
WINTER 2025

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION
CHARTERED BY THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS

PAST PRESIDENT FREDRIC L. SPAULDING 1940-2025
To live in the hearts of those you leave 
behind, is never to die. - Robert Orr 



2 Paraglide, Winter 2025  Number 4

PARAGLIDE PARAGLIDE                       
Vol. 84  Winter 2025  No. 4 

Offi cial Publication

82d AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSN., INC. 

PARAGLIDE (ISSN 0745 9688) is published quarterly by the 82d Airborne 

Division Association, Inc. (USPS 420-280) 2915 Raeford Rd. Fayetteville, 

NC 28303-5491, (910) 223-1182.  Send all inquiries and other mail to 

PARAGLIDE, P.O. Box 87482, Fayetteville, NC  28304-7482, (910) 223-1182.  

Website: www.82ndairborneassociation.org.  

» p.63

» p.41

» p.43

I N S I D E
P A R A G L I D E

4 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
A message from the Association President, Larry Slavicek, to the membership of 

the 82nd Airborne Division Association.  

5 executive director's message
A message from the Executive Director to the membership of the 82nd Airborne 

Division Association.   

6 CALENDAR
Plan out your year to meet up with the Airborne for our National and Regional 

events.  

7 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
A list of our elected officers and National Directors and their contact information . 

8 event highlights 
Thank you to everyone who attended or donated to the various events! 

24 FEATURED ARTICLE
William P. Yarborough and the Birth of the American Paratrooper Image by 

Christopher Moon Mujllin      

32 veteran chapter news
Find out what’s been happening around the country with the 82nd Airborne 

Association Chapters.  

87 Donations to the association
Donations received over the previous quarter along with a form to mail in your 

donation to the Association.   

   



3Paraglide, Winter 2025  Number 4

» p.113» p.92

72  Regional events

Find our registration forms and information for All American Week, National 

Convention and more.

103 Education Fund
Donate to the Education Fund today to help support our next generation.  

106 membership applications
Renew or upgrade your membership to ”All American” or become a member of 

your regimental association.     

109 Wounded Warriors
82nd Airborne Division Wounded Warriors update and donations from the 

previous quarter.  .

113 KIA, Special Obituaries & TAPS
Honoring those Killed in Action, leaders of our Association who have passed and 

our esteemed members who have taken their final jump.     

116 CHAPTER BY State
A list of our current Chapters by state and contact information.

120 why join the 82nd airborne division 
association

A brief rundown of why you will find your place in the Association.

122 Association accomplishments
The list increases every issue.  Read here to find out how the Association makes a 

difference throughout the year.    

124 Paraglide guide

Answers to your questions from where to send an article to deadlines and specs.

» p.32

» p.63



4 Paraglide, Winter 2025  Number 4

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S AG E
Fellow members of the 82nd Airborne Division Association,

As we begin a new year, I want to refl ect on the close of 2025 and the steady momentum of our Association. 

Winter is a time not only to look back with pride, but to focus intentionally on the opportunities ahead and 

the role each of us plays in shaping the future of this organization.

Over the past several months, I’ve had the privilege of spending time with Association members at events 

such as the Chicago holiday gathering, All-Ohio Airborne Days in Dayton and the Golden Brigade’s 57th An-

nual Reunion in Williamsport. These conversations and connections reinforce the strength of our Airborne 

community and the importance of staying engaged, informed, and involved at every level.

As the year came to a close, our Association continued its tradition of supporting Troopers and their families during the holiday season. Through 

the dedication of our chapters, volunteers, and Chaplain teams, we once again demonstrated our commitment to taking care of our own.

Membership remains the foundation of this Association. While we honor the veterans who built this organization, our continued success depends 

on developing new initiatives that keep chapters active, strengthen community involvement, and welcome the next generation of Paratroopers into 

our ranks. Building that future requires leadership, participation, and shared Responsibility.

The coming months will be critical to the leadership of our Association. We will be seeking candidates for six Director positions—three new and 

three up for re-election—as well as candidates for the Treasurer position. I strongly encourage members who are willing to lead, serve, and help 

guide the Association forward to submit their names or accept a nomination. The future of this organization depends on members stepping up 

and answering the call to lead. I look forward to a competitive election for every position. Our Treasurer has traditionally been an elected Director 

and we need to return to one. One does not have to be a CPA to perform these duties. An understanding of budgeting and primary fi nancial state-

ments will be suffi cient.

This is also a reminder that nominations are due for All American of the Year, an opportunity to recognize those who exemplify the very best of the 

Airborne spirit through service and Commitment.

Looking ahead, 2026 promises to be an exciting and meaningful year. All American Week and our 80th National Convention in San Antonio, Texas 

will give us the opportunity to honor our history while continuing to build a strong, relevant, and united Association for the generations to Come.

Thank you for your continued support, commitment, and pride in this great organization. Together, we will move the 82nd Airborne Division Associ-

ation forward with purpose and resolve.

Airborne All The Way, 

Lawrence J. Slavicek

National President

82nd Airborne Division Association

LAWRENCE J. SLAVICEK
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
Greetings fellow Troopers!

As winter continues and we refl ect on the close of another remarkable year, we hope this message fi nds 

you well and enjoying the season alongside family, friends, and fellow Paratroopers. This time of year 

reminds us of the strength of our Airborne community—and once again, that strength was on full display.

Thanks to our many generous donors, we were honored to provide 1,000 meals to active-duty Paratroop-

ers and their families during Thanksgiving and Christmas. In addition, through a valued partnership with 

Texas Roadhouse, we were proud to distribute meals to Soldiers who worked the gate on Christmas Eve, 

ensuring those standing watch during the holiday felt appreciated and supported. These efforts would not 

have been possible without your continued generosity and commitment to taking care of our Troopers.

We were also privileged to donate and participate in Wreaths Across America at Sandhills Cemetery, honoring the service and sacrifi ce of our fallen 

Paratroopers. Standing together to remember those who came before us remains one of the most meaningful ways we preserve our Airborne 

legacy.

Earlier this year, we successfully held our Sig Sauer raffl e, and we extend a sincere thank you to Sig Sauer for their support and partnership. Con-

gratulations to our lucky winners, and thank you to everyone who participated. Additionally, Giving Tuesday was a tremendous success, with an 

outpouring of support from generous donors who continue to believe in our mission and our Troopers.

Looking ahead, there is much to be excited about. Registration is now open for All American Week this May and for our 80th National Convention, 

which will take place this August in San Antonio, Texas. We strongly encourage all members and Chapters to participate in these cornerstone 

events as well as seek out leadership opportunities coming available this year. There are six National Director positions as well as our National 

Treasurer that need to be fi lled for the 2027 year. We look forward to coming together to honor our history, strengthen our bonds, and celebrate the 

Airborne spirit.

We also have several exciting events on the horizon, including our Winter Airborne Night Out with the Fayetteville Marksmen Hockey Team, 

promising a great evening of camaraderie and fun. This April, we will host Pedal for Paratroopers, a Tri-Distance Bicycle Charity Ride dedicated to 

raising funds for the Association’s All American Adventure, a program that helps promote resilience and mental health for at-risk Paratroopers and 

Veterans of the 82nd Airborne Division. We encourage everyone to get involved, whether by riding, volunteering, or supporting these efforts.

It continues to be an honor serving alongside such dedicated Chapters and members. Thank you for everything you do—your service, your gener-

osity, and your unwavering commitment ensure the Airborne legacy remains strong.

Stay warm, stay engaged, and as always—

Airborne! All the Way! 

1SG (R) James Grimes

Executive Director

82nd Airborne Division Association

JAMES "JIMMY" GRIMES
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Pedal for Paratroopers.............................................................Page 72
Southern Pines, NC  18 April 2026

2026 All American Week..........................................................Page 74
Fort Bragg, NC   18-21 May 2026

Fayetteville AAW Golf Scramble.............................................Page 78 
Spring Lake, NC   18 May 2026

Badger State D-Day Airborne Memorial Golf......................Page 79 
Neenah, WI   6 June 2026

80th National Convention......................................................Page 80
San Antonio, TX   12-15 August, 2026 

Kentucky Airborne Reunion....................................................Page 85
Lexington, KY,   26-28 February, 2026

Spring Airborne Night Out - Fayetteville Woodpeckers...................
   Spring, 2026

Future Association Regional Chapter Events, 2-days or 

longer, need to be coordinated with the Association Head-

quarters, and an Event REGISTRATION page is required, 

prior to being entered and announced on the ASSOCIATION 

CALENDAR.  

8 2 D  A I R B O R N E  D I V I S I O N

A S S O C I A T I O N  C A L E N D A R
S P R I N G  

D E A D L I N E

S O C I A L  M E D I A

Ask me how to share your event on Facebook.  You can add 

the Association as the co-host for chapter events to capture a 

larger Airborne audience!  Send us photos and videos from your 

chapter activities.  

Message Us on Facebook:  http://m.me/82ndAssociation

A s s o c i at i o n  s a l e s  -  T h e  o n ly  8 2 n d 

A i r b o r n e  D i v i s i o n  A s s o c i at i o n  

a p p r o v e d  s a l e s  s i t e .  

S H O P  N O W

The Deadline for the Paraglide is:  

 MARCH 30TH, 2026
Please send news, letters and emails to:

Holmesteads

18865 Edwards Grove Drive, Noblesville, IN  46062

paraglide@holmesteads.com

(317) 674-3717
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THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY TROOP SUPPORT
Our 10th Annual Holiday Troop Support Project has come to a successful close! On Friday, November 21st, 2025, and Friday, December 
19th, 2025, we once again fulfi lled our mission thanks to the outstanding generosity of our corporate sponsors, members, Chapters, 
individual supporters, and the continued assistance of the Division Chaplains and Religious Affairs Specialists. Through their combined 
efforts, we were able to distribute 500 meals to our Troopers and their families for Thanksgiving and another 500 meals during the 
December holiday season.

As with every year, preparing for these events required months of careful planning and coordination. The process begins well in 
advance with the coordinating of placing orders for canned goods, cookie and brownie mixes, stuffi ng, gravy, rolls, bread, and other 
essentials. On distribution days, the chickens are picked up to complete each meal. While the pace is fast and the workload demanding, 
every bit of effort is well worth it. This year, we were proud to distribute a total of 1,000 meals as a meaningful way to express our appre-
ciation for the sacrifi ces made by our Troopers and their families.

One of the most rewarding moments of the project was seeing the smiles and gratitude of the families as they picked up their meals. 
For many who were unable to travel home for the holidays, this support helped make the season a little brighter. Those moments of 
connection and appreciation are what make this project so special year after year.

We extend our sincere thanks to all of our donors and supporters whose generosity made this milestone year possible. We are espe-
cially grateful to the following individuals, organizations, and Chapters for their contributions in 2025: Greater Daytona All Airborne 
Chapter; Tampa Bay All Airborne Chapter; Niagara Frontier Chapter; Southern Wisconsin All Airborne Chapter; Ben Vandervoort–Savan-
nah–Hilton Head Island Chapter; West Virginia All Airborne Chapter; Wisconsin Badger State Chapter; Robert Sudbrink; Central Ohio All 
Airborne Chapter; and all Anonymous Donors. Your continued support allows this program to grow and thrive each year.

As with all holiday events, weeks of preparation pass quickly, and before you know it, the day is over and everyone heads home. What 
remains are the memories, the gratitude, and the impact made on our Troopers and their families. We are honored to have reached 
this 10th anniversary milestone and look forward to continuing this tradition for years to come. Thank you all once again for making it 
possible.
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THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY TROOP SUPPORT
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THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY TROOP SUPPORT
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THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY TROOP SUPPORT
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THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY TROOP SUPPORT
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY TROOP SUPPORT
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY TROOP SUPPORT
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY TROOP SUPPORT



16 Paraglide, Winter 2025  Number 4

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY TROOP SUPPORT
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY TROOP SUPPORT
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In partnership with Texas Roadhouse of Fayetteville, NC, our association was proud to provide 42 full hot meals to Paratroopers working the gates 
at Fort Bragg on Christmas Eve. These meals included chicken, pulled pork, baked potatoes, salad, rolls, sweet tea, and all condiments. We extend 
our sincere thanks to Texas Roadhouse for their generosity and support in helping us take care of those who serve.

TEXAS ROADHOUSE
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TEXAS ROADHOUSE
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The 82nd Airborne Division Association proudly sponsored $500 in wreaths for Wreaths Across America and volunteered to help lay them at the 
Sandhills State Veterans Cemetery, honoring the service and sacrifi ce of our nation’s heroes.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
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IN MEMORIAM: LT. COL. FREDRIC L . SPAULDING
April 9, 1940 – December 22, 2025

Lt. Col. Fredric L. Spaulding, Retired, a highly respected soldier 

and Past President of our Association, passed away on De-

cember 22, 2025, at the age of 85. Fred’s life was marked by 

extraordinary service, courageous leadership, and a lifelong 

commitment to the Airborne and Ranger brotherhood.

Born in Indianapolis, Indiana, Fred served nearly 30 years in 

the United States Army, from June 1958 through June 1987. A 

graduate of Thomas Carr Howe High School, he earned his 

bachelor’s degree from Army College and later his master’s 

degree from the University of Maryland. During his career, 

Fred served with distinction as an Airborne Army Ranger, 

Pathfi nder, Master Parachutist, Raider/Reconnaissance Offi -

cer, and Special Forces Offi cer, deploying to combat zones in 

the Dominican Republic, Korea, and Vietnam.

In Vietnam, Fred’s leadership under fi re defi ned his legacy. He 

commanded multiple rifl e and headquarters companies as well as three Special Forces “A” Teams. When tasked with taking 

charge of Firebase Henderson following a deadly enemy attack, Fred coordinated air strikes, evacuated the wounded, and 

returned under fi re to recover fallen Soldiers so they could be brought home. In 1970, he was selected to plan and coordinate 

Operation Ripcord, one of the fi nal major combat operations of the war. Despite intense enemy fi re and severely damaged 

aircraft, Fred pressed on to ensure the successful extraction of all troops—actions that embodied the Ranger Creed and the 

words “Rangers Lead the Way.”

For his valor and service, Fred received numerous awards, including the Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Stars 

with Valor, Air Medals with Valor, Combat Infantryman Badge, and multiple unit citations.

Following his military retirement, Fred continued to serve with the same dedication as a leader within our Association, proudly 

serving as President and mentor to many. His tenure was defi ned by integrity, steady leadership, and a deep respect for pre-

serving our history while supporting fellow veterans and their families.

Lt. Col. Spaulding is survived by his beloved wife of 54 years, Micki Spaulding, and his brother, Jon Spaulding. His legacy of 

leadership, service, and brotherhood will remain an enduring part of this Association and the lives he touched.
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IN MEMORIAM: LT. COL. FREDRIC L . SPAULDING
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The 82nd Airborne Division Association is proud to recognize a generous $10,000 contribution made in honor of Walter C. 
Rauscher, a longtime member of the Washington, D.C. Chapter and a devoted supporter of the Airborne community. The 
donation was made by a close friend of nearly 50 years, who wished to remain anonymous, in recognition of Walter’s lifelong 
service and leadership.

This meaningful gift was presented in conjunction with Walter’s 80th birthday (December, 2025), celebrating decades of ded-
ication to the Division, the Association, and his fellow Paratroopers. Walter’s unwavering commitment continues to exemplify 
the spirit and values of the 82nd Airborne Division.

Walter joined the U.S. Army in 1963, volunteered for Airborne service, and was assigned to the 505th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment. In 1965, he deployed with the 505 PIR during Operation Power Pack in the Dominican Republic, earning his Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge during the 
Division’s fi rst major combat action 
since World War II.

Following his military service, Walter 
built a distinguished civilian career in 
the restaurant and catering industry, 
ultimately serving as Vice President 
of Corporate Sales and Catering for 
Ark Restaurants Group. In 2013, he 
reconnected dozens of 505 PIR vet-
erans from Operation Power Pack, 
organizing gatherings, fostering 
camaraderie, and ensuring that no 
trooper was ever forgotten.

Walter has also been instrumen-
tal in supporting the Association, 
hosting numerous luncheons 
and dinners during Veterans Day 
Activities at Sequoia in Washington, 
D.C.—events that have become 
cherished traditions for Members. 
His generosity has extended to 
hosting major reunions, supporting 
Golden Brigade events, honoring 
World War II veterans, and making 
annual contributions to strengthen 
programs that benefi t Troopers and 
their families.

In recognition of his lifetime of ser-
vice and commitment, Walter was 
named the Association’s All-Amer-
ican of the Year in 2022—an honor 
that refl ects both his character and 
his enduring loyalty to the Airborne.

The Association extends its sincere 
gratitude to the anonymous do-
nor for this thoughtful tribute and 
proudly honors Walter C. Raus-
cher for a lifetime of service to the 
Division, the Association, and the 
Airborne family.

Airborne—All the Way.

HONORING AN ALL-AMERICAN: WALTER C. RAUSCHER
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American Paratrooper Image
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In the nascent days of America’s airborne forces (1940–1942), Lieutenant William P. Yarbor-
ough, a young offi cer with remarkable foresight, recognized a fundamental truth: forging an 
elite military force requires more than tactics and training; it demands a unique identity. 
This identity required a visual language that fostered honor, communicated status, and built 
an unbreakable esprit de corps.

Reporting back to Fort Benning in 1940, Yarborough joined the 501st Parachute Battalion. He 
noted that as the American Paratroops were in their infancy, “our search for training guid-
ance focused upon foreign paratroop developments, particularly those of Germany and the 
Soviet Union.” While his offi cial duties were practical, his true genius lay in recognizing that 

a unit’s spirit is intrinsically tied to its 
image. During a creative burst from 
1940–1942, he envisioned a complete, 
head-to-toe airborne identity that de-
fi ned the American warrior—a legacy 
that would last for decades.

A New Breed, A New Look

Historically, the U.S. Army had often 
shied away from the distinctive uni-
forms and traditions that fostered 
small-unit pride, preferring to focus 
on divisional uniformity. Yarborough 
was among the professional offi cers 
and NCOs who understood the im-
mense value of unit distinction. Just as 
the members of Special Forces would 
later champion the Green Beret, the 
fi rst paratroopers were anxious to 
have something tangible to set them 
apart. Yarborough’s creative vision 
provided exactly that, starting literally 
from the ground up.

WILLIAM P. YARBOROUGH 
AND THE BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN PARATROOPER IMAGE
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1. The Boots that Defi ned the Trooper

Yarborough’s fi rst major contribution was the devel-
opment of specialized jump boots. He championed a 
high-cut, all-leather design with reinforced ankle sup-
port. This was a critical innovation that improved safety 
by reducing sprains and fractures during perilous para-
chute landings. Crucially, the design eliminated the need 
for cumbersome leggings, which were notorious for 
snagging on aircraft doors or equipment during a jump.
These boots, famously produced by the Corcoran 
company, quickly became more than just functional 
footwear; they became a potent badge of honour. Para-
troopers took immense pride in keeping their Corcoran 
jump boots immaculately ‘spit-shined,’ a tradition that 
signaled their elite status and professionalism. After earning their wings, troopers would 
‘blouse’ their trousers into the top of the boots, creating a distinctively rugged silhouette. This 
look gave rise to two enduring terms: the fearsome nickname ‘Devils in Baggy Pants’ and 
the slightly derisive paratrooper term ‘leg,’ used for non-airborne personnel whose conven-
tional low-quarter shoes could never replicate the swagger of a meticulously bloused jump 
boot.

