOTOS
The 82nd Airborne Division Association is a dynamic group 

and the Paraglide should refl ect that energy. When possible, 

submit action photos as opposed to posed or static shots. A 

good rule of thumb is to select photos in which the subjects’ 

heads are dime-size or larger.  Neither Xerox copies nor news-

paper clippings can be reproduced for publication.  

Caption: Identify everyone in the photo whose face is clearly 

shown. From left to right, include their fi rst and last names.

FORMAT FOR SUBMISSIONS
Submissions should be typed in upper and lower case letters. 

Please do not type in all capital letters. The name of your 

chapter should appear at the top of the page. When mailing, 

you may send registered or return receipt requested.

DEADLINES
The Paraglide deadlines are fi rm and should refl ect upcoming 

events and those which took place the previous quarter.

The deadlines are as follows:

Issue / Deadline / Publish Date
Winter / December 30 / January 30

Spring /March 30 /April 30

Summer / June 30 / July 30

Fall / September 30 / October 30

Please send letters and e-mail to:
Holmesteads

18865 Edwards Grove Drive Noblesville, IN  46062
(317) 674-3717

paraglide@holmesteads.com

WHAT NOT TO SEND TO THE PARAGLIDE

Please send the items below to the Executive Director, not 

the Paraglide Editor.  This is necessary in order to maintain 

accurate Association Records.  

The Executive Director forwards appropriate information to 

the Editor.  

• Change of Address

• Change of Offi cers.

• Notice of Member’s Death. 

• Anything to do with memberships. 

• Submissions to the Airborne Calendar.  