2. The Practical M1942 Parachute Jumpsuit

Yarborough’s vision continued with the M1942 Parachute Jumpsuit. Working with local 
tailors, he designed a uniform specifi cally for the paratrooper’s unique mission. Its most inno-
vative feature was the large, expandable bellows-style cargo pockets on the trousers and 
jacket.

This design directly addressed a critical lesson from the earliest airborne operations: para-
troopers dropped behind enemy lines had to be self-suffi cient. These pockets dramatically 
increased their carrying capacity for essential supplies like ammunition, rations, and medical 
kits, ensuring they could fi ght effectively immediately upon landing, often far from regular 
supply lines. While the M1942 was eventually replaced due to durability concerns in heavy 
combat, it stood as a powerful symbol of paratrooper ingenuity and Yarborough’s commit-
ment to mission-focused design.

WILLIAM P. YARBOROUGH 
AND THE BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN PARATROOPER IMAGE
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The Crown Jewel. The US Army Parachutist Badge

Perhaps the most enduring symbol of Yarborough’s 
legacy is the US Army Parachutist Badge. The 
creation of the ‘jump wings’ was a personal mission 
assigned to him in early 1941 by his commander in the 
501st Parachute Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel William 
M. Miley. After rejecting several unimaginative de-
signs from the Army’s Heraldry Branch, Yarborough 
was ordered by Miley not to return from Washington, 
D.C., until he had an approved qualifi cation badge in 
hand.

In a letter published by the Special Forces Association, 
Yarborough later recounted the strict constraints 
placed upon him: “The one most fi rm requirement 
placed by the Army... was that it IN NO WAY resem-
ble the pilots wings of the US Army Air Forces.” 

After at least fi fty tries, Yar-
borough came up with the 
design we now know: two 

arched wings surrounding a parachute. He was relentlessly effi -
cient in securing its approval:

“I walked the approved design in and out of every offi ce which 
had a piece of the action in the War Department. I would wait 
doggedly until each action type got to it in his ‘In’ basket, 
then take it to the next one.” When the contract was 
fi nally signed, he “camped on their doorstep” until 
he was able to walk away with 350 Sterling Wings, 
which he carried triumphantly back to Colonel 
Miley at Benning.

Feeling the wings needed a splash of co-
lour, Yarborough also designed the fi rst felt 
oval backgrounds to be worn behind them. 
To protect the design’s prestige and prevent 

WILLIAM P. YARBOROUGH 
AND THE BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN PARATROOPER IMAGE
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unauthorized reproduction, he took the remarkable step of securing a patent (Design Pat-
ent #134,963), an act of safeguarding the exclusivity of this hard-won symbol.

As the airborne ranks swelled, the need to distinguish between novice jumpers and seasoned 
veterans became apparent. This system was later enhanced with the introduction of the 
Senior and Master Parachutist Badges in 1949, and the establishment of the combat star sys-
tem, denoting operational jumps with small bronze stars and a large gold star signifying fi ve 
or more—a tangible and highly respected record of a paratrooper’s courage under fi re.

The Enduring Rite of Passage. The Prop Blast

Beyond the tangible symbols of uniforms and insig-
nia, William P. Yarborough also understood that an 
elite force is forged in shared experience and ritual. As 
the U.S. airborne concept was taking its fi rst tentative 
steps, he played an instrumental role in creating one 
of its most storied and enduring traditions: the Prop 
Blast ceremony. This rite of passage, born from ca-
maraderie in the nascent days of airborne operations, 
became a cornerstone of its unique offi cer culture.

The genesis of the ceremony can be traced to a per-
sonal celebration in 1940. After Captain Yarborough 
earned his own parachute qualifi cation, he and First Lieutenant William T. Ryder felt that 
“some formal ceremony should be developed to welcome newly Jump qualifi ed offi -
cers into the ranks of the airborne fraternity.”

They envisioned a ritual that was more than a simple toast; it needed to be viscerally con-
nected to the paratrooper experience. The concept they devised centered on a potent con-
coction aptly named the ‘Prop Blast’—a mixture intended to symbolically replicate the forceful 
rush of air experienced when exiting a C-47 aircraft in fl ight.

The original mixture consisted of vodka, lemon juice, and sugar, along with an effervescent 
element designed to mimic the disorienting ‘prop wash’ itself.

To elevate the ceremony, Yarborough and Ryder decided ‘the mixture should be drunk from 
a suitable vessel.’ This led them to develop the ‘Miley Mug’ in honour of their battalion com-
mander. Demonstrating his hands-on leadership, Yarborough personally directed Second 

WILLIAM P. YARBOROUGH 
AND THE BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN PARATROOPER IMAGE
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Lieutenant Carl Buechner to fashion the mug from a 75mm shell casing, transforming an 
implement of war into an object of brotherhood. The design was rich with airborne identity: 
T-3 parachute rip cord handles were fastened to the casing, and the iconic battle cry ‘GERON-
IMO’ was meticulously engraved on its side.

The procedure they established would become the foundation for all future Prop Blasts: 
each new offi cer would stand on a chair to simulate the aircraft door, perform a mock jump, 
consume the mixture from the Miley Mug, and then state his ‘fi rst thought’ upon exiting a 
plane. The list of the fi rst thirteen participants reads like a ‘who’s who’ of early airborne lead-
ership, solidifying Yarborough’s place at the heart of this new tradition.

The genius Yarborough demonstrated in establishing the paratrooper’s identity was not a 
singular event; it was a blueprint for his later, most famous contribution to military distinc-
tion: building the modern U.S. Army Special Forces.

While commanding the U.S. Army Special Warfare Center at Fort Bragg in the early 1960s, 
Yarborough faced resistance to the very concept of an elite, unconventional warfare force. 
He understood that recognition—starting with the uniform—was the fi rst step toward institu-
tional acceptance and essential resources.
His early vision of a distinguished warrior image was later fully realized for Special Forces 
through a strategic, three-part process:

1.  Securing the Image: Understanding the psychological and political power of distinc-
tion, Yarborough championed the Green Beret. The 1961 visit of President John F. Kennedy 
to Fort Bragg, which included dynamic Special Forces demonstrations, was instrumental. 
Recognizing the Beret’s powerful symbolic value, President Kennedy personally authorized 
the headgear, elevating it to an authorized symbol of an elite force.

2.  Securing the Institution: With the Beret’s success providing critical visibility and rec-
ognition, Yarborough was then able to leverage this momentum to secure the necessary 
foundation for the entire branch. He dramatically increased funding, education, train-
ing, and operational resources.

3.  Realizing the Vision: This strategic approach, which began with the visible identity 
(the Beret), resulted in the establishment of the comprehensive infrastructure and quality 
of personnel required to transform Special Forces from a niche unit into the highly capa-
ble, globally deployed force we recognize today.

WILLIAM P. YARBOROUGH 
AND THE BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN PARATROOPER IMAGE
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This continuity in vision demonstrates that Yarborough’s drive for a distinctive look and bind-
ing traditions—fi rst seen in the jump boots and wings—was not merely about aesthetics, but 
was a powerful, successful strategy for commanding political and budgetary support, ulti-
mately leading to the organizational and material realization of the modern Special Forces.

Conclusion

William P. Yarborough’s early contributions went far beyond mere aesthetics; they were 
about crafting a powerful visual language that communicated the unique identity, elite skills, 
and shared experiences of the American paratrooper. He masterfully combined form and 
function, understanding that a distinctive uniform and its symbols were a powerful tool for 
building morale, fostering esprit de corps, and creating an unwavering sense of belonging 
within elite military organizations. From the boots and wings that defi ned the paratrooper to 
securing the iconic Green Beret for Special Forces, Yarborough’s legacy lives on with every 
elite soldier who takes to the skies or operates in the shadows, a testament to the man who 
defi ned the look and spirit of America’s most distinguished warriors.

NOTE: This article is adapted from a chapter in the forthcoming book, Yarborough, The 
Father of the Green Berets, due to be published in the fi rst quarter of 2026

Christopher Eric (Moon) Mullins

WILLIAM P. YARBOROUGH 
AND THE BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN PARATROOPER IMAGE
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The National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial
Washington D.C.

www.ndswm.org

The Liberation of Kuwait
In 1990, Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait. Within 24 hours, Iraq’s military occupied its southern neighbor and controlled nearly 30% of 

the world’s oil supply. Iraq’s brutal dictator then set his eyes on Saudi Arabia. 

On January 17, 1991, the United States led coalition forces in the liberation of Kuwait, a campaign known as Operation Desert Storm.

Roughly 600,000 American troops were deployed in support both Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm; nearly 400 

died.

The Memorial
Today, the United States lacks a national memorial dedicated to the courage and sacrifi ce of its Armed Forces who honorably fought in 

Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm. The National Desert Storm War Memorial Association’s goal is for completion of the Memori-

al to coincide with the 30th Anniversary of Operation Desert Storm, in 2021.

Memorial Timeline
In 2014, the United States House of Representatives unanimously authorized construction of a Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial 

by a vote of 370-0.

In 2014, President Obama signed the law authorizing a National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial in Washington D.C.

In 2017, President Trump signed a bill into law authorizing a memorial to be built near the National Mall in Washington, D.C at an Area-1 

location.

In 2018, a site for the National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial was approved.

Location 
The Memorial will fall within the shadow of both the Lincoln and Vietnam Veterans Memorials, abutting the National Mall. The Memori-

al’s site is at the southwest corner of Constitution Avenue and 23rd Street Northwest, Washington, D.C.

Financial Position
The Memorial’s estimated cost is $40 million. Current law stipulates that before groundbreaking can commence 110% of the projected 

budget must be raised. All efforts are backed exclusively by private sources. The law authorizing construction of the memorial prohibits 

the use of any federal funds to establish this commemorative work.

As of 31 Dec 2019, the NDSWM has raised $9.0 million of the $40 million-dollar goal: $5.85 million relates to the memorial site award and 

$3.15 million has been donated by individuals, businesses, foreign governments, and Veteran Service Organizations. 
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This section refl ects the backbone of the Association - the Chapters and what you are doing month in and month out to en-

hance the Airborne spirit across America.  When writing for this section, we ask that you keep in mind the following tips.  

Issue date:  The dates are the 30th of January, April, July and October.  Please write as if the event is taking place before those 

dates.  

Captions:  Include information for every photo so everyone will know who’s who.  

Send to Executive Director:  Please send all TAPS, changes of address and new Chapter Offi cers so that the Association’s 

records may be accurately maintained. 

Space:  The general rule for space is that each Chapter is allotted 1 page and we use everyone’s submissions.  However, cuts 

must sometimes be made in the interest of space and overall page count.  

VETERAN CHAPTER NEWS

CENTRAL OHIO ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
Airborne! from Central Ohio. A belated Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Several Chapter members were in Dayton in October attending All 

Ohio Airborne Days. It was a great event and the Ridgway Chapter did an excellent job. Our Central Ohio All Airborne Chapter will be hosting it in 

October of 2026, so we hope many of you can attend.   

 In November we held our meeting at Motts Military Museum in Groveport, Ohio. This is a great historical venue and we had a good turnout. Mem-

bers and their families enjoyed the food, camaraderie and the museum. 

Until next time, soft landings.

Central Ohio All Airborne Chapter attendees and others at All Ohio Airborne Days in Dayton. Front row: Unknown, Kimo 
Madrid (Toledo) Cynthia Holcomb and Becky Simons. Back row: Tino Madrid (Toledo) Steve Holcomb, Tom Simons, Jr, and 

Gary Rezabek (Johm Towle Cleveland/Akron).
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CENTRAL OHIO ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER

 Ed Powell, Steve and Cynthia Holcomb, Bill Waldron and Charles McBride attended the November Chapter meeting at Motts 
Military Museum.
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The Cleveland/Akron Chapter has seen a positive growth in membership 

and attendance during the last part of this year. The Chapter had a great 

November meeting and planned a wonderful Christmas party. 

The Christmas party was held at American Legion Post 610 in Brook 

Park, Ohio. We thank them for the use of the hall. All the families brought 

deserts and/or side dishes. Thank you so much. I want to thank Dee Dee 

Kuharik, (my wife), for organizing, cooking, and setting up for this joyful 

event. Thanks also to Tyson and Dyson our neighbor kids for helping.

After the dinner many chapter members marched in the Light Up 

Lakewood Christmas Parade in Lakewood Ohio. They Stood tall and were 

looking good. Airborne.

Congratulations goes to Gary Rezabek on receiving the National Infantry 

Association Order of St Michael Airborne, Angelic Level. Gary was also 

named the Pvt John Towle MOH  Trooper of the Year Award 2025.

We look forward to an exciting 2026 year for our chapter.

CLEVELAND/ AKRON CHAPTER
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CLEVELAND/ AKRON CHAPTER
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CLEVELAND/ AKRON CHAPTER
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CLEVELAND/ AKRON CHAPTER
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GEN DENNIS L VIA ALL AIRBORNE SIGNAL CHAPTER

The Commander’s Voice Returns. The 82nd Signal Battalion will reactivate at Fort Bragg in 2026!

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — For the fi rst time since its inactivation in 2006, the storied 82nd Signal Battalion is set to return to the order of battle. As the U.S. 

Army shifts its focus from the brigade-centric counter-insurgency models of the past two decades to large-scale combat operations (LSCO), the 

82nd Airborne Division is preparing to reactivate the battalion to centralize and modernize its communications infrastructure. This move marks a 

signifi cant “return to the Division” as the primary Unit of Action, bringing back a lineage that stretches from the trenches of WWI to the drop zones 

of Normandy.

Restoring the Lineage

For veterans of the “All American” signal community, this reactivation is more than just a restructuring—it is the restoration of a legacy. The 82nd 

Signal Battalion traces its roots to the 307th Field Signal Battalion, which was constituted in 1916. It evolved into the 82nd Airborne Signal Com-

pany during WWII, where its paratroopers earned their place in history on combat jumps into Sicily, Salerno, Normandy, and Holland. The unit’s 

Distinctive Unit Insignia (DUI) tells this story in orange and white: a wavy line representing the Rhine River, a fl eur-de-lis for service in France, and 

a winged chevron symbolizing the airborne mission. The battalion served faithfully through the Cold War, Vietnam, Grenada, Panama, and the 

Global War on Terror before being inactivated in 2006 as the Army shifted toward modular Brigade Combat Teams (BCTs). Now, after nearly two 

decades, the colors will be uncased again, and the motto “The Commander’s Voice” will once again have a dedicated battalion headquarters and 

line companies.

The Strategic Shift. Why Now?

For the past twenty years, BCTs operated semi-independently with their organic signal companies. While effective for counter-insurgency, this 

model burdened brigade commanders with managing complex network architectures while simultaneously fi ghting the battle.

“As far back as 2019, new tools began reshaping the look and feel of signal battalions,” an Army spokesperson noted. The new doctrine strips that 

complexity away from the BCTs, pulling signal assets back up to the Division Signal Battalion (DSB). The move allows the 82nd Signal Battalion to 

manage the “Unifi ed Network,” pushing support down where it is needed most while BCT commanders focus on lethality.

According to data from a recent G6 briefi ng to the 82nd Airborne Division leadership (AA6), the goal is agile communications: envisioning a 

brigade conducting an airborne operation, establishing a command post, displacing, and re-establishing comms with a distant headquarters—all 

within minutes.
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GEN DENNIS L VIA ALL AIRBORNE SIGNAL CHAPTER
Timeline for Activation

The reactivation of the 82nd Signal Battalion is tentatively scheduled for the summer of 2026 or 2027, pending operational tempos.

• Proposed Activation: 15 June, Tuesday 2026

• Effective Date (E-date): June 2027

To pave the way for this return, the current Brigade Level Signal Companies are set to inactivate between February and April of 2026 for the 1st 

and 2nd BCTs. Inactivation for DIVARTY, the Division Sustainment Brigade (DSB), and 3rd BCT signal assets will follow through April 2026, with the 

Combat Aviation Brigade (CAB) following in April 2027.

When the battalion stands up in 2026, the command team—Battalion Commander and Command Sergeant Major—will be LTC Jones and CSM 

Hamer, the current G-6 Command Team.

New Structure. The Signal Support Architecture

The reactivated battalion will mirror the Modifi ed Table of Organization and Equipment (MTOE) currently seen at the 101st Airborne Division and the 

25th Infantry Division. It will consist of a Headquarters and Headquarters Company (HHC) and three line companies—A, B, and C—carrying forward 

the traditional company designations. Support roles will be clearly delineated to ensure coverage across the division.

• A Company will support 1st BCT, Division Headquarters, and the Combat Aviation Brigade (CAB).

• B Company will support 2nd BCT and the Division Sustainment Brigade (DSB).

• C Company will support 3rd BCT and Division Artillery (DIVARTY).

Mission Command Support Teams will be distributed heavily across the formation, with seven teams at the Division level, fi ve at each Brigade, four 

at the DSB and DIVARTY, and two at the CAB. 

Despite losing their organic signal companies, Brigades will not be left silent. They are slated to receive a dedicated BDE S6 section, two Network 

Nodes (C2 Fix), and two Retransmission (Retrans) teams. Rifl e battalions will be outfi tted with an S6 section, three network nodes, and three 

retransmission teams.

Footprint on Fort Bragg

The new battalion will take up residence in historic areas of Fort Bragg, ensuring they are embedded with the units they support.

• Barracks: The battalion is set to occupy the current 2/325 Infantry buildings (C5631).

• Headquarters: The Battalion HQ, Company HQs, classrooms, and conference rooms will 

take over the space currently held by 2-319 AFAR (building C7639).

• Motor Pool: The unit will share motor pool facilities with the 407th BSB and HHC.

Modernizing the Paratrooper Communicator

The transformation isn’t just organizational; it is professional. Under the current restruc-

turing, individual core functions—network communications, signal operations support, 

information technology, and satellite communications—will merge.

By October 2025, these distinct roles are expected to consolidate into a single job specialty 

held by a master sergeant. This initiative aims to create “super-communicators” capable of 

managing the entire breadth of the modern tactical network—a concept the veterans of the 

82nd Signal Battalion, who often had to do more with less, will surely appreciate.

As the Army prepares for the next fi ght, the 82nd Signal Battalion is ready to answer the call 

once again, ensuring that the “All American” Division can communicate, command, and 

conquer on any drop zone in the world. 

Bridging the gap between past and present, the 82nd Airborne Division Association’s Signal 

Chapter will be present at the activation ceremony. These veterans stand ready to provide 

advice, mentorship, and support to the new command team and Troopers before, during, 

and after the reactivation, ensuring the spirit of the “Commander’s Voice” remains a solid 

comms link.

Signal All the Way! AIRBORNE!
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The Ridgway Chapter had a busy Year in 2025, as with every Year We have highs and lows. Our Lowest Low was 12 February 2025 when We lost 

one of our most Cherished Members Dan Lee. Dan was 11th ABN and was a veteran of Korea and multiple tours in Vietnam, He Inspired all of us 

that knew Him. As with others We have lost in recent Years He is and will continue to be missed. 

Towards the end of 2025 We had 1 More Signifi cantly Low Point ,When in November We lost what We believe to be our Last WWII Paratrooper. Jim 

Lavoy Served with the 11th ABN and  was part of the Occupation of Japan. RIP Jim Lavoy.

Gladly We also had some good times in 2025 as well. We had our annual Legend Affair Dinner in April, Picnic in July, Great Lake Fishing trips, Month-

ly outdoor range days AND the Dayton Air Show.  Our biggest Challenge coming from Hosting the Annual All Ohio Airborne Days. Members from 

all 4 Ohio Chapters joined us, As Well as Friends from Kentucky, Tennessee and Illinois. Association HQ was well Represented with Our National 

President Larry Slavicek and Chan Brae from The Assn Offi ce in Fayetteville N.C. Thank You All For Coming.

We fi nished 2025 with our annual Christmas Celebration with Catered Dinner and White Elephant gift exchange. Unfortunately, The Weather in 

Ohio was not the best and some were unable to join us But those that were there had fun.

 HAPPY AIRBORNE NEW YEAR.

GEN M.B. RIDGWAY CHAPTER
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GEN M.B. RIDGWAY CHAPTER

Ken and Jim Lavoy
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Once again, we bid farewell to what’s been a banner year for the Daytona All Airborne Chapter.   That’s because year 2026 is “Standing in the 

Door.”  No doubt 2026 will also be an even better year for our Chapter Paratroopers and their spouses.  

Among the Chapter’s goals this past year has been recruitment of new members, and that’ll also be a priority for year 2026.  Our Chapter Chair-

man, Randy Johnson has plans for our members to visit other Veteran organizations like VFW’s, AMVETS, Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) and 

offer Chapter memberships to Airborne qualifi ed members of these organizations.  We will continue our recruitment effort as our members and 

spouses serve coffee and snacks each month at the Daytona Beach VA Out Patient Clinic.    

Our continued contribution to the Veteran community of Daytona Beach is the annual Veteran’s Park clean up event where our members perform 

landscaping details to improve the condition of this park.  Local Veterans utilize and enjoy this park for picnics, reunions, and fi shing from the park’s 

dock.   

Recently at our December meeting, our members brought toys for the annual Toys for Tots (T4T) program.   As usual, Chapter members were very 

generous with their donations to this worthy program which is sponsored by the US Marine Corps Reserves.  Following the meeting, the toys were 

delivered to the collection point in DeLand, Florida.  Chapter members are proud of their contribution to local children.  Pictured here are our Chap-

ter members with their T4T gifts.

Another annual event for our Chapter is the annual Christmas party at the Emory L. Bennett Daytona Beach VA  Nursing Home.  Other local Veter-

ans organizations like the Ormond Veteran’s Support Group also participate in this event.  The Veterans and staff at the Nursing Home look forward 

to the Chapter’s presence, and our members engage the residents with Airborne stories, and listen to their military service events of their time in 

uniform.   Pictured here are photos of Chairman Johnson chatting with Veterans, and Director Tom Goodwin and his wife Marilyn entertaining some 

Nursing Home Veterans. 

 

We wish all Association Chapters, and the staff or the Association a wonderful New Year, and success with their projects and programs in year 

2026.  Airborne

GREATER DAYTONA CHAPTER



43Paraglide, Winter 2025  Number 4

GREATER DAYTONA CHAPTER
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LEWIS MILLETT MEMORIAL MOH CHAPTER
Greeting From Soggy Southern California. Yes 4 days of rain in arow is too much for us! Our Chapter has continued to stay busy with Parades, Color 

Guards, Honor Guards and our Annual Airborne Christmas party. We also swore in our New Offi cers for 2026.

We also have sad news to pass along. Many Troopers know Jerry Schafer from the Golden Bridge. He was local to our Chapter so we adopted him.

Jerry was a student at the University of San Francisco when he was 

drafted into the US Army in 1968. His basic training took place at Fort Ord 

CA and Infantry Training was at Fort Benning GA. In February 1969, he 

was deployed to Vietnam, where he was assigned to the 82nd Airborne, 

achieving the rank of Staff Sergeant. While in Vietnam, he earned a 

Bronze Star with a V for Valor. He was a proud member of the Golden 

Brigade Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Association and was active friend 

of the Lewis Millett Memorial Medal Of Honor Chapter in Cypress, CA.

Jerry returned home on Halloween in 1969. He lived in San Francisco and 

worked as a tugboat dispatcher for Crowley Marine Services for eight 

years. He then transplanted to Huntington Beach CA working at Crowley 

in Long Beach and Los Angeles harbors, primarily working a twelve-hour 

night shift. That is where he met his wife, Susan in 1981. They married in 

1982 and had two children. Jerry retired from Crowley in 2010.

He truly enjoyed his retirement spending days in peace and quiet. He 

loved having nights off which allowed him to become a friend to the 

Lewis Millett chapter. While he was able, Jerry was active with the Color 

Guard and felt privileged to be allowed to honor fallen members of the 

armed services. He loved spending time with fellow veterans and their 

families.

Jerry is survived by his wife, Susan, his two children and sister.  Jerry was 

a well-loved and respected man and will be deeply missed.

Mike Gorsuch Marching in the 2025 Hollywood Christmas Parade

Jerry Schafer July 9, 1944 – December 3, 2025
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NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
In November our Chapter celebrated Dale Noble’s 100th birthday at Mission BBQ.  We presented him with an “Airborne Centenarian Award”.  He 

was with the 501st PIR in Bastogne Dec 1944, 101st Airborne Div.  Notice his shirt with the word “NUTS”.  A great Airborne response to the enemy 

commander back then.

Also in November, fi ve of our chapter members jumped into Lake Eustis, FL with the Phantom Airborne Brigade.  It has motivated our members 

to put the parachute back on and remember the rush and exhilaration of exiting a great WWII C-47 aircraft “Tico Belle.”  Many of our chapter 

members were celebrating after the jump.  Gary Blasczienski (Vice Chairman) making an exit from C-47. Chris Adams (former Black Hat) is standing 

in the door for the 1st time in over 50 years.  There were about 180 paratroopers that jumped into Lake Eustis.
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NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
Heath Davenport (Below) our Treasurer is also exiting out of the “Tico Belle.”

 

Our Christmas celebration was held at the VFW in Belleview. The JROTC Color Guard from Westport High School, Ocala was on hand to present 

the colors.  The Vice Chairman is awarding the cadets with a Certifi cate of Appreciation for their efforts.  Lots of food fun and merry making for 

everyone on hand. Airborne!  He was also sworn in the new Chairman for the Chapter for 2026. Rich Becker did the honors of installing him into 

offi ce. Also outgoing Chairman Tony Alger is thanking Joyce Damon, Service Offi cer and Linda Hall assistant Service Offi cer for their contributions 

and efforts to the Chapter over his tenure there. Airborne All the Way!
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NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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NORTHERN MICHIGAN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
Honoring Service and Community: Northern Michigan All Airborne Chapter Veterans Tributes

The Northern Michigan All Airborne Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Division Association held a series of Veterans recognition events in November, 

honoring service, sacrifi ce, and community support across multiple venues. Led by Retired COL David Eggle, Chapter Chairman, these events high-

lighted the Chapter’s dedication to recognizing veterans and preserving the proud legacy of the Airborne.

Over several days, the Chapter participated in three venues, delivered fi ve presentations, and formally recognized approximately 70 veterans, with 

total attendance—including family members, staff, and supporters—estimated between 150 and 170 individuals. Each event brought together veter-

ans, families, volunteers, and community partners in meaningful ceremonies focused on appreciation and remembrance.

A key element of the events was the presentation of certifi cates of recognition to veterans and supporters who helped make the programs possible. 

Honorees included community advocates such as Lisa Trombley, recognized for her long-standing support of veterans and service organizations. 

State offi cial representative John Roth also participated via video message, offering remarks and expressing support on behalf of his offi ce, under-

scoring the importance of these tributes at the state level. Dedicated Chapter members like Dean Amos, whose leadership and coordination were 

instrumental in ensuring the success of the ceremonies, were also recognized. These individuals, along with numerous volunteers, exemplify the 

spirit of service that drives the Chapter’s mission.

One particularly signifi cant tribute was a private recognition for Holocaust survivor Klara Stärk, born February 16, 1930, in Foeni Satu Mare, Ro-

mania. Under the leadership of COL Eggle, the ceremony was conducted with great care and respect, honoring both her personal story and the 

broader historical signifi cance of Holocaust remembrance.

The Chapter also had the honor of recognizing three 

100-year-old Paratroopers, a living testament to the history 

and legacy of the Airborne community and a powerful 

reminder of the enduring courage and dedication of those 

who served.

Speakers and participants included military leaders, 

elected offi cials’ representatives, and volunteers whose 

professionalism ensured the success of each ceremony. 

Despite varying locations and formats, the events shared a 

common purpose: to honor service, support veterans, and 

uphold the traditions of the 82nd Airborne Division.

The Northern Michigan All Airborne Chapter continues to 

demonstrate that commitment, leadership, and community 

support remain strong, ensuring veterans are celebrated, 

remembered, and never forgotten.

Airborne—All the Way.
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NORTHERN MICHIGAN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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NORTHERN MICHIGAN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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NORTHERN MICHIGAN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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NORTHERN MICHIGAN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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NORTHERN MICHIGAN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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NORTHERN MICHIGAN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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NORTHERN MICHIGAN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
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NORTH TEXAS "ALL AIRBORNE" CHAPTER
The chapter executed their 3rd annual Pistol Pete’s BBQ Competition in conjunction with American Legion 379 annual car show. This year we 

had The Ron Rhodes Band perform live! Much thanks to our volunteers and pitmasters, Limp Brisket BBQ, KMEA BBQ, Barnyard Pimps BBQ, and 

Lil’Tones BBQ who volunteered their time and energy in supporting our organization. A very big thanks to our sponsors, SERVE at Cotality, Premier 

Health, and Jalapeño Fence Company. We also executed our annual holiday party and installed our 2026 offi cers. The gavel gets passed on from 

Pete Dominguez to Rudy Chavez. Rudy is highly respected within the Airborne community and well deserving of taking the reins in 2026! To wrap 

up the year a few chapter members attended Wreaths Across America. We salute and honor those who paid the ultimate sacrifi ce!
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NORTH TEXAS "ALL AIRBORNE" CHAPTER
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NORTH TEXAS "ALL AIRBORNE" CHAPTER
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NORTH TEXAS "ALL AIRBORNE" CHAPTER

Wreaths Across America



61Paraglide, Winter 2025  Number 4

SOUTHERN WISCONSIN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
Sorry to start off on a low note, but I attended the wake of our oldest member, Frank Bogyos.    While we are sorry that he is gone, 98 years is a nice 
full life and Frank made the most of his.  He served in Japan with the 11th Airborne right after WW2.  He used his GI Bill to go to optometry school 
and set up a thriving practice in Racine. He was a self-taught artist and our chapter benefi ted from his skill.  He would always work up an airborne 
painting and donate them to the chapter to raffl e off at the car shows.  The family had a nice selection of his paintings with the center piece being 
one of the drop zones at Bragg.   Frank was fully dressed in his Jump HBT’s with overseas hat on displaying the airborne patch and the DUI of the 
11th Airborne. His brown jump boots were on display as well. 

While our annual car show is normally the last fund raiser of the year for the chapter, we were  contacted by  the  sister of Army veteran Keith Kus-
chinski who passed from cancer earlier in the year.  She and her husband wanted to do a fund raiser in his honor outside a local bar and donated 
the money to our chapter’s severely wounded warrior fund. Chapter member Steve Brunell drove up to attend and represent the chapter.  While 
the event had a lot of competition, opening day of deer season and just one of the best fall weather days, plenty of people came by to buy pickled 
asparagus, green beans, and participate in the 50/50 and other raffl es.  

As we approached Veterans Day, we found that Chapter Chaplain Gary Beltoya was going to be featured on Milwaukee stations coverage of Vet-
erans Day events.  What started as a dimple conversation in a local hair salon, wound up reuniting Gary with his old pen pal from the Vietnam War.  
Anita Anderson was just 7 years old when she wrote her fi rst letter to Gary, serving in Vietnam with the 82nd Airborne, as part of a school project. 
The two became pen pals, exchanging letters throughout his deployment. 

For Gary, those letters meant more than words on paper.  “Combat guys really, really, from the heart needed letters”. “Sometimes we’d go out 30 
or 40 days and when mail call came; you prayed you got a letter. Some guys didn’t get one, and your heart would break. Those letters, they meant 
everything to the troopers”.  When Beltoya returned home, he visited Anita’s family for dinner in Kenosha and even brought her a special gift: his 
Army Commendation Medal.  Anita had held on to that medal and still has it today.  The two plan on staying in touch from now on!

Moving on, Jimmy Gerber, Linda Walters and myself attended the Carrol Beach Home Owner’s Association’s Christmas Party.  Admittance is a 
wrapped package for a child male or female.  The Chapter has partnered with the Association for the past twenty years.  It started when the  Na-
tional Guard Artillery unit stationed in Kenosha was  deployed for the war in Iraq.  While they were away we would deliver the toys to the armory in 
time for the unit Christmas Party.  When the unit returned, we continued the practice until we were made aware of the need of lower enlisted sailors 
who were using the food bank at a local veteran’s charity to help them stretch their pay as the North Chicago landlords were gouging the sailors on 
rent.  So we re-directed the toys to help them have something for their children.  The Chapter also kicked in with a thousand dollars of Jewel Food 
gift cards.  The three of us then drove down to deliver everything.  Thankfully Jimmy Gerber’s truck held it all and we had sailors who volunteer at the 
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SOUTHERN WISCONSIN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
charity to help us unload.

 The Chapter had another great Christmas Party at Casa Capri with everybody trying to outdo Steve Brunell!  That will NEVER happen!  We had 
some great door prizes donated by members.  Carolyn and Wally came as guests and shared some potential plans for this year’s pig roast.

Chapter member Dan Boring located another severely wounded warrior and we were able to get one of our checks off to her before Christmas.  
Corporal Sue Crutchfi eld lost both of her legs while serving as an MP during the war in Iraq.  She deployed from Germany with her MP Company 
to perform convoy escort duty.  She was wounded twice before on convoy escorts before her hummer ran over an IED.  She is the recipient of three 
Purple Hearts and she has accepted our invitation to be our guest of honor at our annual car show this Labor Day Weekend.

The Chicago Chapter reached out to see how we are doing.  It seems that they are in the same shape as us with hundreds on the chapter rolls, but 
only a few of those actually coming out and participating. I told him that we have an awful lot of community support which makes us so success-
ful.  We hope to join them for their annual picnic this summer!   It could a great opportunity share some new ideas!

If your Chapter knows of any severely wounded out there in your area, please reach out to us so we can help them.  All the Best for the New Year!

Veterans Closet Sue Crutchfireld
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SOUTHERN WISCONSIN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER

Gary TodayGary  and Penpal

PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT IS OPEN TO CHAPTERS & MEMBERS

The Advertisement cost for publishing in the Association Paraglide magazine are noted below:

$500 - Full Page / Color / 4 Issues                    $250 - Half Page / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Quarter Page / Color / 4 Issues       $50 - Business Card / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Facebook & Website Advertising/Monthly

Ads & Artwork must be camera ready.  

For more information please contact the National Headquarters at (910) 223-1182, or via email at 

execdir@82ndairborneassociation.org.   An invoice will be issued once the ad is approved.  ATW!
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Join Our Leadership Team!

The 82nd Airborne Division Association warmly welcomes
our two new members of the Board of Directors for 2026.

We’re seeking dedicated leaders help guide our mission in 2027.

Open Positions:
6 Board of Director seats for 2027
1 National Treasurer

Please review Article V (Elections) of the
Association By-Laws for more information or
email: execsec@82ndairborneassociation.org

Lee Walker
(Benavidez-Patterson
All Airborne Chapter)

Dave Mauro
(NJ - CPL Steven
Koch Chapter)

Join Our Leadership Team!
We’re seeking dedicate guide our mission in 2027.

Open Positions:
6 Board of Director seats for 2027
1 National Treasurer

lease review Article V (Elections) of the
ssociation By-Laws for more information or
mail: execsec@82ndairborneassociation.orgg

edd leaders hellp

ff 2027
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Remembering & Honoring LTC Bob Chisolm
June 23, 1925 – January 04, 2022

All American Hall of Fame – Class of 2019
Legion of Merit Award – Holland, 20 September 1944 Triple CIB Recipient

Preserving the Legacy
82nd Airborne Division

508th Parachute Infantry Regiment

Fundraising for MISSION82
UK 82nd Airborne Memorial Project

3 New Memorials to Paratroopers Killed in Training & 
Combat Jump Preparations
Unveilings in 2026 on 82nd Anniversary of the 1944 Incidents
Follow-On to Previous Memorials in England’s East Midlands

(See Details on Back Side)

Thank & Support our UK Friends!
Help Preserve the Legacy!

$5000.00 Total Support Need
Dollar-for-Dollar Match from Generous Lead Donors

(Double Your Contribution!)

PayPal & Credit Card Donations at 
http://www.508pir.org/f_and_f/paymstr_1.htm

Zelle® Donations to Christopher Harris at 
(310) 729-2745 or harris.chris.j@att.net
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The Project & Final Fundraising
Led by Darren Bond & Adam Berry, respected WWII historians &
memorial advocates in England.
Partnering with Family and Friends of the 508th PIR Association,
champions of other 82nd Airborne GWOT & WWII memorial
projects in Europe and at Fort Bragg.
Lead Donors are Matching dollar-for-dollar all donations, large or
small!
Broad Participation from Stateside and Europe key to
success!

Please Participate & Help Preserve the Legacy!

The Mission
A new UK Memorial Project will honor 82nd
Airborne Paratroopers killed in Training and
Combat Jump Preparations in England during
the critical months of 1944 surrounding the
Normandy and Holland jumps. 82 years later,
three new memorials will help tell future
generations of Britons the full story of the
Division’s World War II service and sacrifice.

82nd Anniversary Memorials
3 Permanent Granite/Bronze
Memorials in the East
Midlands of England
Unveiling Ceremonies
during 2026, marking the
82nd Anniversaries of the
WWII Incidents
Designed to Educate Locals
& Preserve the 82nd
Airborne Legacy

MISSION82 -UKMEMORIALPROJECT

DONATEHERE&
DOUBLEYOUR
CONTRIBUTION!

For More Detailed Info & to ZELLE ®:
Christopher (Chris) Harris,
F&F 508th PIR Association

(310) 729-2745
harris.chris.j@att.net
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M17X PISTOL
MCX-SPEAR

GUN RAFFLE

SIG SAUER

https://www.sigsauer.com

Thank You, Sig Sauer!

The 82nd Airborne Division Association National Office proudly thanks Sig Sauer for their
generous donation of two firearms for our Veterans Day raffle.

On Veterans Day at the Moore County Veteran Memorial in Carthage, NC, over 600 tickets
were sold, and two lucky winners were drawn to receive a MCX-Spear and an M17X pistol.
Your support helped us raise crucial funds to continue our mission of honoring and
assisting veterans and their families.

Contributions like yours make a real difference in sustaining our programs and ensuring
veterans receive the recognition and support they deserve.

We are grateful for your partnership and commitment to the Airborne community!

Airborne—All the Way

M17X PISTOL
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The 82nd Airborne Division Association extends our sincere
gratitude to everyone who supported our GivingTuesday 2025
campaign. Your generosity helped strengthen our ability to
serve Paratroopers, Veterans, and their families, ensuring our
mission continues well into the future.

We are honored by your support and thankful for everyone
who makes our work possible, helping us make a real
difference in the lives of those who serve.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Cumberland Community Foundation,
Fayetteville New Car Dealers Association, Holmes Security Systems, Elizabeth
"Beth" Keeney, Carol and Sammy Short, Daphne and Ray Manning, and four
anonymous donors for making this match possible.

We’d like to extend a special thank you to our Giving Tuesday 2025
82 Airborne Division Association Donors, as seen below.nd

Jason Burkee, Larry Stewart, Texas Lone Star Chapter, Robert Whitaker Jr., SSG Boyer and
Family, General and Mrs. McNeill, Rocky and Donna Lopes, Robert Pino, Ariel Taylor,
Deanna Henderson, Joanne Foy, Robert and Barbara McMillin, Timothy J. Owens, Mr.
Charles B. Wagner III, Jan Aamodt, Doug Barnette Sr., Mr. Carl Birk, Mark Block, James
Hawthorne, Rene Hernandez, Jeff and Marsha Pauley, Charles Rash, Mr. Robert Zeeman,
Dinesh Chandra and Kalpana Krishna, Mr. Randolph Dillenbeck & All Anonymous Donors

GivingTuesday 2025
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THE TEST PLATOON
To order click link: jmattingly1845.com

or use this QR code with your phone

Created to honor
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We are proud to extend a heartfelt thank you to
everyone who showed unwavering support during the
All American National Airborne Day Flash Sale on
August 16, 2025. Because of you, the event was a
tremendous success with over 700 participants
stepping up to support the legacy, brotherhood, and
sisterhood of the All American Paratroopers.

Emails have been sent—and are still being sent—to
participants who may need to provide additional
documentation or answer a follow-up question. Please
keep an eye on your inbox for messages from
admin@82ndairborneassociation.org. We sincerely
appreciate your patience as we finalize and process
the remaining Flash Sale All American memberships.

We’re also excited to share that an additional 70 past
and present paratroopers became All American
members during 2025, bringing us to nearly 800 All
American memberships to close out the year—an
outstanding milestone made possible by this
incredible community.

Thank you for standing with us, honoring the Airborne
legacy, and helping make 2025 a year to remember.

All the way!

A L L A M E R I C A N M EM B E R S
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PEDAL FOR PARATROOPERS
TRI-DISTANCE BICYCLE CHARITY RIDE 100KM 64KM 34KM

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION

Start at
8:00 AM

Visit:
https://bit.ly/PFP-2026

(Case Sensitive)

OR
Scan the QR Code

OR
Search for Pedal For Paratroopers

on RunSignUp.com

Pedal for Paratroopers is a charity cycling event welcoming riders of all skill levels
in support of those who serve. Proceeds benefit the All American Adventure
Program, which promotes resilience and mental health for at-risk active-duty and
Veteran Paratroopers of the 82nd Airborne Division through counseling resources
and restorative outdoor experiences such as kayaking, hiking, and equine therapy.
Registration includes an event T-shirt, with jerseys and other apparel, water
bottles, and a BBQ combo meal available for purchase. Join us for a meaningful ride
that supports healing, strength, and the enduring Airborne spirit—All the Way.

www.facebook.com/82ndAssociation

@82ndABNDIVAssoc

82nd airborne division association inc

@82ndABNAssoc

Donate: https://bit.ly/Donate-PFP-2026
(Case Sensitive)

For more information:
Call: 910-223-1182

Email: execsec@82ndAirborneAssociation.org
Website: www.82ndAirborneAssociation.org

Saturday
18 April
2026

McDeeds Creek Elementary
2953 Camp Easter Road

Southern Pines, NC 28387

ENTRY FEE: $65 (INCLUDES T-SHIRT)
ONLINE REGISTRATION CLOSES AT 11:59 P.M.

SAME DAY REGISTRATION WILL BE $75 AND WILL START AT 6:30 A.M.
PLEASE REGISTER BEFORE APRIL 1ST TO GUARANTEE A T-SHIRT.

STOREFRONT

ADDITIONAL EVENT ITEMS
CAN BE PURCHASED IN

THE STOREFRONT

REGISTRATION

*JERSEY IS SEPARATE
FROM T-SHIRT

RAIN OR SHINE

ACCESS CODE: pfp2026 (lowercase)
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PEDAL FOR PARATROOPERS
TRI-DISTANCE BICYCLE CHARITY RIDE 100KM 64KM 34KM

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION

Become a Sponsor

Receive six months of advertisement space on our website
Six monthly social media posts
Half-page advertisement in our next Convention AD Book

Receive three months of advertisement space on our website
Three monthly social media posts
Quarter-page advertisement in the next Convention AD Book

Be a Partner with the 82nd Association
Have your signage present at our distribution events
Receive six months of advertisement space on our website
Six monthly social media posts
Full-page advertisement in our next Convention AD Book

Parachutist - $1,000

Master Parachutist - $5,000

Senior Parachutist - $2,500

How to donate:

Scan the QR Code or Visit the link below:
https://bit.ly/Donate-PFP-2026 (Case Sensitive)

Or

Make Check Payable to: 82nd Airborne Division Association
Mail Check to:

82nd Airborne Division Association
P.O. Box 87482

Fayetteville, NC 28304

We are a 501(c)3 non-profit organization as of 23 July 2019.
Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are
available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919-814- 5400. The

license is not an endorsement of the State.
IT IS NOT A PART OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OR ANY OF ITS COMPONENTS,

AND IT HAS NO GOVERNMENTAL STATUS.

Email:
execsec@82ndAirborneAssociation.org

Phone Number: 910-223-1182

Contact Information

Pedal for Paratroopers is a charity cycling event welcoming riders of all skill levels
in support of those who serve. Proceeds benefit the All American Adventure
Program, which promotes resilience and mental health for at-risk active-duty and
Veteran Paratroopers of the 82nd Airborne Division through counseling resources
and restorative outdoor experiences such as kayaking, hiking, and equine therapy.
Registration includes an event T-shirt, with jerseys and other apparel, water
bottles, and a BBQ combo meal available for purchase. Join us for a meaningful ride
that supports healing, strength, and the enduring Airborne spirit—All the Way.
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82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION
ALL AMERICAN WEEK 2026

May 18-21, 2026
Fort Bragg, North Carolina

The 82nd Airborne Division Association President and Board of Directors cordially invite all
Association Members and guests to join us as we celebrate All American Week with the 82nd

Airborne Division. Registration is $170 per attendee,  which covers food, snacks, and drinks in the
hospitality room, AAW T-shirt*, one formal dinner*, The Fayetteville Chapter’s Picnic Lunch, The

Fayetteville Chapter Southern BBQ Dinner, and the All American Week Event Shuttle. Please
register early, as the registration fee will increase to $185 per attendee after April 27, 2026.

Upon arrival, please be sure to check in at the Association registration desk at Landmark Inn for
your welcome packet. Signage will guide you to the registration location.

You can register online at http://www.82ndairborneassociation.org/events.html, or you can mail
in your registration to:

82nd Airborne Division Association
PO Box 87482

Fayetteville, NC 28304

Hotel Reservations Information:
To make your reservation, PLEASE CALL THE HOTEL DIRECTLY.

Landmark Inn
1208 Glider Street, Fort Bragg, NC

910-495-1215 (For any assistance with booking, questions, or special
accommodations, please call this number)

(Reference 82nd Airborne Division Association)

Standard Room Rates are $99 per night (plus tax) for registered
Association members at the Landmark Inn. This rate is available May
15 - May 23. Please note that the reservation cutoff date is May 1,
2026. After this date, room rates will increase, so be sure to book early
- rooms are limited! Overnight Self-Parking is available for free onsite.
Handicap parking is available. Continental Breakfast is included.

AAW  Registration

*The Fayetteville Chapter Picnic Lunch will be Monday, May 18, at the Fayetteville Chapter Clubhouse (transportation
will be provided to and from the Clubhouse for the Picnic Lunch).

*The Fayetteville Chapter will host a Golf Scramble on Monday, May 18, at the Carolina Lakes Golf Course.

*The Fayetteville Chapter is also hosting a Southern BBQ Dinner on Wednesday, May 20, at Landmark Inn.

*The Association Dinner Social will be on Thursday, May 21, at the Iron Mike Conference Center. The dress code for the
Banquet is  Coat and Tie/Evening Attire.

*Check in and registration packets will be available at the Association Registration Desk located in Landmark Inn.

Schedule and More Information To Come!

*To guarantee a T-shirt, please complete your registration by April 27, 2026!

82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION
ALL AMERICANWEEK 2026

May 18-21, 2026
Fort Bragg, North Carolina

The 82nd Airborne Division Association President and Board of Directors cordially invite all
Association Members and guests to join us as we celebrate All American Week with the 82nd

Airborne Division. Registration is $170 per attendee,  which covers food, snacks, and drinks in the
hospitality room, AAW T-shirt*, one formal dinner*, The Fayetteville Chapter’s Picnic Lunch, The

Fayetteville Chapter Southern BBQ Dinner, and the All American Week Event Shuttle. Please
register early, as the registration fee will increase to $185 per attendee after April 27, 2026.

Upon arrival, please be sure to check in at the Association registration desk at Landmark Inn for
your welcome packet. Signage will guide you to the registration location.

You can register online at http://www.82ndairborneassociation.org/events.html, or you can mail
in your registration to:

82nd Airborne Division Association
PO Box 87482

Fayetteville, NC 28304

Hotel Reservations Information:
ToTT make yoyy ur rerr servavv titt on,n PLEAEE SE CACC LL THTT E HOTETT LEE DIRECTLTT Y.YY

Landmark Inn
1208 Glider Street, Fort Bragg, NC

910-495-1215 (For any assistance with booking, questions, or special
accommodations, please call this number)

(R(( efeff rerr nce 8288 nd Airii brr ornrr e Divivv sii ion Assss ociatitt on)

Standard Room Rates are $99 per night (plus tax) for registered
Association members at the Landmark Inn. This rate is available May
15 - May 23. Please note that the reservation cutofff date is May 1,
2026. Aftff er this date, room rates will increase, so be sure to book early
- rooms are limited! Overnight Self-Parking is available for free onsite.
Handicap parking is available. Continental Breakfast is included.

AAW  Registration

*The Fayetteville Chapter Picnic Lunch will be Monday, May 18, at the Fayetteville Chapter Clubhouse (transportation
will be provided to and from the Clubhouse for the Picnic Lunch).

*The Fayetteville Chapter will host a Golf Scramble on Monday, May 18, at the Carolina Lakes Golf Course.

*The Fayetteville Chapter is also hosting a Southern BBQ Dinner on Wednesday, May 20, at Landmark Inn.

*The Association Dinner Social will be on Thursday, May 21, at the Iron Mike Conference Center. The dress code for the
Banquet is  Coat and Tie/Evening Attire.

*Check in and registration packets will be available at the Association Registration Desk located in Landmark Inn.

Schedule and More Information To Come!

*ToTT guararr ntee a T-TT shirii t,tt please complete yoyy ur rerr ge igg sii trtt arr titt on byb Aprirr l 27,77 2026!
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82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION
ALL AMERICAN WEEK 2026

May 18-21, 2026
Fort Bragg, North Carolina

Name

Phone Number Email

Street Address City/State/Zip Code

Chapter

Title/Rank
Association Member

Number

Spouse/Guest 1 Guest 2

Guest 3 Guest 4

Please list any dietary restrictions or handicap needs/special accommodations below.

Arrival Date Departure Date

Hotel Reservations Made At

Did you serve in the 82 ABN DIV in (Please Circle)nd WWII     Dom Rep     Vietnam     Grenada    Panama     Persian Gulf     GWOT

Registration Fee is $170 per person (Includes Hospitality Room, T-Shirt*, Banquet*, AAW Event Shuttle, and More).
Registration Fee will increase to $185 per person after April 27, 2026.

Number of Registered Attendees X $170 Each = $

Number of Challenge Coins X $20 Each = $

Total: $

Please Circle T-Shirt Size Guest 1 Guest 2 Guest 3 Guest 4

  S      M      L      XL      2XL       

3XL    4XL     5XL

S     M     L     XL     2XL

3XL     4XL    5XL

S     M     L     XL    2XL

3XL     4XL     5XL

S     M     L     XL     2XL

3XL     4XL     5XL

S     M     L     XL     2XL

3XL     4XL     5XL

*To guarantee a T-shirt, please complete your registration by April 27, 2026!

We look forward to seeing you at All American Week!

AAW Registration

Standard Rooms Available for $99 per Night (plus tax)
The hotel reservation cutoff date is May 1, 2026. After this date, room rates will

increase, so be sure to book early! This special rate is available exclusively to
those registered for All American Week. Rooms are limited - reserve yours now!

On-site parking is available for free. Continental Breakfast is included.

Hotel Reservations Information:
To make your reservation, PLEASE CALL THE HOTEL DIRECTLY.

Landmark Inn
1208 Glider Street, Fort Bragg, NC

910-495-1215 (For any assistance with booking, questions, or special
accommodations, please call this number)

(Reference 82nd Airborne Division Association)

Make check/money order payable to:
82  Airborne Division Associationnd

P.O. Box 87482
Fayetteville, NC 28304-7482

Or Scan the QR Code Above to Register

Please call (910) 223-1182 with any questions.

Cancellations and/or requests for refunds must be submitted no later
than April 27, 2026.  Refunds will not be issued after this date unless it
is a verifiable emergency. Funds will be considered a donation to the

Association.  

AIRBORNE, ALL THE WAY!

2026 AAW
Challenge Coin

$20 each
Image to come!
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Fort Bragg, NC Visitor Access
Visitors requiring a pass for access to Fort Bragg can now apply for passes online.

The online pass process can only be utilized by those who are US citizens, have a valid
state issued REAL ID-compliant driver's license or ID, and have a mobile phone - up to
30 days in advance. Select "Fort Bragg" under Installation.

After vetting, visitors will be sent a text informing them if their visit has been approved
or denied. Visitors with a REAL ID-compliant driver's license or identification card may
proceed to any of Fort Bragg's access control points to be scanned for access. Passes
will NOT be sent via email to the visitor.

For visitors WITHOUT a REAL ID-compliant identification, stop by the Visitor Access
Center at the All American Gate between 5 a.m. and 9 p.m., seven days a week.

Step 1:
Visit
https://pass.aie.army.mil/steps/bra
nch_selection
Choose your branch.
Next, Choose Fort Bragg.

Step 2:
Read the terms.
Click the “I’m not a Robot” box.
Click “I accept these terms.”

Step 3:
Choose Visitors Pass

Page 1/3

Next, Choose Fort Bragg.
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82nd Airborne Divission Association
PO Box 887482

Fayetteville, NNC 28304
910/223--1182

admin@82ndAirbornneAssociation.org

PRINTABLE VENDOR AAPPLICATION FORM

VENDOR INFOORMATION

Coompany / Firm Name
(ass shown on Federal Tax Return)

Alternate Name
if aapplicable / (doing business as)

PPoint of Contact Name

VVendor Address

Phone Vendor Email

TAX EXEMPTT? Y or N

VVendor Website

Description of Prooduct(s) for sale

What Payment Methodss will you accept

Will you need eleectricity if available
(First Come, First Served)

Table Cosst is $100 per table.  
How many willl you be requesting?

BOOTH INFORMATION

X $100.00
TOTAL

AMOUNT

All Americaan Week

Must also provide an item or items
that exceed in value oof $150.00 for

the auction, to paarticipate.  
Please list the item or items that you

will donate for thhe auction
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D-DAY AIRBORNE
MEMORIAL GOLF OUTING
TOCHANGETHE LIVESOF INJUREDVETERANS

6 J U N E 2 0 2 6

Benefiting injured military Veterans and their families by
contributing to Veteran specific organizations such as Patriot K-9s,
Stable Hands Equine Therapy Center, Mobility 4-Vets, the 82nd
Airborne Education Fund, and the Travis Mills Foundation. Honoring
the 82nd Anniversary of D-Day and the legacy ofWWII Veterans.

BADGER STATE CHAPTER

Westridge Golf Course
8130 Golf Course Road,Neenah,WI

SPONSOR AND
REGISTER HERE:

FORMORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION,
VISIT THIS WEBSITE, OR SCAN THE QR CODE.

HTTPS://EVENTS.GOLFSTATUS.COM/EVENT/6F24FA24-656C-4523-808A-D611C72D601F

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE EMAIL:
BADGERSTATE@82NDAIRBORNEASSOCIATION.ORG

6 J U N E 2 0 2 6
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82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION
80TH NATIONAL CONVENTION

August 12-15, 2026
San Antonio, Texas

The 82nd Airborne Division Association President and Board of Directors cordially invite all
Association Members and guests to join us in San Antonio, TX for the Association’s 80th National
Convention. Registration for the Convention is $225 per attendee,  which covers a T-shirt, food,
snacks, and drinks in the hospitality room, two formal dinners*, and a special spouse’s brunch—
truly a great value! Please register early, as the registration will increase to $250 per attendee

after July 31, 2026.

Upon arrival at the hotel, please be sure to check in at the Association registration desk for your
welcome packet. Signage will guide you to the registration location.

You can register online at http://www.82ndairborneassociation.org/events.html or you can mail in
your registration to:

82nd Airborne Division Association
PO Box 87482

Fayetteville, NC 28304

Hotel Reservations Information:
To make your reservation, please contact the hotel directly.

Holiday Inn - San Antonio Riverwalk
217 N. St. Mary’s Street, San Antonio, TX

210-224-2500 (For any assistance with booking, questions, or special
accommodations, please call this number)

(Reference 82nd Airborne Division Association)
Group Code: A82

Alternatively, you can book your room online at:
https://tinyurl.com/82ABNAssociationConvention

Or simply scan the QR code to the right.

Hotel Reservations

We’ve secured an exclusive rate of $142 per night (plus tax) for registered
Association members at the Holiday Inn - San Antonio Riverwalk. This rate
is available three days before and three days after the Convention, giving
you the perfect opportunity to turn your convention trip into a fantastic
vacation! Please note, the reservation cutoff date is July 31, 2026. After
this date, room rates will increase, so be sure to book early - rooms are
limited! Overnight Self-Parking is available for $20.00/day. Be on the
lookout for more information soon!

*Memorial Dinner - Coat and Tie/Cocktail          *Banquet - Coat and Tie/Evening Attire

Convention Registration

82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION
80TH NATIONAL CONVENTION

August 12-15, 2026
San Antonio, Texas

The 82nd Airborne Division Association President and Board of Directors cordially invite all
Association Members and guests to join us in San Antonio, TX for the Association’s 80th National
Convention. Registration for the Convention is $225 per attendee,  which covers a T-shirt, food,
snacks, and drinks in the hospitality room, two formal dinners*, and a special spouse’s brunch—
truly a great value! Please register early, as the registration will increase to $250 per attendee

after July 31, 2026.

Upon arrival at the hotel, please be sure to check in at the Association registration desk for your
welcome packet. Signage will guide you to the registration location.

You can register online at http://www.82ndairborneassociation.org/events.html or you can mail in
your registration to:

82nd Airborne Division Association
PO Box 87482

Fayetteville, NC 28304

Hotel Reservations Information:
To make your reservation, please contact the hotel directly.

Holiday Inn - San Antonio Riverwalk
217 N. St. Mary’s Street, San Antonio, TX

210-224-2500 (For any assistance with booking, questions, or special
accommodations, please call this number)

(Reference 82nd Airborne Division Association)
Group Code: A82

Alternatively, you can book your room online at:
httpps:////tinyyurl.com//82ABNAssociationConvention

Or simply scan the QR code to the right.

We’ve secured an exclusive rate of $142 per night (plus tax) for registered
Association members at the Holiday Inn - San Antonio Riverwalk. This rate
is available three days before and three days after the Convention, giving
you the perfect opportunity to turn your convention trip into a fantastic
vacation! Please note, the reservation cutoff date is July 31, 2026. After
this date, room rates will increase, so be sure to book early - rooms are
limited! Overnight Self-Parking is available for $20.00/day. Be on the
lookout for more information soon!

*Memorial Dinner - Coat and Tie/Cocktail         l *Banquet - Coat and Tie/Evening Attire

Convention Registration

ents.html or you can m

HH
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Deluxe Guest Rooms Available for $142 per Night (plus tax)
The hotel reservation cutoff date is July 31, 2026. After this date, room rates

will increase, so be sure to book early! This special rate is available exclusively
to those registered for the Convention. Rooms are limited - reserve yours now!

Overnight Self-Parking is available for $20.00/day.

82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION
80TH NATIONAL CONVENTION

August 12-15, 2026
San Antonio, Texas

Hotel Reservations Information:
To make your reservation, please contact the hotel directly.

Holiday Inn - San Antonio Riverwalk
217 N. St Mary’s Street, San Antonio, TX

210-224-2500 (For any assistance with booking, questions, or special
accommodations, please call this number)

(Reference 82nd Airborne Division Association)
Group Code: 82A

Alternatively, you can book your room online at:
https://tinyurl.com/82ABNAssociationConvention

Or simply scan the QR code to the right.

Name

Phone Number Email

Street Address City/State/Zip Code

Chapter

Rank
Association Member

Number

Spouse/Guest 1 Guest 2

Guest 3 Guest 4

Please list any dietary restrictions or handicap needs/special accommodations  below.

Registration Fee is $225 per person (Includes T-shirt, Hospitality Room, Memorial Dinner*, Banquet* and Spouse's Brunch)
Registration Fee will increase to $250 per person after July 31, 2026

Number of Registered Attendees X $225 Each = $

Number of Challenge Coins X $25 Each = $

TOTAL $

Please Circle T-Shirt Size Guest 1 Guest 2 Guest 3 Guest 4

  S      M      L      XL      2XL       

3XL    4XL     5XL

S     M     L     XL     2XL

3XL     4XL    5XL

S     M     L     XL    2XL

3XL     4XL     5XL

S     M     L     XL     2XL

3XL     4XL     5XL

S     M     L     XL     2XL

3XL     4XL     5XL

We look forward to seeing you at the 80th National Convention!

Hotel Reservations

*Memorial Dinner - Coat and Tie/Cocktail          *Banquet - Coat and Tie/Evening Attire

Convention Registration

2026
Convention

Challenge Coin
$25 each

Image to come!

Deluxe Guest Rooms Available for $142 per Night (plus tax)
The hotel reservation cutoff date is July 31, 2026. After this date, room rates

will increase, so be sure to book early! This special rate is available exclusively
to those registered for the Convention. Rooms are limited - reserve yours now!

Overnight Self-Parking is available for $20.00/day.g g y

82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION
80TH NATIONAL CONVENTION

August 12-15, 2026
San Antonio, Texas

Hotel Reservations Information:
To make your reservation, please contact the hotel directly.

Holiday Inn - San Antonio Riverwalk
217 N. St Mary’s Street, San Antonio, TX

210-224-2500 (For any assistance with booking, questions, or special
accommodations, please call this number)

(Reference 82nd Airborne Division Association)
Group Code: 82A

Alternatively, you can book your room online at:
https://tinyurl.com/82ABNAssociationConvention

Or simply scan the QR code to the right.

Name

Phone Number Email

Street Address City/State/Zip Code

Chapter

Rank
Association Member

Number

Spouse/Guest 1 Guest 2

Guest 3 Guest 4

Please list any dietary restrictions or handicap needs/special accommodations  below.

Registration Fee is $225 per person (Includes T-shirt, Hospitality Room, Memorial Dinner*, Banquet* and Spouse's Brunch)
Registration Fee will increase to $250 per person aftff er July 31, 2026

Number of Registered Attendees X $225 Each = $

Number of Challenge Coins X $25 Each = $

TOTAL $

Please Circle T-Shirt Size Guest 1 Guest 2 Guest 3 Guest 4

S      M      L     XL     2XL      

3XL    4XL    5XL

S    M     L    XL    2XL

3XL    4XL   5XL

S    M    L    XL    2XL

3XL    4XL    5XL

S     M     L    XL    2XL

3XL     4XL     5XL

S     M    L     XL    2XL

3XL     4XL    5XL

We look forward to seeing you at the 80th National Convention!

Hotel Reservations

*Memorial Dinner - Coat and Tie/Cocktail         l *Banquet - Coat and Tie/Evening Attire

Convention Registration

2026
Convention

Challenge Coin
$25 each

Image to come!
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12th Annual 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc.
50/50 Raffle

Our 12th Annual 50/50 Raffle benefits the 82nd Airborne Division Association General Fund. Your support
significantly enhances the Association’s ability to support our Active Duty Troopers through Association
programs, including Holiday Troop Support, Airborne Night Out, the Division Food Locker, and other opportunities,
as well as funding annual Association sponsored events such as All American Week, the National Convention and
more. Please send check, money order, or cash. Please fill out the information legibly and return the tickets to:

82 Airborne Division Association, PO Box 87482, Fayetteville, NC 29304nd

Or purchase tickets online by visiting: https://82ndairborneassociation.org/events.html

Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00. Thank you for your support! AATW!

Name: ________________________________
Address: ______________________________
City: ___________________ State: ________
Phone: ________________________________

$5/per, $20 for 5
12 Annual 50/50 Raffle - 2026th

____ __ ____________ ___________ _________________ ____________________ __________________ ____________ ______________ ______________ ___________ ________________ ____________ _____________ ________________ ______________ __ ___
______________________ _____________ _________ _____________ ___ ________ _______ ___ ___ ___ ________ ____ __ __________ __________________ _____________ _________________ __
_________________ _____________ ___ ___ ___ _________ ________ _________ ______ ________ _____________________ _________ __ __ SSSStttttttttttttttaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
____________________ ________________ ____________ _____________ ______ __ _______ _______ _______ ________ ___ _____ _______ ________________ _______________ _________ ____________________
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$5555555555555555555555////////////pppppppppppeeeeeeeeeer,,,,,,,,,,,,rr $$$$$$$$$$$22222222222200000000000000000000000000 ffffffffffffffooooooooooor

Annuaaaaaaaaaaalllllllllll 555555555555555000000000000000////////////////555555555555555000000000000000 Raff

12th Annual 50/50 Raffle to benefit the 82nd
Airborne Division Association, Inc.

GENERAL FUND
Drawing: August 15, 2026

Winning Prize: 50%

You do not need to be present to win!

Name: ________________________________
Address: ______________________________
City: ___________________ State: ________
Phone: ________________________________

$5/per, $20 for 5
12 Annual 50/50 Raffle - 2026th

____ __ ___________ ___________ ______________ ______________________ __________________ _____________ _____________ _______________ _____________ ______________ _____________ ___________ ________________ _____________ __ ___
______________________ _____________ __________ _____________ ___ ________ _______ ___ ___ ___ ________ ____ __ _________ __________________ _____________ _________________ __
________________ _____________ ___ ___ ___ __________ _______ _________ ______ _________ ____________________ _________ __ __ SSSSttttttttttttttaaaaaaaaaaaaa
____________________ _______________ ____________ _____________ ______ __ ________ _______ ______ ________ ___ _____ _______ ________________ ______________ _________ _____________________
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$555555555555555555555////////////ppppppppppeeeeeeeeeeer,,,,,,,,,,,rr $$$$$$$$$$$$2222222222220000000000000000000000000 ffffffffffffffooooooooooooor

Annuaaaaaaaaallllllllllll 555555555555550000000000000//////////////55555555555555555000000000000000 Raff

12th Annual 50/50 Raffle to benefit the 82nd
Airborne Division Association, Inc.

GENERAL FUND
Drawing: August 15, 2026

Winning Prize: 50%

You do not need to be present to win!

Name: ________________________________
Address: ______________________________
City: ___________________ State: ________
Phone: ________________________________

$5/per, $20 for 5
12 Annual 50/50 Raffle - 2026th

____ __ __________ ___________ __________ ___________________ ______________ _____________ ____________ _______________ _____________ ________________ ___________ _________ ________________ __________ __ ___
__________________ ___________ __________ ________________ ___ ________ __________ ___ ___ ___ _________ ____ __ ___________ ____________ ____________ ___________________ __
_________________ _____________ ___ ___ ___ ________ __________ __________ ______ _________ __________________ _________ __ __ SSSSSSSStttttttttttttttaaaaaaaaaaaaa
____________________ ________________ ____________ _______ ______ __ ________ _____ ____ _______ ___ _____ ____ ______________ _____________ ________ ___________________
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$55555555555555555555//////////pppppppppppeeeeeer,,,,,,,,,,,,,rr $$$$$$$$$$$$2222222222220000000000000000000000000 ffffffffffffffoooooooooooor

Annuaaaaaaaaaaaaallllllllllll 555555555555550000000000000//////////////55555555555555555000000000000000 Raff

12th Annual 50/50 Raffle to benefit the 82nd
Airborne Division Association, Inc.

GENERAL FUND
Drawing: August 15, 2026

Winning Prize: 50%

You do not need to be present to win!

Name: ________________________________
Address: ______________________________
City: ___________________ State: ________
Phone: ________________________________

$5/per, $20 for 5
12 Annual 50/50 Raffle - 2026th

____ __ ___________ ________ ________ ______________ ________________ ___________ _____________ ________________ ____________ ______________ _____________ ________ _______________ __________ __ ___
__________________ ____________ __________ _______________ ___ _______ ___________ ___ ___ ____ _______ ____ __ ___________ ________________ ____________________ ________________ __
____________________ ____________ ___ ___ ___ ________ ____________ ________ ______ _________ ______________ ____________ __ __ SSSSSSSSSSStttttttttttttaaaaaaaaaaaaa
__________________ _________________ ________________ ___ ______ __ ________ _____ ____ _______ ___ _____ ___ ______________ _____________ ________ ___________________
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$55555555555555555555/////////pppppppppppeeer,,,,,,,,,,rr $$$$$$$$$$$$2222222222220000000000000000000000000 ffffffffffffffoooooooooooor

Annuaaaaaaaaaaaaallllllllllll 555555555555550000000000000000////////////////5555555555555555500000000000000 Raff

12th Annual 50/50 Raffle to benefit the 82nd
Airborne Division Association, Inc.

GENERAL FUND
Drawing: August 15, 2026

Winning Prize: 50%

You do not need to be present to win!

Name: ________________________________
Address: ______________________________
City: ___________________ State: ________
Phone: ________________________________

$5/per, $20 for 5
12 Annual 50/50 Raffle - 2026th

____ __ ___________ ___________ ______________ ______________________ __________________ ____________ ____________ ______________ ____________ _____________ _____________ ___________ ________________ _____________ __ ___
__________________ ____________ __________ _____________ ___ ________ ____ ___ ___ ___ _________ ____ __ __________ _____________ ___________ ____________________ __
________________ _____________ ___ ___ ___ __________ _______ _________ ______ ________ ____________________ _________ __ __ SSSStttttttttttttttaaaaaaaaaaaaa
____________________ _______________ ____________ _____________ ______ __ ________ _______ _______ ________ ___ _____ _______ ________________ ______________ _________ ____________________
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$5555555555555555555555////////////pppppppppppeeeeeeeeeer,,,,,,,,,,,,rr $$$$$$$$$$$22222222222220000000000000000000000 ffffffffffffffooooooooooooor

Annuaaaaaaaaallllllllllll 5555555555550000000000000/////////////55555555555555555000000000000000 Raff

12th Annual 50/50 Raffle to benefit the 82nd
Airborne Division Association, Inc.

GENERAL FUND
Drawing: August 15, 2026

Winning Prize: 50%

You do not need to be present to win!
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https://www choicehotels com/reservations/groups/HP75
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We would like to thank the following individuals and organizations that have donated 

to the Association during the last quarter. Your generosity allows us to continue our 

Mission and fund Programs that benefi t our Active Duty Troopers and to continue to fi nd 

new programs. We could not do this without your generosity and support. Thank you. 

Airborne! 

DONATIONS TO THE ASSOCIATION

DONOR  AMOUNT 

Greater Daytona AA Chapter Holiday Troop Support $500.00

Richard Gillispie $10.00

Tampa Bay AA Chapter Holiday Troop Support $5,000.00

Anonymous Holiday Troop Support $1,000.00

Niagara Frontier Chapter Holiday Troop Support $500.00

Niagara Frontier Chapter Holiday Troop Support $250.00

Southern Wisconsin AA Chapter Holiday Troop Support $1,000.00

Ben Vandervoort-Savannah-Hilton 
Head Island Chapter

Holiday Troop Support $500.00

Anonymous Holiday Troop Support $100.00

Bob & Annette Sandri In Memory of SGT Matt Sandri, C/82 BSB/3BCT $82.00

Peter Forthofer $100.00

West Virginia AA Chapter Holiday Troop Support $100.00

C.D. Goodiel In Memory of Patrick F. Barron $500.00

John & Patsy Teasdale Inn Memory of Jimmy Tiner $50.00

Morgan Davis In Memory of Jim Tiner $25.00

Ralph Bruns In Memory of Jim Tiner $200.00

Anna Davis In Memory of Edward "Ted" Tyler $50.00

Leonas & Amy Venckus In Memory of my friend and mentor, CW5 (Ret) Jim Tiner, who served in the U.S. 
Army from 1969 - 2006, including time with the 82nd Airborne. 

$100.00

WI - Badger State Chapter Holiday Troop Support $1,000.00

Robert Sudbrink Holiday Troop Support $82.00

Gregory Pope In Memory of Edward Tyler $25.00

The Jack Robertson Family In Memory of our cousin, Edward "Ted" Tyler, who served. $50.00

Christina Lumbis On behalf of my father, Anthony Lumbis, who is alive and well. He served in the 
82nd from 1969 - 1972. 

$50.00

Jeffrey Gluck In Honor of All Paratroopers, Past and Present $10.00

The Rivera Family $1,000.00

Becky and Bud Keyser In Memory of CWO5 Jimmy Tiner $50.00

Ray & Sylvia Dombrowski In Memory of Jimmy Tiner $100.00

Anonymous In Honor of Walter Rauscher's 80th Birthday $10,000.00

Central Ohio AA Chapter Holiday Troop Support $730.00
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David Legere On behalf of Louis Legere, 82nd Airborne $50.00

Robert Robinson $10.00

Denise Murphy-Rohr In Memory of George Murphy WWII I am 10 years old making a Christmas dona-
tion, which is a family tradition. I am donating in my great grandfather’s name.

$5.00

Christopher Law In Memory of SGM(Ret) Larry Law $582.00

Daniel & Kristin Gould $100.00

Jason Burkee Giving Tuesday $100.00

Texas Lone Star Chapter Giving Tuesday $1,500.00

Robert Whitaker Jr. Giving Tuesday $2,000.00

SSG Boyer and Family Giving Tuesday $100.00

General and Mrs. McNeill Giving Tuesday $100.00

Rocky and Donna Lopes Giving Tuesday $100.00

Robert Pino Giving Tuesday $25.00

Ariel Taylor Giving Tuesday $25.00

Deanna Henderson Giving Tuesday $25.00

Joanne Foy Giving Tuesday $100.00

Robert and Barbara McMillin Giving Tuesday $100.00

Timothy J. Owens, Former 1/1/17th CAV 
Trooper (1971-72)

Giving Tuesday $50.00

Mr. Charles B. Wagner III Giving Tuesday $150.00

Jan Aamodt Giving Tuesday $50.00

Doug Barnette Sr. Giving Tuesday $25.00

Mr. Carl Birk Giving Tuesday $300.00

Mark Block Giving Tuesday $75.00

James Hawthorne Giving Tuesday $25.00

Rene Hernandez Giving Tuesday $50.00

Jeff and Marsha Pauley Giving Tuesday $25.00

Charles Rash Giving Tuesday $25.00

Mr. Robert Zeeman, Vietnam Veteran 
RTO Co D 2/505 PIR

Giving Tuesday $25.00

Chandra Dinesh and Kalpana Krishna Giving Tuesday $250.00

Mr. Randolph Dillenbeck Giving Tuesday $20.00

Anonymous Giving Tuesday $25.00

Anonymous Giving Tuesday $30.00

Anonymous Giving Tuesday $200.00

Anonymous Giving Tuesday $25.00

Anonymous Giving Tuesday $25.00

DONATIONS TO THE ASSOCIATION

Thank you for your generosity!Thank you for your generosity!
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Diid you purchasse an 82 Airbborne Division Association
2024 Orall History Bookk? If so, please read!

nd
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Scan here:

Those Devils in Baggy Pants was originally published in 1951 by Ross S. Carter, a member of the 82nd Airborne
Division during WWII. Carter, one of the three surviving members of his original platoon and Silver Star and Purple
Heart awardee, sadly, was never able to see his book in print. Instead, the final chapters were pieced together by
his brother, shortly after Carter's passing, with the help of Carter's meticulous notes.

After its original publication in 1951, Those Devils in Baggy Pants sold one million copies, was a Reader's Digest
condensed book, and was translated into multiple languages. Now, years after being out of print, the hit bestseller
is being republished by a member of Carter's own family-David Ross Fraley.

In republishing his relative's incredible tale it is Fraley's hope to honor both story and storyteller.

Those Devils in Baggy Pants invites readers to join the C Company of the 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment 82nd
Airborne Division. Within Carter's WWII memoir is a love story unlike any other- one that depicts the unparalleled
affection between comrades.

With the novel's republish come additions to Carter's tale, including the history of his book and a journey through
Carter's writing process. Those Devils in Baggy Pants, and Carter himself, will leave a lasting impression on any
reader.

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/those-devils-in-
baggy-pants-david-ross-fraley/1141101295
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PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT IS OPEN TO CHAPTERS & MEMBERS

The Advertisement cost for publishing in the Association Paraglide magazine are noted below:

$500 - Full Page / Color / 4 Issues                    $250 - Half Page / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Quarter Page / Color / 4 Issues       $50 - Business Card / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Facebook & Website Advertising/Monthly

Ads & Artwork must be camera ready.  

For more information please contact the National Headquarters at (910) 223-1182, or via email at 

execdir@82ndairborneassociation.org.   An invoice will be issued once the ad is approved.  ATW!
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I (We) ______________________________________________, would like to make a donation to the 
82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. for the 82nd Association General Fund.

____ Please record my name in the next issue of the Paraglide.

____ Please accept my donation in memory of ____________________________________________________.

____ I wish for my donation to remain anonymous.  

Please make checks payable to the 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. and mail to:  

82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc.
Attn:  James Grimes, Executive Director

P.O. Box 87482
Fayetteville, NC 28304-7482

contributions to the 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. are not tax deductible at this time.  Funds will be used 
throughout the year to defray the costs of association operations and the publishing of the Paraglide.  

We are happy to report that the 82nd Airborne Division Association has received our 501(c)3 Non-Profi t Status approval letter. We are currently 

working to secure the 501(c)3 status for each of our Chartered Chapters and will announce when we have resolution on our request. A copy of 

our 501(c)3 letter is located on our website at: http://www.82ndairborneassociation.org/assets/1.-501(c)3-tax-exempt-letter-23jul2019.pdf 

PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT IS NOW OPEN TO NON-MEMBERS

The Advertisement cost for publishing in the Association Paraglide magazine are noted below:

$2000 - Full Page / Color / 4 Issues                    $1000 - Half Page / Color / 4 Issues

$500 - Quarter Page / Color / 4 Issues       $250 - Business Card / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Facebook & Website Advertising/Monthly

Ads & Artwork must be camera ready.  

For more information please contact the National Headquarters at (910) 223-1182, or via email at 

execdir@82ndairborneassociation.org.   An invoice will be issued once the ad is approved.  ATW!
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Spring 2026
82ndairborneassociation.org/events

Pedal for Paratroopers

18 April 2026
The 82nd Airborne Division

Association has several exciting
events on the horizon! Look for

updates on our website!

2026 National Convention  
San Antonio, Texas

Registration is Open!

All American Week
May 18th-21st, 2026
Registration is now open!

AIRBORNE NIGHT OUT
Spring ANO

Date TBD, 2026

EVENTSUPCOMIN
G

Registration is open!

PPPPeeddddaaaaddd lll ffffoorrr PPPPaaaPPPPPP rrraaarrrrrr tttaaaa rrrooorrrr ooooooooo pppeeerrrsssrrrr

A18 ApAA rirr l 2026
ReRR ggistrarr taa ion is open!

2026 National Convention  
San Antonio, Texas

egistration is Open!n!
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AWOODSHOP & A LITTLE BIT MORE
HANDMADE TO STAND
THE TEST OF TIME

STUBBY K STUDIO
211 - B TRIMBLE PLANT RD
SOUTHERN PINES, NC 28387

(919) 356-6912

https://stubbykstudio.com/

Proud Sponsor of All American Week 2025 and the 79th National Convention
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Thank you to our AAW & Convention sponsors

Post 5154 Louisville, Tennessee
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82nd Airborne Division Association Sales

Coins - AAW 2025

Coins - AAW 2022

Coins - AAW 2024Coins - AAW 2020

Coins - AAW 2023

Coins - AAW 2021

Coins - Convention 2022

Coins - Convention 2024

Association Challenge Coin

Association Patch

JROTC Medals

Association Koozie

Association T-Shirt

Scan to Visit Online Shop:

https://82ndairborneass
ociation.org/shop.html

Shop for coins, patches,
t-shirts, koozies, and more!

����� ���
F O R M A K I N G O U R A L L A M E R I C A N

M EM B E R S H I P F L A S H S A L E A S U C C E S S
O N N A T I O N A L A I R B O R N E D A Y !

We are grateful to those who applied. Due to the overwhelming amount of applicants, we are currently
still processing each application in the order in which they were received. Thank you for your patience.

H O W M A N Y
A P P L I C A T I O N S D I D
T H E A S S O C I A T I O N
R E C E I V E D U R I N G

T H E F L A S H S A L E ?

OVER 700!

Coins - Convention 2025

Coins  AAWW

H O W M A N Y
A P P L I C A T I O N S D I D
T H E A S S O C I A T I O N
R E C E I V E D U R I N G

T H E F L A S H S A L E ?
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Full Page
88.5””w x11”h 

Live Area:

77.5”ww x 10”h

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT

For Chapters & Members 50% off
Ad Specifications and Rates effective 01 AUG 2024

The 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. is an IRS 501(c)3, a non-profit- organizaation.

Pllease checckk the space desired for your ad: 
Full PPagee -- $500.00 includes full-color AD & published in the following four Issues r
Half PPage - $250.00 includes full-color AD & published in the following four Issuues
Quartter paage - $150.00 includes full-color AD & published in the following four Issues r
Businnesss Card - $50.00 includes full-color AD & published in the following fourr Issuess 
Sociaal MMedia & Website Advertising - $75.00 (reg $150.00)/Monthly

I (we)) heereeby authorize the insertion of our advertisement, per the attached coppy, in thhe 82nd Airborrne 
DDivision Asssoociation’s Paraglide, for which I (we) agree to pay in advance the summ of $ . 

(All Ads are subject to approval)

Name:   

Adddress:   

Phhone: (  ) Email: 

Pleaase mmake all checks or money orders payable to 82nd Airborne Division Associatioon and mail too:

82nd Airborne Division Association 
PO Box 87482

Fayetteville, NC 28304
910-223-1182

admin@82ndAirborneAssociation.org

Ads may be sent electronically or by mail and must be copyy-readyy.
When subbmmitting payments, checks or money orders can be mailed, or conntact the office to mmake 

electronic payment arrangements.

Business Card

3.5”h x 2”h

Live Area: 

2” x 3”

¼ Page
4.25”w x11”h

Live Area:

3.75”w x 5”h

Half Page
8.5”w x 5.5”h

Live Area:

7.5”w x 4.5”h

ACCEPTABBLE FORRMATS:

Printed Copyy 
Adobbe PDF: 

- High JPG compressionn. Down ssampled to 300ddpi
Phottoshop:

- Layered and flattened vversion
- 100% or greater, no filees smalleer than 150 dpi ssize

SPECIFFICATIONNS: 
- Black and white/color, nno bleedss
- ½” margin on all sides (except bbusiness cards)
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82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION
PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT 

For NON-MEMBERS
Ad Specifications and Rates effective 01 AUG 2024

The 82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc. is an IRS 501(c)3, a non-profit- organization.

Please check the space desired for your ad:  
  Full Page - $2,000.00 includes full-color AD and published in the following four Issues   
  Half Page - $1,000.00 includes full-color AD and published in the following four Issues   
  Quarter page - $500 includes full-color AD and published in the following four Issues   
  Business Card - $250    includes full-color AD and published in the following four Issues   

I (we) hereby authorize the insertion of our advertisement, per the attached copy, in the 82nd Airborne 
Division Association’s Paraglide, for which I (we) agree to pay in advance the sum of 

$________________. (All Ads are subject to approval)

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone: (_____)___________________ Email: ________________________________________

Please make all checks or money orders payable to 82nd Airborne Division Association and mail to:

82nd Airborne Division Association
PO Box 87482

Fayetteville, NC  28304
910-223-1182

admin@82ndAirborneAssociation.org

Ads may be sent electronically or by mail and must be copy-ready.  
When submitting payments, checks or money orders can be mailed, or contact the office to 

make electronic payment arrangements.  

ACCEPTABLE FORMATS:

Printed Copy
Adobe PDF:

- High JPG compression. Down sampled to 300dpi
Photoshop:

- Layered and flattened version
- 100% or greater, no files smaller than 150 dpi size

SPECIFICATIONS:
- Black and white/color, no bleeds
- ½” margin on all sides (except business cards)

Full Page
8.5”w x11”h

Live Area:

7.5”w x 10”h

Half Page
8.5”w x 5.5”h

Live Area:

7.5”w x 4.5”h

¼ Page
4.25”w x11”h

Live Area:

3.75”w x 5”h

Business Card

3.5”h x 2”h

Live Area:

2” x 3”
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   I’m John P. Hammack, a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ with over 30 years of experience and I can 
guide you through whatever life throws your way. From 
investment management and estate planning to retirement
distribution strategies and small business planning. 

   I’ll be by your side every step of the way so you’ll never 
be without your “battle buddy”. Because in personal 
wealth management, like the military, relationships 
matter. 

  Please call my office at 848-844-1017 to schedule your free 
consultation today.

Proudly served in A Co, 
4/325 (ABCT) 1983-1985

Secretary/Treasurer,

COHORT Chapter

82nd ABN DIV Association

Registered Investment Advisor
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Eminent author, military historian, radio commentator, national and international re-
porter Robert J. Dvorchak, has produced the definitive history of the Golden Brigade in Vi-ii
etnam. The young troopers of the Brigade really wrote this history over 50 years ago with 
their blood, sweat and tears. The author has masterfully interwoven the history of the rr war, the 
turmoil of the 1960’s with the individual stories of the young men who fought and served.
Those who died, were wounded and the lucky ones; whether on the line or in the rear, who 
came back with the memories, both good and bad, of an experience which has profoundly 
impacted their lives will be forever remembered in this masterpiece.

This beautiful hardbound 528 page book is crammed with over 64 pages of color and 
black and white pictures, key maps and interviews of “those who have been there and done
that”. It hasbeen written in American blood, authored by an American, and printed in
America by Americans. 

Now is your opportunity to get books from this first run. An ideal gift for children, 
grandchildren, friends and family. Anyone interested in 82nd history won’t be disappointed.

Special 1st Run Offer
This book will list in bookstores for $35.00 + tax. You can now purchase yours including

shipping and handling delivered to your doorstep.

In addition, Bob will autograph and date each copy with a personal message.
Should you want a special message to a loved one or even yourself, pleaseff clearly specify that 
on a separate sheet of paper. Please be patient as this will take time to be done right.

Send you checks and desired personal messages to:

Robert J. Dvorchak, 178 Jade Drive, Verona, PA 15147       412-793-5068
Bdvorchak@msn.com.        (call over 5 books)

Questions: Golden BrigadeGG Chapter 804-338-8222
Name Address __________________________________

City State Zip #copies x $35___

52 Years of Waiting
2 1/2 Years of Interviews, Research 

and Writing

Available Now!!!!!
Sponsored by the Golden Brigade Chapter,r

82nd Airborne Division Association, Inc.
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Educational Fund Contributions
The following contributions have been made to the 82nd Airborne Division Association Educational Fund since last publi-

cation of the Paraglide.  These gifts are greatly appreciated.

A special thank you to all of those who contributed to the 

Educational Fund through the Combined Federal Campaign 

(CFC), and other work place campaigns by direct donation or 

payroll deduction. Your contributions have enabled the Fund 

to increase the number of scholarship grants awarded. Feder-

al statute prohibits CFC’s from providing the dollar amount of 

individual’s donations. The only information the Fund receives is 

a list of names and addresses, in order that acknowledgments 

may be sent. Thanks again—You have made a difference!

Scholarship Application for the School Year 2024-2025 Deadline: 

OCTOBER 15, 2026

Applications and criteria for the 82nd Airborne Division Association Educational Fund are available from your chap-

ter. All dependent children of paid for life 82nd Association members and former troopers who received an hon-

orable discharge within the last two years and are paid for life All American Members are eligible to apply. Former 

troopers may now receive the grant for four years. Completed applications MUST be sent to the address below and 

postmarked no later than October 15, 2026.  Applications may not be sent by UPS or FedEx.  Be sure to complete all 

parts of the application. Incomplete applications will not be considered. Students must be enrolled in twelve hours 

and working towards a degree; awarded grant money is mailed to the college before the spring semester.  

82nd Airborne Division Association, Educational Fund

PO Box 87482, Fayetteville

NC  28304-7482

For more information, contact your Chapter Chairman or Secretary.  

Donations may be sent to the address above or online at 

www.82ndairborneassociation.org/education-fund.html
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EEffective  AApril 22023  

  
PPlease return completed application       AAll applications must Include verification of  
aand payment to:         eeligibility paperworkk. Must show honorable 

82nd Airborne Division Association   discharge, airborne qualification or proof of 
 PO Box 87482     assignment or attachment to the 82nd Airborne 
 Fayetteville, NC 28304                    Division. Please see information sheet for  
       acceptable documentation. 
 

Membership Application, payment and update can also be processed online at www.82ndairborneassociation.org  
under the Membership link or use the QR Code 

. 

882nnd  AAIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION    
VVETERAN MMEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

AAlll fields must be filled in and please pprint legibly!  
PPEERSONAL INFORMATION:  
 
Name (First)__________________________(M.I) _______(Last)____________________________________ 

 
Street Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State and Zip Code________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email___________________________________________    (No email address will restrict your access to information.) 
 
Chapter Preference_________________________________  
 
Phone (home)_________________________________________      (cell)__________________________________________ 
 
SSN (last four only)/ASN_______________________________    Date of Birth_______________________________________ 
 
Occupation_________________________________________    Spouse____________________________________________ 
 

PPlease check one:   ____ Annual Membership ($35.00) or ____ All American Member $350. 
  

_____Transfer Chapter               _____ Update Information 
 

_____ Current Member Replacement Card ($5.00)     _____Replacement Certificate for Current All American Members ($10.00) 
 
II would like to donate:    ______$10.00     _______$25.00    ______$50.00     ______$100    __________other amount - to the General 

Fund to benefit the Association’s Programs 
 
SSERVICE INFORMATION::  
 
Current Status:    _____Retired Military/Veteran         _____Active Duty/Reserve/National Guard         _____Rank 
 

*****Time in Service:  Entered Service ((month/year)_______________    ETS Date (month/year)____________****  
 

List AIRBORNE Unit(s) and Combat tours (Most recent first.) Please use the back if more space is needed. 
 
Unit 1_________________________________________ from month/yr ___________ to month/yr __________ 
 
Unit 2_________________________________________ from month/yr ___________ to month/yr __________ 
 
Combat Tour/Conflict: ______________________________ from month/yr _________ to month/yr __________ 
 
Combat Tour/Conflict: ______________________________ from month/yr _________ to month/yr __________ 
 
Signature______________________________________________        Date______________________________ 
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MILITARY MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION/UPDATE

82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION, INC.
Please print legibly!

Membership/Updates can also be processed online 
with the QR Code or online at 

www.82ndairborneassociation.org under the 
Membership link.

FORMAL NAME (No Nicknames):____________________________________ 

DATE OF BIRTH: ____________________

ADDRESS (HOME OF RECORD):

STREET:_________________________________________ CITY:__________________ STATE:________   ZIP:__________    

RANK: __________    SSN (LAST 4 Only): ________________     

MARITAL STATUS: ________________    SPOUSE’S NAME: ____________________________   

HOME #: (_____) ______________    CELL #: (______) _______________ 

CIVILIAN EMAIL ONLY: _______________________________________    
                                                                                                                             

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS FOR THOSE CURRENTLY SERVING IN OR ATTACHED TO
THE 82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION

____ FIRST YEAR NEW ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP IS
FREE

____ ANNUAL RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP (except for First 
Year) - $8.20

____ ALL AMERICAN MEMBERSHIP  
E-1 to E-4 - $82.00

____ ALL AMERICAN MEMBERSHIP 
E-5 to E-7 / W-1, W-2 / O-1 to O-3 - $150.00

____ ALL AMERICAN MEMBERSHIP 
E-8 and E-9, W-3 and O-4 and up $350.00

LIST AIRBORNE UNIT(S)

CURRENT UNIT :_________________________________________ FROM MO/YR:__________

      Combat Tour Location: ______________________________ FROM MO/YR___________ TO MO/YR: _________  

Upon ETS, please specify an affiliate Chapter you would like to transfer your membership to: __________________________
Veteran Chapters can be found at the following link: https://82ndairborneassociation.org/chapter-locator.html or use the above 
QR Code. Affiliate Chapter may contact you only to inform you of local events.

BENEFITS: You have joined a Fraternity of Airborne Troopers (Paratroopers and Glidermen) that became the Charter members during 
WWII. Their legacy has proudly continued through the years by Paratroopers that now exceed 34,000 members in the largest and only 
Charter Airborne Association in the world. Additional benefits can be found on our website.

LIFE MEMBERS: Receive a membership card and Certificate, are eligible to attend the August National Convention for life and are eligible 
for dependent children to receive College Scholarship Grants for up to 4 years.

ANNUAL MEMBERS: Receive a card that will expire one year from date of issue and are eligible to attend the August National 
Convention.

(Military Member Application - 4/2023)
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Current 822ndd Airborne Division 
Associiation CCard # 82nd Association Chapter 

Namee Email

Addreess

State Zip +

From 
(MM/DD/YYYY)

To 
(MM/DD/YYYY) Date of Birth 

(MM/DD/YYYY)

Rank SSN

Telephone

Spouse's 
First Name Make check/mmoney order payable 

to the
Associationn, Inc. andd mail to: 

, Treeasurer     
   

, NC 2      
If you are allso joining the 82nd 

Association, please sendd a
check/monney order for that 

membership ppayable too the 82nd 
Airborne Divvision Asssociation.  

Single

Widowed

Married Children

Male

Female

Annual
Dues:

Lifetime 
Dues:

City 
Dates Assiignned/ 
Attachhed tto the 
1st BCCT

Unit 

Current 
Occuppatioon 

Payment
Enclossed 55044 
PIR Asssn.

Payment
Enclossed 882nnd
Assn.  

Annual 
Dues:

Lifetime 
Dues:

Quuestions or comments concerning the Association should be directedd to one of the

following Officers:  Association Secretary -  

Association Treasurer - 

$15.00 $$90.00 

$15.00 
$8.50

$35.00 $$350.00

$35.00

$35.00 $$150.00

$35.00 $$350.00
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PANTHERS

505 RCT

H-MINUS

Golden Brigade

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

JUMP QUALIFIED Applicants OR Those Who Have Served in Combat with or Attached
to One of the Following:

3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division
505th Parachute Infantry Regiment
555th Parachute Infantry Battalion
Any Airborne Battle Group, 505th Infantry

505th Regimental Combat Team
505th Airborne Infantry Regiment
Golden Brigade
508 Regimental Combat Team

PANTHER ASSOCIATION

Annual Membership $15.05
Lifetime Membership $75.05

Name D.O.B.
(Last Name) (First Name) (Middle Initial)

Home Of Record

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone Number (  ) E-Mail

Unit assigned to From To

Rank/Grade

DD214____     Jump School____  Location____     Year____  Company_______________

Currently a member of (check those that apply):
505th RCT Association___ 505th Chapter of the 82nd Association___
Golden Brigade Chapter of the 82nd Association___ 555th Parachute Infantry Association___
None of the above___

Type of Membership:   _________(Lifetime)   _________(Annual)
Make checks/Money order payable to Panther Association and mail to:
Panther Association, Inc. – 

Parachute Infantry Reg
im

en
t

505
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82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION WOUNDED WARRIOR DONATIONS

Reaching out to 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warriors. Have you ever thought about reuniting with your 
Battle Buddies? Why not have your reunion at the 82nd Abn Div Association National Convention this year.  We can help.

If you are interested please contact the following for details.    
Gary Rezabek,President 82nd Abn Div Assoc Wounded Warrior committee at garyrezabek@yahoo.com  216-310-4872

Contributions to the Wounded Warrior Program  are 501(c)(3) tax deductible and will be used solely and 100% to defray costs 

to sponsor our 82nd Airborne Division Wounded Warriors. Please make check/money order payable to 

82nd Abn Div Assoc WW Fund and mail to:  PO Box 87482 • Fayetteville, NC 28304-7482.

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Amount: _________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________City: ______________________State: ____________Zip: ____________

Note:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________________    Date: ____________________

If you have any questions with regards to the support for our Wounded Warriors; please feel free to contact one of your com-

mittee members:  Gary Rezabek, President (garyrezabek@yahoo.com), Sue Federinko, Vice President (sfederinko82@gmail.

com); Maggie Peppers, Secretary (peppers@82ndairborneassociation.org), Larry Stewart, Treasurer. 

The 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior Committee will consider requests of the Divisions Wounded War-

rior/ Purple Heart recipients for their own personal events. These might include fi shing trips. mountain climbing, wounded 

warrior events, bike races and other events they might want to be sponsored for. They may request this through Gary 

Rezabek as listed above.

PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT IS OPEN TO CHAPTERS & MEMBERS

The Advertisement cost for publishing in the Association Paraglide magazine are noted below:

$500 - Full Page / Color / 4 Issues                    $250 - Half Page / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Quarter Page / Color / 4 Issues       $50 - Business Card / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Facebook & Website Advertising/Monthly

Ads & Artwork must be camera ready.  

For more information please contact the National Headquarters at (910) 223-1182, or via email at 

execdir@82ndairborneassociation.org.   An invoice will be issued once the ad is approved.  ATW!
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WOUNDED WARRIOR & GOLD STAR FAMILIES
Of the 82nd Airborne Division

The committee of the 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior Fund has made some 

changes over the past few years. The Committee has grown to meet the needs of troopers with service 

connected disabilities that were sustained in combat or during a training accident. 

We have been assisting our troopers and their families in different ways over the last few years. 

We have assisted with:

Educational needs.

Housing improvements.

Travel and lodging for All American Week and to the 82nd Airborne National Convention. 

Donations to the Fisher House at Ft Sam Houston TX, Walter Reed Army Medical Center Wash. DC and 

our own beloved Womack Army Medical Center NC.      

Assisting Gold Star Families as needed.                                         

If you are interested please contact the following for details.   

PP Gary Rezabek, President 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior committee at 

garyrezabek@yahoo.com      216-310-4872.

Dir Maggie Peppers, Secretary 82nd Airborne Division Association WWF Committee.                                         

abnpep@gmail.com, 440-300-8903

Larry Stewart, Treasurer 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior Committee. stew-

art@82ndairborneassociation.org , 281-844-1421

 Contributions to the Wounded Warrior Program are 501(c)(3) tax deductible and will be used solely and 

100% to defray costs to sponsor our 82nd Airborne Division Wounded Warriors.

Please make check/money order payable to 82nd Airborne Division Association WW Fund and mail to:                                                   

PO Box 87482 • Fayetteville, NC 28304-7482.

 Your 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior Committee would like to sincerely Thank You 

for your continued support for our Troopers through your donations, prayers, notes, etc. If you have any 

questions with regards to the support for our Wounded Warriors; please feel free to contact one of your 

committee members.

 If you need a little inspiration. Here are a few photos that remind us of how strong our warriors really 

are and how thankful we are to have them in our lives. Airborne! All the Way.

Gary Rezabek,

  President 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded Warrior Fund.
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Frank M. Rasbury, a member 

of the North Central Florida All 

Airborne Chapter, 97, passed away 

on July 24th, 2025. Frank is survived 

by his wife, Naida, daughter, 

Robbin, sons, Eric and Stanley. He 

was preceded in death by his son 

Gordon, parents, and two younger 

siblings, Carroll and Marjoire. He 

spent more than 20 years on active 

duty, rising in rank from Private 

to Lt. Colonel, having served in 

both Korea and Vietnam, earning 

several decorations. Frank spent 

many years being a part of many 

different organizations. Frank was 

the Inaugural North Central Florida 

AA Chapter Secretary. He served 

with 3-508 PIR. 

Perry Nantz, a member of the 

Jacksonville All Airborne Chapter, 

79, passed away on December 

12th, 2025. He is survived by his 

loving wife, Linda, daughters 

Susan and Sharon, his cherished 

grandchildren Saretta, Briana, 

Sierra, Brelynn, and Janee. He was 

a 22-year U.S. Army Vietnam War 

veteran and was awarded the 

Purple Heart. He began his military 

service as a paratrooper with the 

82nd ABN DIV, he served with 

1/187th Airborne Battle Group and 

2-508th PIR. 

Armin Engelhardt, a member of 

the Chicago Chapter, passed away 

on January 10th, 2024. He served 

with A/76 PFA BN, 82nd ABN DIV.  

James “Jim” Gladue, a member 

of the Chicago Chapter, 72, passed 

away on March 5th, 2019. He is 

survived by his daughter Carol, 

son Jim, granddaughters Cassidy 

and Julia, great-grandson Anthony, 

brother Michael, sister Gloria, and 

many nieces and nephews. He was 

preceded in death by his wife Helen 

“Sue.” Jim was a Vietnam veteran 

and he served with 82nd Admin. 

Past President Fredric L. Spauld-
ing, a member of the Tillman E. 

Beikes Indianapolis All Airborne 

Chapter, 85, passed away on De-

cember 22nd, 2025. Fred is survived 

by his loving wife of 54 years, Micki, 

and one brother, John. He was 

preceded in death by his parents, 

Walter and Victorene, brothers 

James and Russell, and three sons, 

Marshall, Fredrick, and Jeffrey. PP 

Spaulding served as the 82nd Air-

borne Division Association National 

President years 2013-2014. Lt. Col. 

Ret. Fredric L. Spaulding had a 

storied military career; he proudly 

served his country in the U.S. Army, 

June 1958 through June 1987, with 

nine years being spent in Vietnam. 

Fred served in three combat areas, 

Dominican Republic, Korea, and 

Vietnam. He served with 504 PIR, 

325 AIR, 508 PIR, 82nd ABN DIV and 

other U.S. Army units. 

Joseph P. Carr, a member of the 

Wolverine Chapter, passed away 

on June 15th, 2025. He is survived 

by his beloved wife, Angleine, 

brothers, children, grandchildren, 

great-grandchildren, devoted 

family, and numerous childhood 

and extended family friends. Joe 

served with 307th ENG Bn, 82ND 

ABN DIV. 

James Stanley Zieba, a member 

of the Golden Brigade Chapter, 

passed away on July 11th, 2025. He 

is survived by his beloved children, 

grandchildren, great-grandchil-

dren, siblings, and countless 

devoted family and friends. Jim 

served with the 618th ENG Co (LE) 

(ABN) and 307th ENG BN, 82nd 

ABN DIV, and in Special Operations 

Forces, 1st Special Forces Regt, 

and 10th SFG. He was a decorated 

veteran of two tours in Vietnam. 

Upon retirement, he worked as a 

government contractor, a Special 

Forces Selection Instructor, and 

Camp Mackall and Robin-Sage 

grader and instructor.

CSM(R) Glenn E. Lane, a member 

of the Fayetteville Chapter, 96, 

passed away on January 10th, 

2026. He is survived by his loving 

wife Tammy, daughter Patti, and 

sons Stacey and Stephen, and 

stepdaughter Jamie, father and 

mother-in-law Carl and Adeleh, as 

well as other family members. He 

was preceded in death by his par-

ents, Earl and Amanda, brother JD, 

sisters Pauline and Betty, and two 

little brothers who passed away 

at a very young age.   Glenn was a 

highly decorated veteran of both 

the Korean and Vietnam Wars. His 

awards the Silver Star, the Bronze 

Star with V-Device and two oak leaf 

clusters, and Purple Heart with four 

oak leaf clusters, Combat Infan-

tryman Badge (2nd award), Army 

Commendation with one oak-leaf 

cluster, Korean Service Medal with 

six battle stars, Distinguished Unit 

Emblem with two oak-leaf clusters, 

Master Parachutist Badge, Viet-

nam Service Medal with fi ve battle 

stars, and several other medals. 

Additionally, he was honored 

to be inducted into the Special 

Forces Distinguished Member of 

the Regiment (DMOR). While in 

the 82nd ABN DIV, he served with 

307 ENG, 504 PIR, C&C BN, and 

376 PFA; he earned Trooper of the 

Year in 1961. He then joined Special 

Forces in 1964. While in  Vietnam, 

he was wounded several times, but 

during his last tour, he was severely 

injured forcing him to medically 

retire in November 1970. Glenn was 

a long-time Red Cross volunteer for 

almost 30 years at Womack Army 

Hospital. 

James Tolley, a member of the 

Fayetteville Chapter, 87, passed 

away on January 12th, 2026. He 

is survived by his wife Dreama, 

children Laurie, Rebecca, and 

Joseph, nine grandchildren, and 

fi ve great-grandchildren. He is 

preceded in death by his parents, 

Herbert and Edith, and brother Wil-

liam. Mr. Tolley was very active in 

the Fayetteville Chapter and served 

as their Judge Advocate. He served 

with HQ/1-319th ARTY. 

Talmadge “Tally” Greenway, 

The Members of the 82d Airborne Division Association and their families 

extend their deepest sympathies to the loved ones of these Troopers who have landed on their last drop 

zone.  They gave their all. Their contributions and friendship have made a lasting impression on all of us. 

We’ll miss you Trooper.

TAPS



114 Paraglide, Winter 2025  Number 4

Old Troopers never die, Old Troopers never die, 
they just slip away...they just slip away...

TAPS
a member of the Blue Ridge All 

Airborne Chapter, 87, passed away 

on November 16th, 2025. Tally left 

behind his wife, Tara, a daughter 

Tracy Branch, and a son Timothy 

Greenway. He served with A/504 

PIR. 

John R. Alford, a member of the 

Blue Ridge All Airborne Chapter, 

passed away on November 12th, 

2025. He is survived by his wife 

Bettie, and three children, Susan 

Lowder, John Alford Jr., and Mike 

Alford.  He served with the Ranger 

Regiment at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

Theodore J. Lockstep, a mem-

ber of the Badger State Chapter, 

87, passed away peacefully on 

October 15th, 2023, at Wells Nature 

View, Marshfi eld, WI, where he re-

sided since 2019. He was preceded 

in death by his loving wife of nearly 

53 years, Kim. He is survived by his 

sons, Steve, Kyle, Brad, and Jared, 

brother Bob, sisters Linda, Sandy, 

Mary, and numerous nieces and 

nephews. The old paratrooper was 

very proud of service; he served 

with the 11 Airborne Division, spend-

ing time in Germany.  

Eugene “Gene” Boggess, a mem-

ber of the West Virginia All Airborne 

Chapter, 92, passed away on 

January 21st, 2026.  He is survived 

by his grandson Richard, sisters 

Nancy and Ruth, nieces Amy, Anita, 

Lea Ann, and Carrie, nephew 

Jeremy, and numerous friends and 

extended family. Gene is preceded 

in death by his loving wife Theresia 

“Sissy”, daughter Renate, brothers 

Webster, Jerry, John, and Bruce, and 

sister Arlene. He proudly served in 

the U.S. Army as Sgt. 1st Class 82nd 

Airborne Division from 1952-1967 

and was a member of the WV 

Army Reserves. 

Jimmy “Jim” Tiner, a member of 

the Association, 76, passed away 

peacefully on November 24th, 

2025. He is survived by his loving 

and devoted wife of more than 46 

years, Belinda. He was preceded 

in death by his parents, Martha Jo 

and Henry. He is also survived by 

his brother Larry, nephew Larry, 

brother-in-law Alan, sister-in-law 

Deborah, and numerous cousins, 

nieces, and nephews. He was a 

decorated Vietnam and Gulf War 

veteran. Jim’s U.S. Army career 

spanned almost 38 years; he rose 

to the rank of Chief Warrant Offi cer 

Five. 
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PARAGLIDE ADVERTISEMENT IS NOW OPEN TO NON-MEMBERS

The Advertisement cost for publishing in the Association Paraglide magazine are noted below:

$2000 - Full Page / Color / 4 Issues                    $1000 - Half Page / Color / 4 Issues

$500 - Quarter Page / Color / 4 Issues       $250 - Business Card / Color / 4 Issues

$150 - Facebook & Website Advertising/Monthly

Ads & Artwork must be camera ready.  

For more information please contact the National Headquarters at (910) 223-1182, or via email at 

execdir@82ndairborneassociation.org.   An invoice will be issued once the ad is approved.  ATW!

Al Broadbent
Partner, Charlottesville, VA, US 
International Trade & National Security
t: +1 202.857.4440

Alan Enslen
Partner, Washington, D.C., US
International Trade & National Security
t: +1 202.857.4515

1000
LAWYERS

32 LOCATIONS
across the US and UK

More than 
400 PARTNERS

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND NATIONAL SECURITY
“Get to Yes” while protecting your business. We help 
companies achieve mission success without compromising 
your ideals.  

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS
Find, win, and keep your government contracts. We help 
companies manage government contracts within complex 
global transactions. 

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Accelerate your business growth. We help companies adapt 
and overcome legal obstacles to achieve mission success.

Womble Bond Dickinson is the trade name of Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP and Womble 
Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP. For more information, please see www.womblebonddickinson.
com/us/legal-notices. ©2024 Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP

womblebonddickinson.com
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ALABAMA

VULCAN CHAPTER
vulcan@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.vulcanchapter82ndabn.org

ARIZONA 

NORTHERN ARIZONA ALL ABN CHAPTER
northernaz@82ndairborneassociation.org

PHOENIX JOSEPH P. SCHWAN CHAPTER
phoenix@82ndairborneassociation.org

SOUTHERN ARIZONA CHAPTER
www.airbornearizona.com
southernaz@82ndairborneassociation.org

CALIFORNIA

GOLDEN GATE CHAPTER
goldengate@82ndairborneassociation.org

LEW MILLETT MOH MEMORIAL CHAPTER
lewmilletmoh@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.oc82ndabn.org

SAN DIEGO ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
sandiego@82ndairborneassociation.org

CSM RAY VERDUGO MEMORIAL 
CHAPTER SAN GABRIEL
csmverdugo@82ndairborneassociation.org

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY CHAPTER
sanjoaquin@82ndairborneassociation.org

COLORADO

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER
rockymountain@82ndairborneassociation.org

CONNECTICUT 

GREATER HARTFORD LTG JAMES GAVIN CHAPTER
greaterhartford@82ndairborneassociation.org

FLORIDA 

DANIEL S. CAMPBELL ALL ABN CHAPTER
danielscampbell@82ndairborneassociation.org

GREATER DAYTONA ALL ABN CHAPTER
greaterdaytona@82ndairborneassociation.org

JACKSONVILLE ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
jacksonville@82ndairborneassociation.org

NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER
northcentralfl @82ndairborneassociation.org

ORLANDO ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
orlando@82ndairborneassociation.org

SOUTH FLORIDA ALL ABN CHAPTER
southfl orida@82ndairborneassociation.org

SPACE COAST ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
spacecoast@82ndairborneassociation.org

TAMPA BAY ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
tampabay@82ndairborneassociation.org

GEORGIA

DONALD LASSEN/ATLANTA ALL ABN CHAPTER
donaldlassen@82ndairborneassociation.org

IDAHO

IDAHO ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
idaho@82ndairborneassociation.org

For additional Chapter contact information, please visit our website at 
www.82nd airborneassociation.org/chapter-locator.

CHAPTERS BY STATE
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ILLINOIS 

CHICAGO CHAPTER
chicago@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.chicagoairborne.com

JOHN STEELE CHAPTER
johnsteele@82ndairborneassociation.org

INDIANA

TILLMAN E. BEIKES INDIANAPOLIS
ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
indy@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.indianaairborne.org

KENTUCKY

KENTUCKY ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
kentucky@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.kentuckyairborne.org 

LOUISIANA 

ACADIANA CHAPTER
acadiana@82ndairborneassociation.org

MICHIGAN 

JAMES W. ETHERTON DETROIT CHAPTER
ethertondetroit@82ndairborneassociation.org
(734) 891-5659

MID-MICHIGAN CHAPTER
mid-michigan@82ndairborneassociation.org

NORTHERN MICHIGAN ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
northernmichigan@82ndairborneassociation.org

WESTERN UPPER-PENINSULA CHAPTER
westernup@82ndairborneassociation.org

WOLVERINE ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
wolverine@82ndairborneassociation.org

MISSOURI 

GATEWAY CHAPTER
gateway@82ndairborneassociation.org

MID-AMERICA CHAPTER
mid-america@82ndairborneassociation.org

NEBRASKA 

CORNHUSKER CHAPTER
cornhusker@82ndairborneassociation.org

NEVADA

CAL-NEVADA ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
cal-nevada@82ndairborneassociation.org

NEW JERSEY 

NEW JERSEY CPL STEVEN KOCH 
ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER (f/k/a North Jersey Chapter)
nj-koch@82ndairborneassociation.org

NEW YORK 

CENTRAL NEW YORK ALL ABN CHAPTER
centralny@82ndairborneassociation.org

GREATER ROCHESTER NY ALL ABN CHAPTER
greaterrochester@82ndairborneassociation.org

NEW YORK CHAPTER
newyork@82ndairborneassociation.org

NIAGARA FRONTIER CHAPTER
niagara@82ndairborneassociation.org

WALTER E. HUGHES TRI-STATE  
MID- HUDSON CHAPTER
walterehughes@82ndairborneassociation.org

NORTH CAROLINA 

FAYETTEVILLE CHAPTER
fayetteville@82ndairborneassociation.org

CHAPTERS BY STATE
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CHAPTERS BY STATE
ST. MICHAEL’S ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
st.michaels@82ndairborneassociation.org

OHIO 

JOHN TOWLE CLEVELAND/AKRON CHAPTER
johntowlecleveland@82ndairborneassociation.org
akron@82ndairborneassociation.org

CENTRAL OHIO ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
centralohio@82ndairborneassociation.org

GENERAL RIDGWAY CHAPTER
generalridgway@82ndairborneassociation.org

TOLEDO CHAPTER
toledo@82ndairborneassociation.org

OKLAHOMA  

OKLAHOMA ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
oklahoma@82ndairborneassociation.org

PENNSYLVANIA 

1SG LEONARD A. FUNK MOH
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER
1sgfunkmoh@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.82ndairbornepitt.org

LEHIGH VALLEY CHAPTER
lehighvalley@82ndairborneassociation.org

NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER
northeasternpa@82ndairborneassociation.org

HAJDAK/MOKAN PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER
hajdakmokan@82ndairborneassociation.org

SGT CHRISTOPHER M. PUSATERI ALL 
AIRBORNE CHAPTER
sgtpusateri@82ndairborneassociation.org

PUERTO-RICO 

LOZADA/RUBIO/CONDE-PUERTO RICO CHAPTER
lozadarubioconde@82ndairborneassociation.org

SOUTH CAROLINA

LOW COUNTRY ALL AIRBORNE CHAPTER
lowcountry@82ndairborneassociation.org

BEN VANDERVOORT SAVANNAH/ 
HILTON HEAD ISLAND CHAPTER
benvandervoort@82ndairborneassociation.org

TENNESSEE

ALVIN C. YORK CHAPTER
alvincyork@82ndairborneassociation.org

TEXAS 

ANDREWS BOSTICK GRIMES CENTRAL TEXAS ALL 
AIRBORNE CHAPTER
centex@82ndairborneassociation.org

BENAVIDEZ-PATTERSON ALL ABN CHAPTER
benavidez-patterson@82ndairborneassociation.org

NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER
northtexas@82ndairborneassociation.org

TEXAS LONE STAR CHAPTER
texaslonestar@82ndairborneassociation.org

VIRGINIA 

HAMPTON ROADS ALL SERVICES CHAPTER
hamptonroads@82ndairborneassociation.org

VIRGINIA STATE CHAPTER
virginiastate@82ndairborneassociation.org

For additional Chapter contact information, please visit our website at 
www.82nd airborneassociation.org/chapter-locator.
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CHAPTER ISSUES: Some Chapters continue to struggle and have leadership issues, for a lot of rea-

sons; illness, aging, family problems, etc. If no-one from the Chapter membership steps up, then it 

is inevitable that the Chapter may have to close. Another possibility is that Chapters may want to 

consider merging. In ALL cases, Chapter Offi cers must notify their membership, and then eventu-

ally enter the outcome in the Chapter meeting minutes. Next, the Chairman must notify National 

by mailing a signed letter of their intent. If the Chapter is closing, all Chapter monies and posses-

sions must be provided the National offi ce via Registered or Certifi ed mail in accordance with the 

Association By-Laws. Exec. Director, James Grimes, ATW!

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON, D.C. CHAPTER
washingtondc@82ndairborneassociation.org

WASHINGTON 

EVERGREEN STATE CHAPTER
evergreenstate@82ndairborneassociation.org

WEST VIRGINIA 

WEST VIRGINIA ALL ABN CHAPTER
westvirginia@82ndairborneassociation.org

WISCONSIN 

BADGER STATE CHAPTER
badgerchapter82ndassoc.com
badgerstate@82ndairborneassociation.org

SOUTHERN WISCONSIN CHAPTER
southernwisconsin@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.82ndswaac.com

NATIONWIDE CHAPTERS

COHORT CHAPTER
cohort@82ndairborneassociation.org

COL REUBEN H. TUCKER CHAPTER
colreubentucker@82ndairborneassociation.org

GEN DENNIS L. VIA ALL ABN SIGNAL CHAPTER
genviaallairbornesignal82ndairborneassociation.org
www.airbornesignal.com

GOLDEN BRIGADE CHAPTER
goldenbrigade@82ndairborneassociation.org

307 ENG BN AA ENG CHAPTER
307eng@82ndairborneassociation.org

325 AIR ASSOCIATION
325air@82ndairborneassociation.org

504 PIR ASSOCIATION
504pir@82ndairborneassociation.org

505 PANTHER ASSOCIATION
505panther@82ndairborneassociation.org

508 AIRBORNE CHAPTER
508airborne@82ndairborneassociation.org
www.red-devils.org

555 PIB MEMORIAL CHAPTER
555pib@82ndairborneassociation.org

CHAPTERS BY STATE
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WHY JOIN THE 82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION ASSOCIATION?

The 82nd Airborne Division Association is dedicated to 

preserving the legacy of the 82nd Airborne Division. We 

do this through organized local Chapters throughout 

the United States that promote the Spirit of the 82nd 

Airborne Division within their communities through 

participation in community events such as: Veterans 

Day events, Memorial Day events, JROTC recognition of 

High School students, and even some chapters spon-

soring Holiday toy drives, and sponsoring Active Duty 

Troopers of the Division in attend chapter events within 

their communities and in attending other local events 

that showcase their communities. 

Our Veteran members are always available to support 

our Active Duty Troops. Active Duty Troops can affi liate 

themselves, during membership registration, with any 

of our local chapters throughout the United States. 

You can affi liate with a chapter close to your home of 

record or one near your next PCS move that can keep 

you informed of their local events your family members 

back home may like to attend or to establish a network 

link for you within that community. Our members come 

from all walks of life and are eager to assist fellow Asso-

ciation members whenever possible. When you chose 

to leave the Military, having fellow members that may 

be located in the community where you are going, and 

understand where you’re coming from, can be a great 

asset to you starting off in a new environment. 

As a member of the 82nd Airborne Division Associa-

tion you will be helping us in supporting our Division 

through numerous programs such as our Holiday Troop 

Support Program, which provides meals to Troopers 

and their Families during the Holidays, helping to 

provide food for the Division Chaplain’s food locker, 

and sponsoring numerous Division events throughout 

the year. Your support helps us to continue our 82nd 

Airborne Division Association Educational Fund, which 

provides educational grants to Troopers when they 

leave the military, and to their dependent children 

when they attend college. Your support also helps us to 

support our Wounded Troopers of the Division through 

our 82nd Airborne Division Association Wounded 

Warrior Fund, which sponsors our Wounded Warriors to 

return to Fort Bragg for the All American Week events, 

and brings them to the Association’s Annual Conven-

tions, all at no cost to these Troopers who deserve our 

support. Your support will also assist us in realizing 

new projects that our Association is eager to sponsor 

that will support our Active Duty Troopers and Veteran 

Members. Join and be a part of our progress.

As a member of the Association you will be helping us 

to maintain the legacy of the 82nd Airborne Division 

through our support of numerous associations and 

organizations that are dedicated to preserving the 

history of the 82nd Airborne Division and continuing to 

recognize the memory of our fallen heroes. Our Asso-

ciation annually recognizes our fallen with the laying 

of wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery, and by 

attending the funerals of fallen members of the 82nd 

Airborne Division who are laid to rest within their local 

communities. 

As a member of the Association, you will be joining the 

Brotherhood of members who have come before you. 

Our ranks include members who served in the 82nd 

Airborne Division during WW II, and in every confl ict 

our Division has been a part of since. Be a part of their 

legacy. Come to our events and have the opportunity to 

sit and talk with these living legends, and to hear their 

stories in person. Learn from those who came before 

you what it was like to be a member of our storied Di-

vision throughout its history. Be a part of this legacy of 

great Warriors who have served in the greatest Division 

the world has ever seen. No matter where your life takes 

you from here you are now and forever going to be an 

“All American Trooper” and proud to have served your 

country in this historic Division. Stay a part of the legacy 

and this Division forever by becoming a member of 

the 82nd Airborne Division Association, and continu-

ing to support the Division through your support of its 

Association. 

AIRBORNE, ALL THE WAY!
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AIMS & PURPOSE
Further develop the bond between current and 

past Air- borne forces of the U.S. Military.

Maintain a record of the history and accomplish-

ments of Airborne Troopers.

Maintain a close liaison with the active Division. 

Support the 82nd Airborne Division Memorial 

Museum. 

Provide scholarships through the Association Ed-

ucational Fund to recently released veterans and 

children of veteran and active duty members of 

the Association ($127,600 awarded in 2016).

Honor the Jumpmaster, NCO & Trooper of the Year.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
2009 Annual Donation from membership dues to 

82nd Airborne Division Memorial Museum and the 

Education Fund amounted to $5,485.80 each.

Provide funds for stained glass windows in the 

Division Chapel honoring Troopers of various con-

fl icts who made the supreme sacrifi ce.

Present an Association watch, life membership 

and honor the 82nd Jumpmaster, NCO and Troop-

er of the Year at All American Week.

Support the Division by helping obtain items for 

which no offi cial funds are available such as: 

 

• Uniforms and sound equipment for 82nd 

Airborne            

• Division Chorus

• Baby Certifi cates

• Uniforms for athletic teams

• Food for Chaplain’s Food Locker

• 

1948 - Instrumental in helping the 82nd get back 

the distinctive Jump boots, Cap patch and Air-

borne tab. 

1980 - Helped get the Maroon Beret adopted as 

offi cial headgear.

1992 - During Desert Storm, coordinated corporate 

and personal contributions amounting to $4 mil-

lion in goods and services and $17,000 cash to help 

family  members of deployed soldiers.

1994 - Following the accident at Pope, the Associa-

tion provided $5,000 for emergency use, Chapters 

in San Antonio, Texas and Hampton Roads, Virgin-

ia provided much needed support for hospitalized 

soldiers and their families.

2005-2009 - Provided donations for the Global 

War on Terrorism Memorial Monument.

Beginning 2002 through 2012 - Provided “goodies” 

for the troopers deployed to protect our nation 

in Afghanistan and Iraq. Additionally, chapters 

attended ceremonies for our troopers Killed in 

Action throughout the U.S.A. Furthermore, provid-

ed goodies and visits to our Wounded Warriors 

in Walter Reed Army Medical Center (Washing- 

ton D.C.) and Bethesda Naval Hospital, MD and 

Brooke Medical Center (San Antonio, TX). Contrib-

uted funds for the new Division Chapel Stained 

Glass Window. 

2009 - Hosted 42 Wounded Warrior and their 

families sponsored by voluntary 82d Association 

Chapters at the 63rd Annual Convention.

2010 - Hosted 47 Wounded Warriors and their 

families sponsored by voluntary 82d Association 

Chapters at the 64th Annual Convention. 

2011 - Hosted 32 Wounded Warriors sponsored by 

Members, Chapters and Organizations at the 65th 

National Convention. 

2012 - Hosted 16 Wounded Warriors and their 

Families, sponsored by Members, Chapters and 
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Organizations to the 66th National Convention.

2013 - Hosted 7 Wounded Warriors and their Fam-

ilies, sponsored by Members, Chapters and Orga-

nizations to the 67th National Convention.

2014 - Hosted 2 Wounded Warriors sponsored by 

Members, Chapters and Organizations to the 68th 

National Convention.

2015 - Donation to 82nd Museum $1,000; Educa-

tion Fund $1,000.  Sponsored Wounded Warriors at 

2015 All American Week and Convention through 

Wounded Warrior Fund.  Provided grants to 93 

applicants through Education Fund.  

2016 - Donation to All American members killed in 

training Memorial $1,000.  Donation of food to the 

Division Food Locker.  

2016-2025 Holiday Troop Support - We provided 

1,000 meals to the 82nd Airborne Division Troopers 

and Families  over the Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas holidays.

National Airborne Heritage Day – Through the 

efforts of Association members across the country 

for the past  eleven years, the U.S. Senate, as well 

as many states and municipalities, have recog-

nized August 16th as National Airborne Day, now 

named Airborne Heritage Day.

2018 - Inaugural All American Adventure – The 

Association had the honor of partnering with 

The Center for Discovery, in hosting 20 Troopers 

of the 82nd Airborne Division for the fi rst ever ‘All 

American Adventure’, in Hurleyville, NY. This proj-

ect was made possible only by the generous gift 

of the Vera and Walter J. Scherr Foundation. The 

‘All American Adventure’ project helps fi nd ways 

to assist the 82nd Airborne Division with the rein-

tegration process of recently redeployed Troopers 

of the Division. The inaugural event, inspired by 

The Center’s world-renowned model for health 

and wellness, was developed specifi cally for our 

Troopers to help support and honor our men and 

women of the Division, who have recently returned 

home after nine month deployments in Afghani-

stan and Kosovo.

2018 Hurricane Florence Relief – We provided 250 

Commissary gift cards to young Troopers and 

their families who lost their perishable goods 

during the power outages caused by Hurricane 

Florence.

2018 Holiday Concert – We provided hundreds of 

bags of candy for Santa to distribute to children 

during the 82nd Airborne Division Holiday Concert.

2019 All American Adventure - The Association 

again partnered with the Center for Discovery and 

hosted a group of service men and women for a 

resiliency weekend in the Catskill Mountains in NY.

WWII Veteran Return to Normandy - The Associa-

tion had the Honor of sponsoring a return trip for 

some of our WW II Veterans to Normandy, France 

for the celebration of the 75th Anniversary of 

D-Day.

2018-2019 All American Adventure Project bringing 

Troopers of the 82nd Airborne Division to Catskill 

Mountains for a 4 day retreat of boating, fi shing, 

hiking, biking, good food, campfi res and concerts. 

Project is designed as a resiliency getaway for 

Troopers to relax and reenergize. Project will be 

done annually.

2019 - Sponsored trip for 4 82nd Airborne Division 
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2025-2026 Winter Airborne Night Out - Provided 

100 Paratroopers and their families members 

with dinner and tickets to a Fayetteville Marksmen 

Hockey Game for a night of camaraderie and fun.

BENEFITS
Beyond the obvious benefi ts of lifetime  friendships 

and membership in a Brotherhood that has no 

equal, the following are provided to members:

• Remain part of a unique and elite organiza-
tion dedicated to fostering the Airborne heri-
tage of the 82nd Airborne Division.

• Ability to build a network within an Airborne 
community that recognizes the accomplish-
ments and abilities of Troopers of the 82 nd 
Airborne Division.

• Join our social network to stay in touch with 
fellow 82nd Veterans and be informed of 
Military news.

• Stay in touch with fellow Veterans who under-
stand your experiences, have walked where 
you have walked, been where you have been, 
and understand your struggles.

• Opportunity to attend and share experiences 
at National and Chapter events throughout 
the United States, to include our annual 
National Convention and All American Week 
celebration.

• Opportunity to be a leader on our National 
Board of Directors or in a local Chapter to 
help shape the Association and work towards 
moving our organization into the future.

• Choose one of over 80 local Chapters 
through-out the United States that work to 
foster Military programs and maintain our 
82nd heritage within their communities.

WW II Veterans to return to Normandy, France for 

the 75th Anniversary Celebration of D-Day.

2019- Sponsored the attendance of 82nd Airborne 

Division World WW II Veterans at the 73rd Annual 

Convention in Washington DC.

2024 9/11 Run to Remember- Hosted fi rst annual 

Run to Remember 5k in honor of those lost on 

9/11/2001. 

2024 Hurricane Helene Relief – Held a donation 

drive and provided St. Michael’s All Airborne 

Chapter with multiple trailers of cold weather gear 

and a $2,000 donation to help Veterans and their 

families impacted by the aftermath of Hurricane 

Helene. 

2024 Hurricane Milton Relief – Provided a $2,000 

donation to My Warriors Place in Tampa, Florida to 

support Veterans impacted by Hurricane Milton.

2024-2025 Summer Airborne Night Out - Provided 

100 Paratroopers and their families with dinner 

and tickets to a Fayetteville Woodpeckers’ baseball 

game for a night of camaraderie and fun. 

2025 Fall Airborne Night Out - Hosted 100 para-

troopers and their families for dinner and an 

evening at the 7 Branch Farm and Arena Rodeo.

2025 Wreaths Across America - Sponsored $500 

in Wreaths Across America donations and volun-

teered in wreath-laying at Sandhills State Veterans 

Cemetery.

2025 Holiday Gate Support – Partnered with Texas 

Roadhouse to provide 42 meals to Paratroopers 

serving at the Fort Bragg gates on Christmas Eve.
www.82ndairborneassociation.org
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PARAGLIDE GUIDE

The Paraglide is your magazine. To make it professional 

and easy to read as possible, the following guidelines

and pointers are offered.

CHAPTER NEWS
Space - Under the current structure of the Paraglide, 

each chapter is allocated a half page and we will use 

all submissions.  When chapters submit more than that 

amount, it becomes necessary for the Executive Director 

to edit.  You can calculate the one half page space using 

the following method. Set margins so that you have a 

60-character line. Approximately 50 lines will equal one 

half page.  Subtract approximately 12 to 15 lines for each 

photo.  

Issue Dates - The Paraglide is published on the 30th of

January, April, July and October. When you submit,

write as if all events up to the publication date have taken 

place even if they haven’t or hold it until the next issue.

STYLE
Ranks: It is policy of the Association to only use rank 

when the individual is active duty SGT, a general offi cer 

MG, or when the individual retired CSM (R) or former rank 

is signifi cant to the story.  Dates and Times: All dates and 

times are written civilian style. Do not include day with 

date; example: 4 p.m., July 15, 2009.  

NEWS ARTICLES
News stories are generally based on an event and are report-

ed written in the inverted pyramid style. This means the most 

important facts should go into the fi rst paragraph, with the 

other details following in descending order of importance.

FEATURES
Feature stories are the soul of any publication. They’re the 

heartwarming personality profi les, the tragic but heroic war 

stories, the photo features that make you believe you’re there 

and the indomitable histories of people and events that have 

shaped the 82nd and the Association.

PHOTOS
The 82nd Airborne Division Association is a dynamic group 

and the Paraglide should refl ect that energy. When possible, 

submit action photos as opposed to posed or static shots. A 

good rule of thumb is to select photos in which the subjects’ 

heads are dime-size or larger.  Neither Xerox copies nor news-

paper clippings can be reproduced for publication.  

Caption: Identify everyone in the photo whose face is clearly 

shown. From left to right, include their fi rst and last names.

FORMAT FOR SUBMISSIONS
Submissions should be typed in upper and lower case letters. 

Please do not type in all capital letters. The name of your 

chapter should appear at the top of the page. When mailing, 

you may send registered or return receipt requested.

DEADLINES
The Paraglide deadlines are fi rm and should refl ect upcoming 

events and those which took place the previous quarter.

The deadlines are as follows:

Issue / Deadline / Publish Date
Winter / December 30 / January 30

Spring /March 30 /April 30

Summer / June 30 / July 30

Fall / September 30 / October 30

Please send letters and e-mail to:
Holmesteads

18865 Edwards Grove Drive Noblesville, IN  46062
(317) 674-3717

paraglide@holmesteads.com

WHAT NOT TO SEND TO THE PARAGLIDE

Please send the items below to the Executive Director, not 

the Paraglide Editor.  This is necessary in order to maintain 

accurate Association Records.  

The Executive Director forwards appropriate information to 

the Editor.  

• Change of Address

• Change of Offi cers.

• Notice of Member’s Death. 

• Anything to do with memberships. 

• Submissions to the Airborne Calendar.  


